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PREPACJl. 



Tee foUoiriDg mcmnr of Maria Fox is un abridgment of 
the one edited b; her hoBbimil and puUiahed in i8J6. It 
consists almost wholly of selections from her letters and 

" The path of the jast is as a gbining light, nbiefa BDinetb 
more and more unto the perfect iJoy." 

In following the faotaUpa of Maria Fox. the reader oon 
scarcely fail to be impressed witli the rcm.irkable completeness 
of her obaractsr, in which ia projDiitpd a beautiful comfjina- 
tion of womonl; delicacy, iutelkclual culture, and eameai 
piety. Her writings aboaad with thought? and ffeelinga whioh 
BD strikingly illustrate, not only her daily life, but the mo- 
tiTe which protnpled the soruonlans fuililment of duty, thm 
it has been a taak of no amall difficulty to decide what to 
omit in her husbimd's earofully compiliHl votomo ; yet it was 
believed t£iat her example, exhibiting so strongly the union 
of self-deniol and submission to the divine will with the cul- 
ture of the affections and the intelleui and the rich onjoymviit 
of the beautiful in nature, might be profitably placed within 
the reach of all. It is of rara oeourrenoa lh^t wa are per- 
mittt^d to contemplate a character of such excellence, in 
which an abiding watchfulness dclt word and act. a' holy 
leal fur the promotion of Trulb. uud love unfeigned for the 
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brolh«Thood of muikiiid, are io canspicuooBlj manifested. 
Tmlj nmy it be Baid, she " purifiod her soul in obejing tliii 
Troth." And it w&a felt tbul snch an exhibition of Chris- 
tian principle was greatly needed in every family, Thia 
little volume is the rosuU ef that ooniiotioE. The life, the 
study of irhich is commended to tlie reader, is not fraught 
with incident. Its oarlj jenra mere passed under the vigilanl 
care of parents keenly olive to (he beat ioteresta of their 
ehililren. They filled, with greul reapootaliility, useful but 
I not prominent positions in a smull town in one of the miiliiie 
< counties of Englonil. They were very solioiloua to do tbe 
ntmoHt in their power for the ednuation of their children, 
and paid great attention U> Mie callivation of llieir minds. 
Slimnlaled by a livclj imagination and tjuickQeas of intellect, 
the aulject of this memoir diligently arailed herself of the 
adrantiiges afforded hcc ; and it may be inferred Irom an 
JDCidontal remark of ber own, that a senaa of religious 
obligntion also prompted her efforts in the ncquiBltion of 
knowledge. Tet her atlAinmonts produced no sclf-compla- 
ceuoy : her soand understandiDg, and more eapecinll; her 
eiperienes as a Christian, enabled her to niainlaio no 
humble estimate of herself. The abiding sense of her own 
deflciency, and ber desiro to brin;; to t 
Truth not only "the words of lier monlh" but '■the medita- 
tians of her heart," aro most iostruclive. Her private 
. jDurual records her feelings of much eclf-abiuDmi 
f ttues, of depression ; yet hrr trust in ber Safiour was uufai!- 
f tag, deepening, and strengthening as she progressed in 
RCbriiUui course. As a walchrul, judlciauB, and n 
IT mother, full of loUailoda awl earnest in prayer 
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her children, as a fiuthftQ wife and head of a Christian 
household, frugal that she might be liberal, as the sagacious 
counsellor and sympathizing friend, as the devoted laborer 
in her Master's vineyard, she has left to posterity the ex- 
ample of a life which, however severely she judged of it, 
could have been produced only under the beneficent influ- 
ence of Christianity, and through submission to Him of 
whom it was promised that he would guide into all truth. 
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MEIOIES OF MAEIA FOX. 



Maria Fox was born at Wellingborough, in 
Northamptonshire, on the 30th of the Third Month, 
1793. Her parents, Benjamin and Tabitha Middle- 
ton, were highly-esteemed members of the Society 
of Friends, the former occupying for many years the 
station of elder, the latter, that of a minister. 

The following letter, addressed by the subject of 
this memoir to her own children, contains touching 
and instructive evidence of the influence which these 
Christian parents exerted in their domestic circle : — 

To B. M. F., S. L. F., and J. H. F. 

My dear Children : — 

Your mother*s parents were removed from this 
world long before you were born ; but their memory 
is precious, and their pious example, in the various 
duties of their station, is often brought sweetly to my 
remembrance; so that I think it will be interesting 
as well as instructive for you to possess such particu- 
lars respecting them as I may be able clearly to 
remember. 
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My dear father and mother lived in habits of close 
and confidential iotimaoy with their children; we 
enjoyed their oon versa t ion, and listened with delight 
when they related to us any circumstances of their 
past life that were likely to interest us, or to furniBh 
lessons of instruction to our minds. My dear father 
would often engage our attention in this way. In the 
winter evenings, when we formed a happy circle 
round the fire, I sat in a little chair heeide hia knees, 
and used tu listen with avidity to his recitals ; some 
of the niinut* circumstances of which are fixed more 
firmly in my memory than many subsequent imprcft- 

Tbose are sweet and favored hours when chil- 
dren enjoy the eocietj of their parents in the 
mutual interchange of affection and confidence ; and 
I love to retrace such seasons, and to dwell on the 
remembrance of those excellencies which adorned the 
Christian character of these beloved parents. Of 
them it might almost be said, in the words applied 
by Luke to Zncharias and Klizaboth, (and I have 
heard the text quoted by one who knew them inti- 
mately, in Httemptiog to describe their character,) 
that they walked " in all the command nieots and or- 
dinances of the Lord, blameless." Their conduct 
and conversation eminently adorned (he doctrine 
of liod our Saviour. I'hey esteemed his service 
their noblest employment, and counted nothing 
too dear to part with for his sake. They were rich 
in works of faith and labors of love, but, in true hnmi- 
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lity of heart, held themselves ever as unprofitable 
servants, and rested their hope of salvation on the 
glorious promises of the gospel of Christ. Their 
hearts were enlarged in his love, so that it was their 
delight, according to the ability he had given them, to 
"do good unto all men, especially unto them who'* 
were " of the household of faith ;" but that spirit of 
universal benevolence which led them to feel for the 
wants and the sorrows of their fellow-creatures with- 
out distinction did not withdraw them from the fulfil- 
ment of those more private duties which they owed to 
their family. 

Of the manner in which they discharged their trust 
as parents, I can only say that it is the prayer of my 
heart, that we may be enabled, by the power of divine 
grace, so to care for you, our precious children, so to 
walk before you in humility and the fear of God, so to 
bear you upon our hearts before the throne of grace, 
and, when we shall be taken from you, to leave upon 
your minds such an impression as they have left upon 
the minds of their children of the beauty, as well as 
excellency, of vital religion. 

You have had pious ancestors on both sides : may 
it be your fervent prayer to become followers of them, 
as they followed Christ ; patiently, humbly, meekly 
to tread that^th of self-denial in which they were con- 
tent to walk, looking, through faith in a crucified 
Saviour, towards the crown of life laid up at the end 
of the race for them who love his appearing ! 

So prays your affectionate mother, M. F. 
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At the time of ber mother's decease, Maria Mid> 
dletoa vaa in her sevcDteeoth year. Not any of her 
letters, Dor any memorauda of a date pfevioua to this 
event, have been preserved, nor have we any thing 
nricten hy herself at a subsequent period, that throws 
much li|;bC on her childhood and early youth. Ona 
I of her school -fellows writes respecting hor, " She 
was one of whom I retain a sweet remembrance; the 
purity of her character wbs such ns to make her live 
ia our best recollections. There was one girl in the 
school, particularly refractory; dear Maria, instead 
of avoiding her, as others of her companions did, 
thought she would do what she oould for her reforma- 
tion, and undertook the general cnre of her. Several 
times do I recollect joining her, while we retired with 
a candle bchiud the curtains in the dining-room, that 
we might be unobserved whilst we read the Bible and 
espluined its ctintenta to thia naughty ohild. While 
thus principled, I remember her as a cheerful, happy 
girl, and one who was generally beloved by her corn- 
pan lous." 

" Dear M.," says another of hor young companions, 
"possessed a very ardent mind and lively imagina- 
tion, with u strong inoUDation for literary pursuits 
and poetry; whatever she engaged in was conse- 
quently pursued with great earnestness, 'so as some- 
tinies to require n little parental interference. With 
a mind that so eagerly grasped its object, with a 
nieuiory uncommonly retentive, and with habits of 
ateidy perseverance, notwithstanding the compara- 
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lively few Bdvaotages of an iatellectual kiod offered 

' to the young at that day, her talenM could not fail to 

■■ cultivated, and her mind ouriched. Her vivid 

fancy, her powers of desuriptioo, her facility in 

juvcyiog to those around her the information she 

L possessed on a variety of subjects, united with a 

r heart foil of benevolent emotions, rendered her a 

k most delightful companion in the social and domestic 

[' circle; and I cannot forget, io the little visits to (heir 

friends and acquaintunce^, in which 1 was only an 

Mdmii-ing spectator, the influence ahe then had on the 

compnny by her powers of conversation. 

■' Happily for her safety and preservation, and the 
I Comfort of her dear father, her mind was gradually 
[ brought under the power of divine grace, as her cor- 
tespundence Dnd poetical effusions will show; and, 
tliough some of her friends might at times fear lest, 
I i'n the warvnlh of her feelings, her espresaions should 
esceed the measure of her experience, it was not 
. lung before thoj had satisfactory evidence, that under 
the chastening hand, her religions character was in- 
creasing in etreogth and solidity; for when the 
influence of parental care and example was about to 
he withdrawn, her Uflaven!y Father saw fit to intro- 
duce her into such a course of discipline iu the 
school of affliction, as, under the divine blessing, 
greatly tended to her subjection and refinement. 
J After a time of domestic trial, dear M.'s health be- 
i came very delicate, with strong indications of con- 
niption, during which period, hei peculiarly sns- 
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cepttblo mind, cooaectcd willi a delicate nerroua 
systera, often yielded to feelings of discQuragement ; 
bot I believe it wm sweetiy evident to othere that 
the Lord was near, carrjing on his own work, and 
bringinj] her to an es tub lish meat od the one fouada- 

The letter, from which an extract is laserted, was 
addressed, two months after the deooase of her mother, 
to a near relative : 

To E. J. W. 
WiLLiHOBOBocoB, Twulfth Month, 13th, 1800. 
Mr SODBLY-ENDEARED CoUBIN ; — 

Thy cordial letter was very salutary to me, as a 
proof of thy continued affectionate sympathy, under 
the pressure of the preseot afflictive dispensation. . . . 
AVhnt can we s.iy, but that He who gives has an on* 
doubled right to take away, when and whatever he 
pleases 7 and since he has, in unerring wisdom, seen 
meet to deprive us of our most nfTcctionate and tender 
mother, and to allot us a cup of suffering, oh that he 
may enable us, and our tenderly beloved surviving 
parent, to place our dependence on Iliui who alone ia 
able to raise above the trials of the day, and, what^ 
ever be our portion, humbly to submit, and in "every 
thing to give thanks." Excuse, my beloved cousin, 
these unexpected effusions of a heart overffowing 
with a grateful sense of thy kindness, and believe me, 
with the warmest affection, thy SIabia. 
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On the 12th of the Seventh Month, 1814, her 
venerable father vros removed bj death, under cir- 
onmstonces of a deeply affecting character. 

For some years proTiously he had been in a state 
of almost const-nnt aofFering from the effects of a 
painful malady. This suffering he bore with traly 
ChristiaD patience ; hut, an the disorder continued to 
gain ground, and without nny probability of its being 
snbdned by other than aurgicai means, he resolved at 
length to submit to an operation, and Sir Astley 
Cooper was accordingly sent for. He arrived on a 
Firat-day morning, attended by two other surgeons, 
just as the family-reading was concluded. The por- 
tion of Scripture that had been read, the hondred- 
and-second Psalm, was indeed peculiarly appropriate 
to snch an exigency. Sir A. G. was afterwards heard 
to remark, that on entering the room, he was much 
impressed with the entire composure with which he 
was reoeivod, differing so widely from that which he 
vas accustomed to witness on such occasions. The 
< operation was skilfully and safely performed, and 
hopes entertained of the beloved sufferer's restora- 
tion ; but such was not the will of Him who doeth 
all things well : the vital powers became exhausted, 
and in about ten days after, the redeemed spirit 
returned unto God who gave it. 

The chastened spirit in which Maria Middleton 
met this affliction is shown in the following letter: — 
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To M. T. 

Ii of Sevenlh Month, 1B15. 
Mir DEAR CODSIN : — 

The conimunicationH of friondahjp must alwajs be 
sweet to those who are capable of appreciating the 
vslae and tasting the delighta of tliat aacred con- 
nection ; but ai-e they not peculiarly so when the 
mnd is Burrounded by Borrowfu! reflections, which. 
agonizing as they ttre, it loves to dwell upon and 
cherish? Be asaured then, tny dear ISI., that the 
aympathetio, the endearin;; langnage of fellow-feeling 
that ran through thy last kind letter was most wei- 
oome and gratifying t« me. Tou and we have, 
indeed, been partakers of the same cup of btttemesa : 
we have mourned, and must ever mourn, our loss by 
the removal of parents who were truly " worthy of 
double honor;" who, in their lives, exhibited a 
beautiful combioation of Christian virtaea and graoef), 
and, by their final close, furnished a glorious evidence 
of the Buffieienoy of that divine power which is stiD 
able to extract the sting of death and rob the grave 
of victory. They ■' were lovely and pleasant in their 
lives, and in (heir death they were not divided," but 
«re undoubtedly become "fellow-citizens with the 
saints," dwelling within the pearl gates of the new 
and heavenly Jerusalem, and forever employed in 
Ringing the praises of the Laiub, who was their leader 
and their salvatioa. John'a description of thin 
oelwIJal city, to which thou alludest, is indeed highly 
What aa animating picture does it offer 
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to the view ! I sim at times desirous that I may not 
rest satisfied with contemplating the excellencies of 
my departed parents, but that I may constantly en- 
deavor to "walk by the same rule*' and to "mind 
the same thing.*' This season is indeed to us, as well 
as you, fraught with melancholy recollections, and 
keenly revives those scenes of deep distress into which 
we were so lately plunged ; but have we not all ex- 
perienced the goodness of that divine power which is 
alone able to support the mind under affliction, and to 
prepare in it a degree of resignation to his holy will? 

In the summer of" 1820, Maria Middleton and her 
sister passed some time at Southampton and in the 
Isle of Wight. The beneficial efiects on their healthy 
derived from this visit to the southern coast, naturally 
suggested the consideration of a permanent removal 
to the former place. But the change was one too 
serious in its nature to be made without mature de- 
liberation, nor could they venture on so important a 
step as that of quitting the place of their birth for 
a residence in another part of the country without 
earnestly desiring that the Lord would be pleased to 
direct them in this matter and choose their inherit- 
ance for them. Enabled, at length, to arrive at what 
they believed to be a right decision, they left Well- 
ingborough in the spring of 1821 and settled at 
Southampton. Here a new and enlarged sphere of 
usefulness opened before them, affording, in con- 
nection with other circumstances, satisfactory evi- 



dencB that in thia movement they had not sougl 
T&in for right direction. 

To E. AND M. R. 
SoiTTHiMPTON, 30th of TMrd Month, 1823 
My beloved E. and M. R. :^ 

It vas my wish to salute you ia this manner on 
the day that marked your entruDce into another year, 
but woa prevented by the recollection that the post 
would not serve ; and, though it may appear rather 
awkward to seed a hirthday greetiog on the wrong 
momiog, I cannot altogether regret the circumstance, 
as it enables me to thauk my dear E. for her most 
friendly communication just received. When it waa 
brought from the hands of the postman, bearing the 
sweet inscription of "Peace," mj heart responded to 
the welcome gratulation, and I can but answer, 
" Peace." Slay peace, my beloved friends, be upon 
and around your dwelling, shedding its benign in 
fluence, not only on the present, but on every buc- 
coediiig year of Jife ; that peace which the world 
giveth not, and which is as the shadow of a cloud by 
day and as a pillar of light by niy;ht, sheltering the 
mind from the beam of prosperity, and oheering it 
amidst the darkness of sorrow or adversity. Three 
dmes ten years hare not passed over us without pro- 
duoiag the iuipresaion that there is Deed of something 
to stay the mind amidst the vicissitudes of tliis mortal 
;. Oh that we may be increasingly disposed to 
diuly for a habitation in the only sure Refuge 1 



MEMOIRS OF MARIA FOX. IT 

|«nd tbeo we shall feel a oomforlable assurance of all 
I thinBH working togEther for good. We know not 
I bow short or how loug may he the future, or what 
I taaj he the events it will Dnfuld ; hut uU this ia in the 
T ordering of wisdom that cannot err, and of love that 
^knows no limit ; and whut can we desire more than 
be the blesaed aubjeotB of thia righteoaa govera- 
My dear E. need aever opologiEO to her 
I friend for unbosoming freely whenever she feels 
I inclined to do bo. He assured, t highly value tba 
I oonfideooe of friendship, and enlirely coucur in the 
I sentiment that, where love in, there Is liberty. May 
■ dear friends, endeavor to improve our inter- 
Bfiourse by stimulating each other in the pursuit of 
Tirhat is moat important T A tie of close aSeotion 
I binds our hearts to yonra. and I trust every revolving 
I year will only add to its strength. 

In the spring of 1823, Maria Middleton first spoke 
n public in the character of a minister of the gospel, 
'.t is to be regretted that do allusioQ to this event ia 
« be found in any of her memoranda or letters of 
■ that date ; but this deficiency is, in degree, supplied 
> by some striking referpnoes to it in subsequent parta 
of her diary. 

And here it may be interesting to inqaire what 

rere the effects produced on her general character 

I tad habits by the exercise of en office which, among 

kf^hristinna generally, ie restricted eicclusively to men; 

irbethcr it tended to withdraw her from tbo dullea 
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which peculiarly devolve on her eei, or in the slightest J 
degree to mar that delioacj and refinement of miad 



I 



which, in combination with true religion, constitute 
the lov^eliest ornament of the female character. To 
those who were intimateiy acquainted with her, we 
may confidently appeal for an answer to this inquiry. 
80 fn.r from such beiD» the result, it may, on the- 
contrary, be truly said that, whilst " fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord," she was exemplary and diligent 
in the performance of her domestic and relative 
duties, and that, whilst she was not ashamed of the 
teBtimgny of ber Lord, her demeanor was at all times 
gentle, retiring, and unassuming. 

The following letter refers to a religious visit paid 
by ber sister, Hannah Middleton, to the islands of 
Guernsey and Jersey. Jlaris accompanied her thither, 
but not in the capacity of a minister, the Meeting to 
which sbo belonged not having recognised ber as such 
until the following year. 

To M. R. 

SoulnAHrroN. Eighth Month, 2dth, IB24. 
. . . Thou wilt believe, my.dcar M., the late visit 
to the Islands was attended with feelings of various 
and differing character. The prospect so formidable 
to niy beloved H. M. could not fail to awaken a sym- 
ptthetio feeling for her in my heart, as far ss I was 
ipabl« of it, and it was a great comfort to see her 
the work with so desirable and valuable a 
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Epanibn. I cannot tell tliee how muct Aou and 
: E. were present to my mind, particnlavlj during 
uur Tojoge, and passing from one island to the other, 
the seenea by which to were suirounded were so 
entirely adopted to your taste. We went by a steam- 
vessel from this place, going ou board io tho evening, 
and in about two hours passed the Needles. The 
increased motion uf the vesael soon apprized us th:U 
we were getting out to sea, bat, as we were not sick, 
we remained a conaidemble time on deck wntching 
the phosphorio illiimination of the water; but it was 
when we came up from our berths at four the next 
morning that we wanted you to gaze with us upon a 
scene which, I certaiolj may be allowed to say, was 
glorious. Imagine aa, then, dashing rapidly through 
a majestically-swelling sea which spread itaelf in ex- 
tended magai£oence around us, its bright blue waters 
aparkling in the light of the elear sky by which lliej 
were canopied, and on one side kindling into liquid 
gold under the baims of the sun just emerging from 
bis ocean-bed. On our left lay Cape la Hogne and a 
line of French coast enlivened by the white sails of 
a vessel standing for Cherbourg. Nearer us was the 
rocky and barren island of Aldcrney, upon whose 
craggy coast the breakers were tossing up their pMim ; 
Snd ahead, the distant high land of Guernsey, dimly 

Boovered, like a light eloud on the surface of the 

The view of it as we approached was very 

mposing. The town extends to a great length along 

■o shore, and rises faucifiilly up the hlUa, which form 
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K tine backgrouDd, adorneil with country resideoees 
interspersed with trees. At each extremity of the 
town the land runs out into a point, where castles are 
built for the defence of the roads, and above the 
whole, near the summit of the hill, riatis the fort or 
citadel, which is a strong fortification and regularly 
garrisoned by troops. Indeed, Government appears 
to have spared no expense in protecting theae islands, 
DOW all that remains to the crown of Great BritaiD 
of her ancient Nornian possessions. The coast of 
both Jersey and Guernsey is bristled with cannon, 
threatening destructina to an enem^ who might at- 
tempt to effect a, landing. 

Wo were a week in Guernsey, and were most hos- 
pitably entertained at the house of our valued friend, 
E. K,. The islanders who reside in the country appear 
to be a simple race, living on their own little fanns, 
•Dd, in the absence of what >ce call accoinmodations, 
poesessiug every thing they require to make them 
independent and coiofortabJe ; they speak a dialect 
of French. In the town there are some interesting 
mud well-regulated public ioBtitutioDa. There are 
many curious peculiarities in the legislation and ons- 
toius of the islands, which I must not here digress 
into. The privileges which they enjoy in being 
exempt from all taxation, by enabling them to carry 
on a free trade with all nations, are the moans of 
filling them with a variety of character and with the 
I productions of distant countries. Jersey is the 
I largest, and is cousidered the finest island, but, as wa 
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■were only there two niglits, we did not Bee lo mueh 
of the interior. The coast, however, ie very fcold 
and striking, preseating a tremendous aspect to the 
mariner who is KQaccustoiiied to it: a range of rucky 
diff broken into abrupt fragments, and the neigljbor- 
ing parta of the sea rendered terrific hy huge masse* 
of roek, many of which are oeariy covered at high 
wnter. There are four members of our Soeiaty, and 
several individuals who attend the meeting but are 
not in memberahip. "We went to see them in the 
evening and were greatly interested. They left their 
labor in the field to meet us in a rustic cot, where 
lives an aged mun with his wife and sister. This 
estimable oHaraoter has been for a number of years 
feJthfuUy supporting a testimony against the use of 
arms, for which he has twice suffered banishtuent 
Several of their neighbors came in and joined ua, 
and the sweet feeling whieh was amongst them waa 
^jBu ly oamforCiable. 

^BVhe first journey token by Maria 3Iiddletoo in 

■VBe serviee of the gospel was in the year 1826, 

when her beloved sister and herself united with their 

valued relative, Ann Alexander, of York, in n visit 

to the Friends of Pjrmont and Minden, and in other 

religious service in Holland and Germany. With 

this little band was associated Corneliua Hanbury, of 

liondon, their kind and efficient care-taker, us well 

: true helper and fellow- laborer in the work in 

bich thej were engaged. Her feelings in the 
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proepect of this jouracy ure described io the foUow- 
ing letter ; — 

To E. S h. 

HlTCHlH, Fosrtb Month, 3d, 1826. 
. . . We bope Co meet at some future time, if that 
Ije pormitted by Him who ordereth all thiuga wiaely, 
kud to whora goidiiDce we siocerclj, though feebly, 
apd ID the midst of abouodiog inlirmiltcs, deeire to 
cotiiuit our all. Oh, my dear friend, whea fletib 
■nd e[Mrit ore ready to fail, may we be able to Bay, 
>' God is the strength of my heart md my portion for- 
ever!" sod thcQ it is of little coDsefjoence what KC« 
the trials, or what the changes, we may be permitted 
to expetieace here, compared with the Boul-sustaiuiDg 
eoiivielion that we are under the merciful prolection 
of iufinitc power- directed by iDfioite love, and that 
" all the paths of the Lord are merey aiid truth onto 
Kuch as kevp his eoTenant and his teatimoDies." I 
write not, my dear friend, aa having attain-^d this 
happy expcrienue, but us desiring to press after it; 
for, iudeed, darkness aad destitution seem at times 
to cover us as a garment; but it is an unspeakable 
l'avi>r, and one wa ought gratefully to commemorate, 
thai we have beeu preserved in a degree of quiet de- 
peadence on that Arm which can do all things, on 
Uiiii whoee right it ia to work by the feeblest uf in- 
■trumenta whensoever it picosoth Him. To Qim 
be all praise from his unworthy c 
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Oo their retnm home from this journey, a oew 
trial awaited tKeni, in the illness and aab^cqaeot 
decease of a oear relative, their eonsin, Joseph Hoy- 
land. BTiiviog heen, about two years previnusly, nu 
inmate in tlieir familj, and possessing a mini! richly 
endowed with inteilectnal gifts, he was one iu whom 
they could not but feel a deep and lively iuterest. 
His widowed mother, Margaret HojUnd, uf Water- 
ford, was a woman of strong natural powera, and in a 
remarkable degree qoalified for sympathiziEg with 
and Bueooring the sick and the afflicted. 

The following -estrads are taieu from M. M.'b 
Diary:— 

SiMi. Moiitlt, 20th, Third-da^. — Boae under a 
feeling »f thankfulness to our great and bountiful 
Lord, who was pleaflcd to lead oa out, to carry us 
safely throngh many dangers, seen and unseen, 
through many deep esereiaes and conflicta of spirit, 
and te being vs again iu peace to our natiye land. 
After breakfas* and reading, had a short time of 
quiet with ray precious sister, wherein abiltiy was 
mercifully afforded once more to offer the tribute of 
praise, and to eomniit outBelvea into the divine keep- 
ing, desiring atrength to perform the dutiea of the 
day, of whatsoever kind they may be, and to do or 
suffer the whole will of Gud. Went aftericards to 
call on our afflicted relatives. Found my dear aunt 
^whom we had not seen for fifteen years) alone. Jo- 
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Kpb came down before wc left, aod, prepared eu 

it was ver; uffeutiag to see tKe ultcration in his 
countL'naacc since ws last loet. The eoinplaiDt ap- 
pears to have assumed a decided character, and to be 
making oeitain though very gradual progress. Oh 
fur aUlitj to comioend this interestiDg relative to 
that compassionate Saviour who came not to call the 
righteous, and whose blessed office it is to seek and 
to save that which has been lost; that through hie 
&lI-powerl'al mediatioD true repeataoce xnay he found, 
and reconciliation through faith in hia blood, before 
that awful momeDt when the afBioted tabernacle 
must resign its iiuiuortal iababitant. My spirits low 
this evening; but ia secret quietly sustained, I tmst, 
in a degree of dependence ou that which is ua- 
obangenbto. 

29iA, Fiflk-dai/. — Id the eveoing, ealled on my 
dear auot and cousins. Joseph wo tboi^ht altered 
eincewc'snw him last, — more sunk; but it was pleasant 
to observe a greater degree of quietude. Oh that I 
nay be enabled properly to feel for this afflicted 
relative, aud seek after ability to pray for him, to the 
Father of mercies and God of all comfort ! for he 
seems to be, indeed, fast approaching the oonfiuOB 
of another state of being. 

S(ve>ith Month, 1S(A, /"lyjA-rfwy.— Read, before 
breakfiist, a part of the seventh Psalm io the ortginaL 
Afterwards studied my Qerman for an hour. I am 
desirous not to neglect this, having foand the little I 
of it so useful in our late journey. I was ooik* 
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fioed at home to day by mj Ittmeness; did not improye 

the opportuuitj as I ought to have done, for rocdita- 

ion 00 diviae things. 

lilh) Sixth-day. — Roae this morning with a. strong 

3 of mj ovrn UDproHtahleDesa. Uh that I may 

ad more feel this, nod (he constaut neeessity 

i to have my supplies renewed from the une 

iteraal Source ! for it is only us our hearts nre cI^Lily 

perated on by the Holy Spirit that we can perform 

P^^ smallest duties of life as they ought to be per- 

the semblance may be there, but without 

[.this vivifying, quickening principle, it is a dead ofier- 

Oh for a more caroest seeking to do all under 

hnly influence, by continual watchfulness unto 

er! Ob for a. constantly prevailing sense of 

' bfling always in the sight of Him whoso eyes ruu to 

and fro throughont the whole earth, and "who knoweth 

the thoughts of man, that they are vanity"! Felt very 

desirous to have my daily occupations so arranged, 

Bs that every hour should be employed in the most 

profitable manner for myself and others, under that 

regulating influence which will distinguish between 

self-activity and self-ludalgence. Muke me diligent, 

Lord 1 ever diligent, seeing there are only twelve 

hours in the day wherein we can work ; but let it be 

in thy fear and under thy guidance. The Cbristiiin 

must not look for rest on this side of the grave; his 

rest is to be in eternity. Surely, he ought to labor 

cheerfully tlirough the whole of life's short day, look- 

g to that solemn period when, however devoted he 
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may have been, he must acknawledge himself an 
UD profitable servant, 

29(A, Sevenlh-dai/. — A poor account of our dear 
J. H. I went over, and was most of the daj at the 
honae. Snt a few tuioutea by the bedside of our inte- 
resting sufferer. I had not seen hiin for two weeks. 
a moment of inexpressible feeliog to me, and I 
sat by bim in silence, bnt did not feel able to eipress 
^ to him aa to the solemn prospect. We' 
have indeed a merciful and fnithful High-Priest, and 
into hiB holy hand I desire to commit this dear relative. 

The following extract from her Bister's diary, al- 
luding loan event fraught with important consequences 
to the subject of this memoir, is here inserted, as an 
appropriate introduction to her own remarks upon it. 

Ei'i^hOi Month, Wrh, 1826.— S. F. arrived soon 
after breakfast, on an errand deeply interesting to oar 
feelings,, that of proposing a union with my beloved 
sister. My sympathies with my precious M. are in a 
lively manner awakened, and sincerely do I desire to 
unite with her in seeking the council and guidance 
of that wisdom which is profitable to direct, and which 
alone can lead in safe paths. 

11(A, SiiCh-(}ay. — Awoke this morning with my 
feelings a good deal tried, but, I trust, secretly sus- 
tained, in a degree of qaiet dependence on that gra- 
s Providence who oares even for the sparrows. 
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If my eye be singly directed to him, (which ia the 
desire of tnj heart,) may I not hope he will be pleased 
to favor mo with his counsel und directiou in aa affnir 
of BO much importince, involving not only my own 
oomfort and best welfare, but in a great degree that of 
myprecioUB sister also, whose happinesa it ia inyearnest 
wish to consult and contribute to, to the utmost of my 
power? We have been tenderly united from infancy 
in sisterly affection, and this uniun has been height- 
ened by similarity of feeling on the one great subject 
of first importance, and by tbc many occasions of deep 
sorrow through which we have passed together. 
Eighth Month, Uth, Sei-oiiil-dut/.—C.anad on our 

^ relatives. My aunt waa with her suffering charge, 
e detention in this state is remarkable. If there 

' be yet something to be done for himself or others, oh 
that ho may be strengthened fully to give up, and to 

' leave his testimony tu that divine power which will 
convince of sin, and grant the bumble, penitent soul 
Bgood hope through the all-availing mediation of the 



15th, Third-da;/. — Before breakfast, my German 
esson as usual. In the course of it met with some 
etrihiog and encouraging remarks on the duty of 
unquestioning obedience to the divine will when once 
clearly manifested. My mind has been through this 
day mercifully kept in a degree of precious quiet, 
though I rose from a very disturbed night, somewhat 
troubled and distressed with the besetmenta of the 
frsnemy, but was favored to feel renewed confidence ia 
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that Arm which oan control hia power, and deliver 
those who simply depend upon it from all his wilea; 
id now in the evening I desire humbly ami reve- 
rently to commit myself to the divine keeping, to tho 
watchful eare of the unslumbering Shepherd. 

Ekjhth Month, 22,1, T/i''r,/-das.—Roiie under much 
rflepresaion of mind, and perplexed with many cogita- 
'j&ins beyond what I can describe. Ob that I may 
be enabled to wait in silent subniission for that inward 
teacher which apeabs neither ia the whirlwind not 
the fire, but in a still, small voice, gently directing 
the humbled aoul with the clear bat simple mooitioD, 
"This is the way: walk ye iu it." Hay the Lord 
give me grace to undarataod and obey ! 

23)1, FoHTih-day.—Thia morning a note from my 

, informed us tliey had passed a moat 

itressirig night, and that it appeared us if the blt- 

of death would yet be prolonged. We hastened 

to them, and were constantly, one of us, by the dear 

safferer until the scene closed. The oonfliut was 

awfully afTcctiug; but a prcciuualy austainlag and 

iiBnquilliidng feeling was permitted to cover us, and 

ventured to kneel at the foot of the bed, and onon 

ipbre, in the name of our adorable and com- 

lonato Redeemer, that the conflict might be mer- 

illy shortened, and the inirnortal spirit received 

ito that city none of whose inhabitanls son say, "I 

sick," but where thiiae who " came out of great 

ibulatioD. and have washed their robee and mods 

white in the blood of iho Lamb," eternally bbi^ 
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riound the throne with songs of praise. The long- 
I iLDgeriog spark dropped gently and quiotlf out pre- 
1 tiaelj ut three o'clook. After nature hnd got a little 
[ lelief from tears, we were enabled silently to indulge 
ing of humble gratitude in the consoling belief 
I that the liberated spirit was received into a blessed 
I'Vest through the nieroj of our couipasBionata Saviour, 
■ who was, I cannot doubt, graciously pleased to begin, 
I carry forward, and finally to complete the great work 
l«f preparation; and for this may we be enabled 
I reverently to bless his holy name ! 

^inth Month lal, Sixth-da^. — After breakfast this 
I tsorning my dear aunt addressed us is a very affec- 
[ tionate and inBtruotlve parting salutation. When 
id concluded, I ventured to offer a sbort petition 
r mutual preservation. The recollection of all 
t we have lately passed through, the chasm made in 
I our circle by the departure of relatives whose pre- 
sence, though under circumstances of sorrovr, has 
been a comfort to ua, together with various important 
considerations pressing on my inind, seem almost too 
much for my frame; hut I desire to ca£t my burdens, 
of every kind, on One who is able to sustain through 
alt. I foolf as if I had been spending some time on 
the conSncs of eternity, and have been brought to 
take such a near and strong view of the solerniiities 
of death, and the vanities of life, that the return to 
ordinary pursuits and duties is attended with a very 
peoaliar feeling, and the prospect of what I may yet 
have to pass through is awful and almost oyerwhelm- 
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: but why ebonld I take thought for the morroir, 
[ leeing we know not what a day may briag forth, nor 
how soon it may be appointed to us also to leave the 
toils and trials of mortnlity ? Oh for an abidiog in 
Him who is the cooijueror of death, who hath 
deprived the grave of ita victory, that so there ma,y 
le a joyful entrance into that land where there is no 
Qore sorrow, no more teniptntion ! 

18(A, Accoiirf-rfo^. — Set oiF thia njorniog in the 
eteambout, and came to Ryde, where we entered 
dmoat immediately into lodgiogs. 

2\Bt, F!flh-<ia;/. — In the afternoon, A beantifat 

nlaud ramble. The walks about Ryde are very in- 

Titiug, rural, and picturesque; whilst the oocaaional 

peeps, through the rieh foliage, at the aea, give a 

najestie finish to the varied laodscape-ecenery. Id 

I the evening my dear sister aod I snt quietly together; 

indeed, we greatly enjoy the teinpomry retirement 

Bttd freedom from various claims that daily draw on 

our attention at Southamptou, leaving us at times 

, less settlement than is desirable; but wo must be 

willing to do the duties of life aa they arise, without 

I Kekiog loo much our own gratifications, though they 

I tnuy be, in appearance, of a profitable kind; that is 

\ best for us which is in the ordering of divine Provi- 

However, when we are permitted a little 

relaicatlon, it is right to enjoy it with thankfulness, 

'oring to cherish, at the same time, a williugness 

m to work, to anyway the great Master may bo 

1 to appoint; this is not the place of our rest. 
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IP 22d, Sixlh-daff. — A aweet walk before breakfast 
pnrarda tbe wood which skirls the sea to the right ; 
tfixAa siuging barmoniously, and nil aature beautiful, 
ttead in the eveoing BaroD Holler's Letters to his 
Khiughter; & work of great value, coDiprifiiDg, in 
Hnati compass, a, view of the leading tnitha of the 
Christian religion. 

27t/i, FiMrth-day. — This morning, accompunied 
by S. F., we went to Shanklin, a. sweet, aeiiuestered 
spot on tbe south coast of tbe island, where uiy sister 
oud 1 spent a few days some ;ears ago. It was very 
interesting to me again to ramble oo the fine sands, 
under tbe bold, overhanging cliff, and gaze on the 
majestio deep spread in wide expanse before ns. In 
the evening were favored with a precious feeling of 
peaceful quiet, wherein we were, in some degree, 
enabled to thank God, and to feel a little renewed 
confidence in the all-sufficiency of bis help. May we 
be kept in a state of humble dependence on his 
fatherly care and guidance, not anxiously caring for 
tho morrow, but committing our souls to a faithful 
Creator, who is able to keep what we have cooiinitted 
unto him against that great and solemn day which 
must speedily overtake us all. Oh that, whenever it 
shall approach, we may be able to say, with the holy 
Psalmist, " My flesh and my heart failetb, hut God 
U the strength of my heart, and my portion forever." 
29/A, SUth-daij.—heh Eyde and arrived safely at 
mtbampton this evening. The day was very fine, 
isd tbe passage pleasant. 
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1837, Tliird MontJi, 31st, Seveiuh-da^.—Thongh 
Eubiuission, unqueationiDg Bubmisaion to the divine 
will, be oftoD bard to attuia, it must be sought a.fter, 
in every diapensation of an all-wise Providence, who 
b, perhaps, more acceptably served by tbia silent act 
of self-renunciation, this abandoning ouraelvos to his 
diKposat and gnidnnco, waiting upoo him in the way 
of hia judgments, than by more conspicuous cserlions 
for hia cause, in which there is greater room for self- 
love to nourish itself and mingle its own nctivities- 
" I was dumb, I opened not my mouth, beoause Thoa 
didst it," said David ; and surely it is the language 
of pious resignation and devout awe. 
- Fi/lh Monlh, 6(A, Fimt-dai/. — My mind la under & 
great weighi, in the prospect of an important step 
now to be soon taken : I feci it to be a solemn and 
awfal one ; but I desire to look with faith and simple 
dependence to that 6od who has hitherto been very 
gracious to me, bis poor, unworthy creature, whose 
good providence has upheld me in many difficulties, 
and by whose grace I am brought hitherto. May I 
not, in rcuiombranee of the past, bow reverently 
before Him, and say, with the Psalmist, "Let thy 
loving-kindness and thy truth continually preserva 
me" ? Words cannot e^tpress what I feel in the oon- 
sideration of how large a part of life has been suf- 
fered to pass Bwny with improvement that bears little 
proportion to the adTantB<;eB bestoired. Grant me 
gnce, Lord, I beseech thee, so to walk through 
tlte remnioder of it, whether it be long or short, that 






MEMOIRS OF MARIA FOX. 33 

my conduct and conversation may in all things adorn 
thy doctrine ; and when it shall please thee to recall 
the life thou hast given, oh, grant that I and those 
dearest to me may be admitted within the pearl gates 
of thy heavenly city, where all the multitude of thy 
redeemed forever sing thy praise. Amen. 

Towards the close of the evening meeting, a degree 
of that influence which resembles the descending of 
the dew was mercifully granted, and vocal supplica- 
tion was offered on behalf of the Lord's visited 
children, the poor of his family, who feel they have 
no other helper. 

On the 16th of the Fifth Month, 1827, the subject 
of this memoir was married to Samuel Fox. The 
event is thus recorded in her diary under that date : — 

Kose under a degree of quiet feeling, yet full of 
apprehension as to the important engagements of this 
day ; but after our morning reading, which consisted 
of the ninety-ninth and one hundredth Psalms, my 
mind was covered with a precious stillness, and the 
language of supplication arose to the one unfailing 
Helper of the poor and needy; and I was favored 
afterwards with that calming, sustaining influence 
which enabled me to go through what was required 
at the meeting with more firmness than I expected. 
Soon after the meeting was collected, our dear E. W. 
said a few words on the spirituality of the divine teach- 
ing. Sylvanus F. then rose with the text, " What- 
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Boever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father 
by hiio." Ho enlarged in an appropriate and in- 
structive manner on the duty of ordering our daily 
conduct and conversatioo in the divine fear, and 
expressed hiB heliof, that, if this wore more generally 
the concern Af professing Chrietians, the nations of 
the world would wonderfully flook to the etandard of 
our Redeemer; concluding with the test with which 
lie hegso. After some interval, my dear fnend and 
myself entered into the solemn coTccant of marriage. 
W. F. afterwards stood up with the words, "When 
He giveth quietnesa, who then can make trouble?" 
beautifully setting forth the iuestimahle value of this 
prooious quiet, which reeults from a simple depend- 
ence on the divine power, and the support that is 
extended hy the great Ucad of the churuh to his 
little flock of faithful followers, under all their triala 
and afflicliona. Sylvanua F. concluded in solemn 
supplication that the bread broken amongst us this 
■noming might be blessed of Him who alone can ^ve 
tbe int 



Kloria Fox was remarkable for the judicious ar- 
nngement and diligent oocupation of her time. In 
this she was actuated by religioua principle, having 
»deep and abiding sense of the shortnesa and un- 

I'CerUiuty of life, and of her accouotabihty for the 
ftithful discharge of ber duties of every kind. Tbij 

[ Industry, combined with the faculty of executing 
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%it1i rapidity whatever stie uoderttrnk, enabled her 

mplish iar more than nitli bo delicate a frame 

I *ould otherwise have been possible. Naturally dig- 

I -^sed for intellectuul parsuiCs, she, ocvertbelesa, did 

aegieet her domestie duties ; on the contrary, 

L she became the mistress of a fatiiily, they 

ftccupied their legitimate share of her attenlinn ; 

ind she" brought to bear on them that iudustry, 

er, and method which prevented their absorbing 

undue portion of her time and thoughts. In her, 

t'luental culture and domestie habits were happily 

iiWended, affording a strikbg illustration of their eo- 

3te compatibility in a well-regulated mind. 

Economy in her personal expenditure was another 

l.]iromiuent feature in her character. She whs ever 

■ Teluctant to expend for her own convenience, and 

l.fltill more eo for her gratification, that which might 

Ihe applied to the relief of the distreaaed, or to the 

' benefit of her f el low-creatures, regarding herself as 

3, steward, responsible for every gift, temporal as 

well aa spiritual. 

We resume the extracts from her diary : — 

Sixth Month, 6th, ThiTd-daj/. — About ten, we 

I were seated in the carriage. The final departure 

from our little dwelling, endeared to us by many 

recollections, and from a place replete with interests, 

1 was attended by feelings of a nature not to be de- 

Bcribed ; but I think a calming influetice was secretly 

I granted, and a degree of Bustaining trust in the 
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guidanoe of our heavenl; Father, who, I waa en- 
abled fully to believe, would supply sU our need, 
Bocordiiig to the riches of bis raercy, io Jesus Chrial 
oar Lord. We travelled, by waj of Blaodford aiid 
Dorchester, to Bridport, and reached the hospitable 
dwelliug of our deer friends at Bradpole in the 
eveniDg. 

6th, Fmirlh-day, — Had a fine but cold ride, through 
a beautifnl country. Passed throu);h Cbatnuouth, a 
Hmall watering-place situated amongst bold aod pio- 
turesquc scenery, to Uontton. Uere, a abort rest 
refreshed us far the hst stage of our journey, and & 
ride of about two hours, through a deeply-wooded 
part of Devonshire, brought ua to the ruiul village 
of TTffculoi, embosomed in trees, where our temporary 
reaideuce id to be, till the house at Wellingloa ta 
ready for our reception. The approach to a sjwt 
that involvea my first entrance on a new sphere of 
iDiportant duties, and nn iotroduution to a large 
circle of relatives, most of nhooi are strangers to 
nte, induced a train of refiectiona and a conflict of 
feelings not easily expressed; but when we entered 
our habitation, there seemed a precious quiet, under 
vhich we could thankfully and silently seknowledge 
that our cup runneth over. 

Sirlh lU'mlh, 'iUl, Fi/lh-day.— After breakfast, 
we read ihe last chapter of Matthew, ending with 
tbose eTer-inenicr-jble words of our blessed Lord, 
" ho, I am with you alway, even unto the end of tlia 
world." Oh, heart-cheering asanrance 1 WhU tbeo 
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neerl his disciples fear, an Inng as they keep close to ■ 
tteir Snvinar? " Who is he that will harm you, if 
ye be followers of that which is good?" The gat«B 
of hell will never be pennilted t-o prevail Hgainst the 
chnrch that ia bniit on the one eternal, iiiimoTable 
, rock. What is too mnch to suffer for the ^loriou,* 
f priviletre of being one of her* living meiubeis ? May 
We seek this shove all, and leave every thing regard- 
ing this life to the direction of our heavfinly Father, 
who, in bis abundant bouoty, showers down upon 
as innumerable blessings, and administers do trials 
but auch ae He sees ncGesBary for as ! 

'.II fh Month, ith, Fowlh-rlai/. — My spirits 

I greatly overcome with the prospect of entering on 

I toy new allotment at Wellington, We went to meet- 

' irig at ^piceland, and from thence came to our own 

home. T entered it with feelings not to be desoribed. 

Such 8 view of the mixed cup of life was present to 

Biy mind aa, for a time, almost overpowered me. A 

flood of tears relieved me ; and the calming influence 

fif that which is not at onr command was mercifally 

*fforded, 

5(A, Fifih-'lny. — After ont m<ming reading, I 
ventured to bend the knee, and pour forth ray desirea 
for ourselves and our household, in prayer to that 
gracious &od, who only can bless us, and enable ns 
to walk acceptably before Him, through the grace of 
our I>i)rd Jesns Christ. 

19/A, Firtt-day. — Had an interesting conversation 



with my dear S 



n a subject that has long a 



38 MEMOIRS OF MARIA FOX. 

' enpied my serioua attention, but which I have feared 
to meation to any odCj because the work of the 
miniBtry is bo awful, aod the nature of such engage- 
ments so weighty, that I feel greatly afraid of mis- 
takJDg a feeling of natural interest for a diviue oall, 
uid BO goiug beyond the requiring. Besides this, 
naDy circam stances render a distant journey more 
than usually difficult and formidable ; but I desire to 
attend to the ancient command, to "stand still," 
waiting for the nnfoldings of the light that maketh 
msaifest; knowing that our compassionate Lord does 
not require any thing of his people he will not en- 
able them to perform, as they are willing, in simple 
faith, to follow his holy leadings. 

11(A, Tkirif'doi/. — Monthly Meeting, at which I 
was enabled, in a few words, to mention my prospect 
of visiting tlie meetings constituting the Monthly 
Meeting of Briglionse, in Yorkshire, the families 
at Bradford, and attending a few meetings in going 
and returning ; intimating my desire that the subject 
might obtain the weighty consideration of my friends. 
Soon after this, my dear Bister was engaged in a short 
and solemn snppticution for divine aid and guidance. 
A time of precious quiet succeeded this offering, and 

I several friends expressed their unity with the concern. 

I On the whole, I trust it was a season to which we 
y recur with humble gratitude, and acknowledge 

I the goodness and mercy of the Great Shepherd, who 
t pleawd to make way oftentimes where we see do 



^ 



M, Fos and her sister H. M. were enabled to ao- 

mplish the religious service itlluded to in the I'ore- 

^ing memoraadum, and to return Iioidq peacefally. 



)anse for hnnible thankfulness to be safely 
tored to tbe quiet rest and comforts of our own 
and, on taking a retrospeotive view of tiie 
e enj^BgeraGnt, I am ready to eaclaim, "What hath 
8od wrought!" Though ofteu suffered to feel an 
Umost over whelm tog seuge of our own weabacsSj uD' 
rofitableuess, aod iufirmities, we have been enabled, 
le to time, to set up an Ebenezer, and say, 
I'Bitherto hath tbe Lord helped us," and, ia un- 
Btterable condescension, strengthened to testify of 
B goodness, t« praise him in the depths, and ao- 
cnowledge that his mercy cndureth forever. 

Dff eome to that important period of her life 
at which Maria Fox became a mother; but, as some 
description of her character in this new and interest- 
ing relation will be given in a subsequent part of the 

rmemoir, it will not be needful to advert to it in this 

nilaoe. 



1818, Sec&nd Month, 14(A, /V/^A-rfay.— Woke thia 

\ imoming in a calm state of mind. My dearest S. F. 

\ tend me a part of the eighteenth Psalm, and wc had a 

t time of stillness together, wherein^ I Uelwrn, 

pbe Iribate of thanksgiving fiecire'iV^ aaftfeT^isA \n«a. "sm 
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I overfiowitig hearts. In the evening, my three teoJerlj 
1 asaiiiunus conipauiuaa &at duwa in my roou, when wo 
L read the hymo in the Oluey Colbctioa begiauiag — 



I ftod also a paalm. A time of Boleuin and beavealy 
I qaiet succeeded, when tlie canopy of divine goodneis 
I was ttieroifuHy Bpread over us, I felt bound, thougli 
r in great weaknegs, to offer a vocal thanliEgiviug to 
that gracious and almighty God who hud hrought ua 
I safely through deep wutGrs, and divided that eea be> 
UB, whoBQ waves roared. Jtly belovud husband 
knelt down irumediately after, and, to my unspeakable 
I oomfurt, poured forth the voice of praise and the Ibd- 
I guage of sapplicntion for all our little company and 
I for the preciune bahe committed to our trust. 

Stcimd Hoath, 22il, Si.elJ'Mlii^. — I was silently led 

I to meditate on the universality of Ibat love which, 

I when it is ehed abroad in the heart, expands and 

I anlargce it, until it aaa comprehend the whole human 

I fiuuily in its wide embrace, — knowing no limits to 

I itfi eEForta of benevolenee whilst any ability remaiue. 

FThat beautiful parable waa forcibly brought to mj 

retnembrancc wherein our hleased I<ord atrikinglj 

illaatr«t«a his second great commandment, and repllei 

to the inftuiry of the lawyer, " Who is my neighbor!" 

1 Mid a fervent prayer was raised in my soul to bo 

■iAB>B|[ht more and more into the spirit uf it. With 
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regnrd to oorselvea, I greatlj desire to order that small 
part of our affairs which comes under my imiiiediate 
maaagenient vith discretioo ; and to be eosbled 
to fill op, with propriety, my duties to my beloved 
husband aud to society at large; to guard carefully 
agaiost the introduction of any uaneeeasary expendi- 
ture, that may tend, in the smallest degree, to add to 
the exertions of my dear S. in the pursuit of business, 
and, at the same time, to be found reitdy " to do good 
and to communicate," remembering that "with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased," and that He who 
spake as never man spake hath pronounoed it "more 
blessed to give than to receive." 

Ticdfth Mimlh, \tk, Fi/ik-daff. — Found a sweetness 
in meditaling on the third of Colossians, twelfth verse. 
"Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, howeU of mercies, iindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one an- 
other and forgiving one another. If any man have a 
quarrel against any, even as Christ forgave you, so 
also do ye." The forepnrt of it was so present to me, 
both last evening and this morning, that I was in- 
duced to refer to the place, and found the subsequent 
verses not less adapted to the feelings of my mind: 
"And above all these things, put on charity, which is 
the bond of perfectness ; and let the peace of God rale 
in your hearts, to the whioh also ye are called In one 
body ; and he ye thankful." " And whitaoever ye do in 
word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesns, 
giving thanks to God and the Father by Him." Pre- 
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oious word of exliortation ! may it be deeply ougmvea 

I my heart, that, whatever I laay meet with iu the 
way of tumptiition, or of the buffetiogs of the eueuiy, 
my soul may be kept iu the quiet hubibition. " When 

3 giviith quietiie§s, who then cau mako trouble ''" 
and tliia quiet the Lurd will give to th<>se wlio are 
stayed on him. Alt we hcur, and all we see, seema 
mly to deepen thti convictioJi that the call to us ia to 
detach ourselves from toe pursuit of temporal good 
beyond that moderate supply whioh in sufficient for 
the ciroumacribed desires of u heart chiefly Het upon 
tjiiu^ that are eterual. If we loay be carried safely 
through the remainder of our pilgrimage, aud know 
the best bleaaiug to rest upon our precious child, we 
shall have abundant cause to praise that groat Name 
which hath done wonderfully for ua. 

bA, Si.et/i-da^. — Woke this morniug with a calm, 
peaceful feeliug, and found sweet uoasolatioa iu some 
of the Lord's promises to bis people. Felt particolarly 
oomforted in reference to our dear child, trusting 
that the Lord G-od all-bouiitiful would graoioualy bless 
him and bo his portion. This ia what bis parents desire 
for him, far more than any temporal good. If he 
may but receive abundantly of the dew of heaven, 
Uttle of the fatness of the earth will be sufficient to 
wtiafy an humble and thunkful heart. 

Sltt, Fourth-dtiy. — How shall I make the closing 
memorandum of a year stored with blessings ? " I am 

It worthy of the leael of uU the mercies and of alt the 
liuth wbiub thou hast showed onto thy servant," tao; 
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wcU be the knguage of our hearts. After supper, 
the tribute of pruist; was vuuully ofierud, with a ^eti- 
tioD thut we and our bouBchold uiiglii be preserc^ei 
from evil duTiDg the retitainder of our earthly aujouru, 
and fiQiiIlj prepared for a blessed inherituDce through 
the sBDctifyiflg power and atoniDg merits of oumdura' 
Lille Redeemer. 

m 1829, First MoHlh, ls(, F//iA-(%.— With the com- 

fmenaemetit of a. t>«w year, uiay I be permitted ta find 

a renewal ofstrength, to" press tuwarda the murk for the 

prieeof the high callingof God in Christ Jeeua!" Oh 

for more of holy watch fnlii ess, of dbouuding diligeeoe, 

of ferveat supplioatious that we may be fuuud fnith- 

fid in all those duties which the Lord is calling for at 

cvr houde ! and, whatever way be the triaU permitted 

QB in the eoarse of another year, muy we be enabled 

fa) receive all with filial submission, and a reference 

to that merciful Hand which disposes events not 

according to our frail and erring judgment, but accord- 

I iag h> the counsel of hia own all-perfect will. 

I Third Month, lOtk, Tkird-day. — Our Monthly 

, Sleeting. ' My sipter spoke instructively on the text, 

" If Bcy rf you lack wisdom, let hiui aak of God;" 

setting forth the necessity of our aisking in faith, and 

with a spirit eeekiug after conformity to the divine 

will concerning us. William Forster stood up suuii 

after, and said he apprehended others beside hi[us«lt' 

were prep.irud to acknowledge it had been u season 

, of spiritual ruiresbuient and breaking of bread. He 

~ ike also on the benefit of afflictions ; said it was an 
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UDQtterable mercy yrhen we were permitted to feel 
the Lord'a hand to be upon as, even thongli it 
were in the way of chaateniug ; that it was a blessed 
espericnne to know that the various dispensationa of 
divine providence were gradually producing within 
us souiethiog of the coming and eBtablisbtneDt of the 
Kedeemer'B kiogdoin. It waa a. sweet word of instruc- 
tion and comfort that was given to this dear friend K> 
declaro amongst us. 

Thir</ Month, ZQlh, Second-day. — Hy birthday- 
Three times twelve years have run their rapid course, 
and where am I ? Lord, " ho teach us to number our 
dtiyg, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom." 
Thirty-sis years of providential mercy demand the 
Golcnin and heartfelt trihule of gratilude a,nd praise. 
Our precious child very interesting ; oh that he 
may be blest with spiritual blessings, and have his 
portion with the little flouk of Christ, that he m^y 
be indeed one of the lambs of the heavenly fold, 
whom the Great Shepherd tenderly oarrieth in hte 
arms, and leadeth into the green pastures of life and 
aalvation ! 

Sij:lh MtAHth, ]7(A, Fmirlh-day. — At our meeting 
I was led to reflect on the distress felt by the diad- 
ples Bt sea, when the tempest ran high and their ship 
9 covered with waves, and on ihe deliveraooe 
flight for them by their Lord, who spake and there 
s a great calm. There socmcd, in the remem- 
iDM of it, something like a word of renewed ooa- 
ilioD to the sorrowful and tossed aoul, and a little 
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^^^BtUp was mercifully afibrded, to rise above the feurs, 
^^^Bsable and reaaoainga wliicli ot'wa haruaa lay mind, 
^^^Kbd to express the desire I £elt for tke eacourage- 
^^^b*Qt of each. 



Hut Ihou heard IJ 
Wlwn tke wioli: 

IWben tliB angry it 
Ad<1 death Eeeia' 
fiwt tbou aaea tin 
Now ^un «> tlu 
Vfhen (lie bBpsB of 
And tbe ImUdw , 



t ts ride un the wlage uf the UoU.' 

ffojl tBclf in dH<t ntmmC vf Aiguskf 
hilluw. new whaliB'd iu (he aarge, 
J/fben tht bBpsB of tlio kard-tsiJiBs uuriDor Usguiah, 
And the lioUnw guja tounda ia his ear lika a dxTgit 

*Ti> tiie naDiaM of Ueray- Ilia edbrts all biting, 

SIh apjisara, aa-J the lespeat eabsidaa M hH- (till : — 
Her vaiae a'cr the tnioqlt of waves ia prevailing, 



■■fio on, tiiea, Uiou Bu-bei,b 
H«w light from this durl 
Bt thy peril to-dsjf te 
In Sturm or la bdhs 

' lit af TSinlh Month. 



e lij 8uv 



^^K lit I 

^f Twel/lh Mouth, 6th, Firtl-^ag. — " We will walk as 
the LomI way please, qbIj let it he near Iliiii, the 
eternal, faithful, living Saviour." These words, 
ottered by the pious and aged Vandcr SniiHSea during 
e momeDtB which preceded his death, have forcibly 
1 to my remeoibriuice many times this day. 
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Tbej uppear to express, ia greai aweetnesa sad mm- 
plicity, that childlike desire whiub ought to be felt 
iiy every true ChrisLiaD, It ia of little ooDsequence 
iu what patli we ore led, if it be according to the 
will of God, and if we are favored with the bouI- 
refreshin^ aod Buataiuiog coiupxoy of tLe blessed 
Saviour. This may nut always imply the sensible 
enjoyiueut of his presence, because wc have reason to 
belitive the Lord is often pcuullarly near to bis 
nSlicted children when tbt^ feel must destitute and 
deserted, when in the bitterness and anguish of thair 
heans they are ready to oonulude their way is hidden 
from the Lord, — their judgment passed over from 
their God. To these tossed and tempted souls He is 
graeiously pleased at times to reveal himself as the 
God of all comfort, when refuge fails them and fears 
' are on every side. Thus may it be, through the 
greatness of heavenly love and mercy, with some of 
us who are cast down very low and are often ready 
to faint by the way. 

1H30, First Month, 26th, Third-dai/.—I think I 
may say the prayer of my heart ia, to be clothed mth 
humility and with that genuine meekness which ia 
its uatuml fruit. Undoubtedly, it is the pride of our 
own bfBrts which makes us so acutely alive to the 
least degree uf hauteur observable in the carriage of 
others towards us. This is my infirmity: a word, 
almost a look, will at limes pi'oduce quite a stm^le 
:h myself to recover that serenity so valuable to 
I ChriatiuD. "Let this mind be in you, which 
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was also in Cbriat Jeaua," who " made himaell' of do 
reputation," was the reoommendiitioD of the upoEtla 
to the primitive beiievera. Lord ! give us more of 
this mind, we pra; thee, that ia nil thiogK self may 
be subdued, and thy power oalj be magnilit:d, through 
tby iufiuitc gruce and mero^, in Jeeua Christ our 

21th, Fourth-diij/. — Wrote to our dear friend 
Daniel Wheeler, at Petersburg. This facuUj, exiled 
from their friends and cut off from the aooial plcasurea 
in which they once participated, have strong claims 
on the sympathy of those who arc surrounded with 
outward advantages. Kut, though they are planted 
in the midst of a wilderness, naturally and spiritually, 
they ate under the gracious notice of that universal 
Providence which is extended to all lands, and are ' 
fully believe, subjects of that divine 
pfgnce which is a sua and shield. 

Sixth MonOi, \bth, Third-day. — I have now to 
commemorate, with admiring, adoring gratitude, the 
merciful kindness of my heavenly Father, who has 
added, to all the temporal blessings showered down 
upon us, the sweet gift which it must be now our 
delightful care to rear as a tender lamb intrusted to 
na by the Great Shepherd of the sheep. A great 
variety of mingled emotions fill my mind at this in- 
teresting period; but I believe the predominant one 
is that of deep, heartfelt gratitude to the God and 
^ther of all our mercies, 
I 18(A, SixOifday. — My soul bows in humble grati- 
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tudo before the Lord for all the ttlessings he Ins 
been pleased to bestow o» me and mine. Surely w& 
may Bay, "Thou crownest the year with thy good- 
nesa." Oh that we may be stimulated, by the re- 
view of past and preseot mercies, to a more eftmeat 
pnrsuit after that highest of all Uessings, a ^iritual 
GommitiiiuD with God the Father, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ! Grant ua, Lord, we beaeeob thee, 
the spirit of grace aud of supplientions, that we may 
walk watchfully in ttiy fear, and be cuDformed to thy 
holy will. Enable va to devote oBrseivefl and our ell 
to thy disposal; and oh, be pleased, we pray thee, 
to take our precious children into thy good keeping; 
sanctify them through thy truth, and preseire Ihem 
from the evils of this sioful world. Streagthen iw 
with holy resolutioa to cheek wbnterer is of a hnrt- 
fiil tendency, and to cherish the precious seed of thy 
kingdom sown in their heart.*. An thou wert with 
our dear departed parents, so be thou, we pray thee, 
with their children and our children, that we inuybe 
fiQallj united, throngh thy tender mercy in J«saa 
Christ our Lord, before thy throne of glory, and 
etertmlly ascribe nil pmiaes unto thee. 

19S2, Ninth Month, Wlh.—l haTe had great petoo 
in the consideration which, for some time past, has 
pri^railcd in my miod, of the entire nothin^ess c£ tke 
Iiaainn mediam, and of the overflowiog fnlnesa asd 
Bofficienoj of the Fountain of all good. The eternal, 
nnchangeuble Jehovah is the aonroe from whence ftU 
that can truly comfort or proSt his people must be 



1 
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derived, and when he U pleased to poor the watos 
of life from thia fouotaio, it is of little importaDce 
what cliannel ho may select for the com muni aatioa 
of it. " We are nothing, Christ is ail,"— the strength, 
the wiedom, and the righteouaoess of his people. 

My mind has been much humbled and iustructed 
in the course of some religious engagements during 
the present year, and, I trust, my faith confirmed in 
the unchangeable promises of God, who, when he is 
pleased to operate by his own power, can make the 
weak things of this world, and thiugs that are de- 
■pised, subservient to his glory. I have lately seen, 
Tory strongly, the necessity of pursuing in simplicity 
and with a single eye to the Lord Jesus our various 
paths of duty, without reasoning too much on the 
aentimenta and opinions of others. Far be it from 
me to undervalue the privilege of Christian sym- 
pathy; it is BO excellent a thing, that I am ready to 
think I have often suffered from desiring it too 
strongly ; but such is the difference of natural tem- 
perament, and such the diversity of gifts, in those 
who are nevertheless seeking to walk by the same 
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tioQB are diBsimilar and their paths of duty various, 
to a company of vesaels sailiog from the same port 
under one great oonimR rider, and bound to the same 
haven, but from the force of stormy winds, or the 
preyalence of hazy veather, seldom ^tting sight of 
each other during the voyage. If permitted to 
anchor safely in the port of everlaating rest, how 
joyfully will they meet in the presence of their Lord ! 
how full, complete, and blissful will be their union, 
and how contemptible will those things appear 
which prevented them from reuliiiug (he full enjoy- 
ment of it in the world below I Ijet ns endeavor to 
anticipate this blessed state: the frequent conteni' 
plation of it may have a tendency to strengthen onr 
love, and to pive ua luore of that spirit which is the 
happiness of saints in heaven. 

1833, Third Monti,, ■iOtk, Birth-iiny.—YovT i\\ai» 
ten years have passed over my bead since it pleased 
the great Giver of every f;ood gift to bestow on me 
the precious boon of existence; and how have they 
been marked 1 They seem to me now, on endeavor' 
iDg to retrace their varied scenes and circumstapcea, 
to arrange tttemBelves into four periods, having each 
its own characteristic experience. 

In the ten years of childhood I enjoyed the tender 
care of pious parents, whose unreiuittiug endeavor it 
was to train up their children in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord, to introduce them early to an 
aoqnaintance with the Iloly Scriptures, and, by wise 
and judicious culture, to prepare the soil of the heart 
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for the operations of the heaveuly HusbandmaD. 
Seing of & high spirit and volatile temper, njy dis- 
poaitioD rendered restraint aa needful as it n'as irk- 
some, and ofieD brought my tenderly aSeutionaCe 
parents into deep anxiety on my account. Many 
^^^ and fervent were their prayers, I doubt not, that I 
^^^Lmight be brought under the regulating iofluence of 
^^HUie Holy Spirit, and be led to see tlie beauty of the 
^^^tnith as it is in Jesus; and these their petitions I 
HaveioftcD since considered as the richest inheritance 
they could bequeath to their children. Very early 
was my heart made sensible of the love of God, and 
strong desires were at times raised in my soul to 
become one of hia children ; but, notwithstanding 
these good inipressions and my love for the Holy 

». Scriptures, which I read much and with great delight, 
|!the nest ten years were, for the most part, yeats of 
.inconai deration and levity. In the course of them 
ire were deprived of our excellent mother, whose 
example waa peculiarly instructive and her counsels 
prudent, judicious, and affectionate. My thoughts 
often recur with bitter anguish to the few years which 

» immediately followed her death, when I might have 
I'Xfforded so much solace to my tender and deeply sor- 
rowing father, had my heart been but duty subjected 
to the restraining power of the cross of Christ. An'l, 
oh, what cause have I to adore the preventing ftniQe 
which saved my feet from the path of destruction at 
I a time when my own folly and in consideration would 
UTS made me an easy prey of our soul's enemy I 
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Then, perhaps, were those prayers of my beloved 
pareots, which had for so many years bec-n offered 
up, permitted to deacend on their unworthy child in 
the blessing of God who, beareth and atisweretli 
prayer, and who, in his tender mercy, was pleased to 
follow me with the reproofs of instruction. 

The ten years subsequent to this were years of 
cbBstiaement and discipline variously adnuniBt«red. 
Our ineitiuiablo father was taken from us under cir- 
cumstances which, even now, move every feeling 
within mo when they are vividly brought to remem- 
brance. After his redeemed spirit had joined its 
beloved companion in the world of rest and purity, a 
Bories of trials' — some of my own procuring for want 
of prayerful dependence on an Almighty Saviour, 
Bome more directly in the oonrse of providential dis- 
pensation — were made the means of humbling and 
softening, in some degree, my hard, obdurate heait. 
I was brought to feel my own sinfulness, hoIplessneBB, 
and misery, and to cry, I humbly trust, in sincerity 
of soul, "God be mcrotful to me a sinner," to lie 
prostrate at the feet of Jesus, my compasaionBte 
Saviour, and, in a precious feeling of resignation to 
his will, to beg that he would do with me whatsoever 
seemed good in bis sight. Then was the love of 
Christ felt to be a constraining principle, and, after 
many deep cnnfliotB of Bpirit, I was made to bow 
before the I,ord, and brought lo a witlingnew ta 
testify to others what he had duns for my soul. In 
our Quarterly Meeting at Poole, a few days after die 
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Iimpletion of my thirtieth year, I first spoke in the 
laracter of aminiateTj ia those words of the Psalmist, 
How great is thy fpodoess which thou bast laid up 
for them that fear thee !" The aweet peace I was 
permitted to enjoy for a short time afterwards, no 
language can describe : a sense of the pardoning 

»kye of God in Christ Jesus rnj Lord which seemed 
to Bwallow up ray spirit and leave nothing to disturb 
(he soul's repose on his infinite and everlasting mercy. 
'Bless the Lord, my soul, and all that is within 
me, bless bis holy name I Bless the Lord, my 
BOnl, and forget not all his benefits !" 

And now what shall I !<ay of the lost tea years ? 
What a record would they present of the faithfulneBS 
of Grod, of the tender care and matchless mercy of 
my covenant Lord and Saviour, and of my own in- 
gratitude, un faithful Q ess, and negligence! My cup 
haa, indeed, been made to overflow with blessings. 
In the faithful partner of niy joys and sorrows, in the 
preoious children God hnth given us, and in a large 
circle of kind, affectionate, and worthy relatives, I 
feel that I am rich indeed. To me belongetb only 
confusion of faoe, but I trust I may acknowledge, 
vith reverent gratitude, that to these temporal mercies 
my heavenly Father, in his abounding goodness, has 
been pleased to superadd somewhat of the blessings 
of the heaven above, to show me more clearly the 
sinfulness and depravity of my own heart, and to 
gJTe me stronger and fuller views of the glory of that 
B'igOBpel which "is the power of Qod unto salvation to 
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eTery one that believeth." Here, then, 
up au Ebenezer and 6uy, Hitherto hath the Lord 
lielped ine. Whathor days or years may be added to 
the fleeting apan of life is known only to Him wbo 
eeeth the end from the beginninf^. Wonderfiil m 
counsiil and excellent in working, he doeth all things 
wol! ; to this only wise God, our Saviour, I desire to 
oomiuit myself and those dearest to me. 

The birth of her third and youngest child seoma to 
furnish an appropriate opportunity for making some 
reference to Maria Fox's character in the important 
aud interestiog relation of a mother. Without such, 
an aJluainn, however brief, this memoir would be io- 
oomplete indeed; for, with whatever feelings of pai* 
liality her character may be contemplated in othar 
points of view, it was in this that some of its loveliest 
features were exhibited. 

Sympathy with others vas, in no common degree, 
a trait of her disposition, and to this may bo traoedt 
in part, the lively interest with which she entered 
into the pursuits, the pleasures and feelings of her 
children, eo that, when in their aooiety, she aeemed 
in some sort to identify herself with them. She evex 
deemed it important to render their childhood a happj 
period, not by withdrawiog those restraints which a 
Cbriatian parent is bound to impose, but by encircling 
them as with an atmosphere of kindness and ]a?0> 
n their earliest infancy it was her anitious deuN 
. to train them up in the nurture and admooitiou of 
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tile Lord, to Ijring them to the feet of their Saviour, 

to ahield them from tomptalion, and, above all, by 

her own deportment to present to their view a con- 

Btaot and practical illustration of the substantia] pri- 

Tileges, the huppiness and peace, resulting from a 

life of religion. Deep and abiding was her eense of 

- MBponeibilitj, and frequent and fervent were her 

I, petitions, not only that she might be enabled rightly 

I to perform her part in reapeet to iier beloved children, 

but that the Lord himself would bo pleased to keep 

them and bless them, and carry forward his own 

work in their aouis. 

FC/th Month, 6(A, Second da;/. — Felt perturbed In 
mind and ansioua during the night on many aocouots, 
especially respecting the dear children and my beloved 
aiater, whose wasted frame and worn countenance be- 
speak a degree of weakness and prostration which ia 
very affecting to me. Whilst I was musing on these 
different causes of though tfuin ess, I was comforted 
by those worda of the Apostle Peter, " Casting all 
jottr care upon hini, for ho careth for you,'" and 
_ttiioughont the day, though my mind has not been 
I to calm and confiding as I desire, they have afforded 
' qiQ encouragement and support. What an assurance 
ia this, that the eternal, unchangeable, almighty God 
cares for us, bis poor, feeble, helpless creatures, and 
invites us to cast all our care upon him ! We are apt 
to think if we had this or that a^istance from our 
sllov-mortak we should do bettor than we doj but 



what bumaD aid is to bo compared with the tender, 
the compaBBioDate, the iuGnitely wise superiotead- 
ence of our heaveuly Father and Friend? He knows 
our fraue and every secret workiDg of the minds he 
has created; he knowB perfectly what will aid and 
what will injure us, what will advance and what re- 
tard our highest happiness. Who then, with suah a 
God to call upon, aoeh a Saviour to trust in, can want 
any thing that is really good ? Be humbled. my 
BOul, under the sense of thy ingratitude aod unbelief, 
and henceforth bring all thy cares, thy aosieties, and 
thy burdens, to the feet of thy coTenaut God and 
Saviour, of him who hath aaid, " Call upon me in the 
day of trouble : I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 
glorifj ».." 

21tl, Thi'rii-day. — Since the lost memorandum was 
I written my dear sister has appeared rather to lose 
I ground than otherwise, and we have bad other indis- 
position in our family, so that, on my entering again 
upon domestic duties, I found myself surrounded by 
circumstances in which I greatly needed a calm, con- 
fiding spirit. But, alas ! notwithstanding the view 
BO lat«ly given me of the tender cure uf our heaveuly 
I Father towards his unworthy children, how was my 
I poor, unstable mind a prey to anxiety and died with 
I diHmuy ! Physical weakness might be in some sort 
I the cause, but certainly there was a lamentable want 
l.of that patient suhiuisaiun which would have enabled 
e to fulfil with composure the duties of eaoh day, 
id led ma to trace in all these things the baud of 
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love and raeFoj. My dour Nster hoe been bo long 
the coLitpanioD of my life, and hui ever devoted her- 
Belf BO Qsaiduouely to tlio promotion of my comfort 
in siokneHS and in health, that I must be ungrateftil 
and insensible indeed if I did not tenderly syuiputhizo 
in aJl her Bufferings. The desire and prayer of ray 
heart is to be enabled lo commit her to the care of 
the great and good Shepherd who watehts with com- 
pHSBiunate kindness over all his lluek, aod who will 
not suffer his afflicted people to be oast down below 
hope, though he may deeply and closely prove their 
faith and putience, Ue knows the end from the be- 
giunint;, and his eounsels of old are faithfulness and 
truth. Oh tiiat I could more fully trust him and 
lepose on bis love 1 

B| , To A Fbiend. 

^t Third Mantli, 163S. 

^ 'When it pleases God to withdraw us from those 
outward means of instruction from which we have 
Dften derived comfort and eucourageaieut, be does 
not always open to qb, in a particular manner, the 
springs of inward refreshuieot and Lonsolation He 
brings us, perhaps, into that state described by the 
mournful prophet, when he said, " For these things 
I weep : mine eye, mine eye runneth down with 
water, because the Comforter, that should relieve my 
soul, ie fur from me;" but still, my dear friend, he 
is IIS surely teaching us, as wheu he duea it in a more 
nensible maimer j he is showiog tis that he is God, 
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and I 



] else, — that he will not give 



^ 



another, — that we must rest on him, and him alone, 
— that to him it belongs to begin, to carry forward, 
and ultimately to complete, the great work of oar 
salvation. May we then, niy beloved M., lean, id 
full confidence of faith, on those precious promises 
which are yea and aracn forever in Christ Jesua 
our Lord. May we know him more and more to 
be "made unto ua wisdom, and righteousness, and 
snnctiticatiDD, and rederiiption ;" and then we shall 
be able to look round on the swelling waves with 
something of the holy firmness which filled the 
breast of Paul when he said, "None of these tbioga 

The state of oar small portion of the church 
militant is, indeed, such that we cannot fail of being 
it, and sometimes the heart 
the view ; but I love to turn 
of that state where all the 
rs of the same Lord are for- 
irious presence. What an as- 
sembly is there, of spirits redeemed out of every 
nation, kindred, tongue, and people, and yet all 
love, harmony, and joy; and the nearer we approach 
to the Sun of righteousness, who is the centre of 
tbnt perfect system, the more we shall experience 
of a preparation for such blessed society. John tells 
ns, iD the fifth of the Hevelntion, what song employs 



seems ready to sink 
to the contemplatio] 
UQ cere-hearted follov 
ever united in his e 



theui. Ob that the church < 
retuly to oatoh the sacred s 
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To S. F. 

23J of Fiftb Mon-Ji, 1835. 



>Iy BELfivJiD S. F. : — 

Thy letter, this evening, has filled my heart with 
tender Bjmpathy for tiiee and the rest of our dear 
frienda, wfau are part.-ikin<; ia the sorrows and the con- 
flicts oF the day, — " the hurden «nd heat," we may 
indeed aay. May the Lord streogthea you, aud keep 
you in the secret of hia pavilion ! How diflerent 
are the lines of our respective allotments at the pre- 
seot time! and in this I see that fitness which ia 
always to he traced in the dealings of our heavenly 
Father with hia children ; for, indeed, I am not at 
all adapted to Buch a. scene of conflict as that in 
which you are engaged. I am called, in the privacy 
of the sick-chamher, to witness the sufferings of a 
tenderly-beloved relative, and to Bee the triumph of 
faith over all the poitows of the sinking tabernacle ; 
for although the pain and weariness endured by our 
dear invalid seem, at times, almost to overwhelm her 
spirits and ours, yet, on the whole, she is supported 
in so much patience and resignation, and the prospect 
seems so clear as to the future, that we feel the post 
we fill a very privileged one ; and many precious 
Beasons we have had together, when our minds have 
been sweetly filled with the consoling sense of that 
presence which ia better than life. I endeavor, 
from day to day, to look up to that compassionate 
Giod, who has hitherto bseu so graoioua to va, aud 
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cna belp ub when all liuman help fails, and en- 
courage the hope thut ia bis tender mercies He will 
permit a. little diminution of pain as the weakness 
increaaea, which would be an especial favor. . . . 

To E. S H. 

WELLiNaTON, Sixth Montli, 2il, 1886. 
My tear Fbiekd r — 

Ihy very kind letter, received aome daja sinoe, 
would have been replied to, ] believe, earlier, had 
not my attention been so closely eDgBc;ed, by the 
increasingly suffering state of my beloved sister, that 
I have found it difficult to write. I have now been 
Btaying entirely at her house, for more than two weeks, 
only visiting our precious children occasionally, 
whilst our dear invalid is resting, or can spare me 
from her room. She has, indeed, my denr friend, 
suffered greatly since thou left as, Day and night, 
we may say, in the mournful laogunge of the Psalmist, 
; Lord's band is heavy upon her; nevertbeleM, 
; is, in unutterable goodness, sustained from day 
to day, hoping, trusting in his mercy, so that wo feel 
it a privilege of no common kind to be attending on 
ler, and partaking, as far as we are able, in the tritls 
ind consolations that are permitted to her. We dare 
not desire the prolongation of sntTerings we an 
unable effectually to relieve, and which time seems 
only to augment : still, nature shrinks csceedin^j 
fVom the severing stroke. Last night was one of 
■Bch indeacribuble anguish that my spirit ta alnioet 
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overwlelmed withia me ; yet are we enabled, agaia 
and again, to look towards the holy temple, and to 
lift up our hearts to that tender Father whoae coai- 
passiona are new every morning; aud Ho is graciously 
pleased to renew to ujt, from seasou to Bea§on, the coii- 
Boliug Gvideace that, throagh the merit.^ of our 
blessed Kedeemer, these afflictions shall he out- 
balanced by " the eternal weight of glory" reserved 
ID heaven for those " who, through faith and patience, 
inherit the promises." . . . 



^^8t, 



■ To M. E. 

Wbllinoton, Seventh Month, 25th, 18S5. 
. Our beloved H. has not, for some time 
expressed muoh as regards the future; hut there 
is a precious quiet about her, which is to me most 
comforting. I do not, perhaps, lay so much stress 
as some, on the expressions of persons on a sick-bed; 
not that I undervalue the utterance of those pious 
feelings of hope and confidenoe, and even joy, which 
are sometiniea permitted to fill the heart of the Chris- 
tian sufferer, and to edify, instruct, aud console those 
around him ; on the contrary, I deem tbeni iO' 
valuable; but there is a sweet stillness which seems 
lo have in it a supporting fulness, and this, I <Mirae- 
times hope, we are now and then permitted to feel. 
What we have yet to witness, or to pass through, re- 
mains concealed; hut we know icAoLath conquered the 
kat enemy. 
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To 8. R. 
Wellisoton, Ninth Month, Ist, 1886, 
. , We are atill at the deeplj interesting 
"poBt of obaerrntion," I dare not say, with Young, 
"darker everj hour," because the path, hy whieh 
our beloved and long-afflicted sister descenda towards 
the vailej, is, throngh infinite inercj, enlightened by 
a beam from that better country which lies beyond, 
where, we are enabled to believe, ehe will soon, 
tbrongb the grace of onr Lord Jesus Christ, find 
mort-alitj to be swallowed up of life. On First-day 
night last, she remarked to me, the divine artn was 
nndemeatli, supporting, sustaining her, and on ray 
saying this it was that kept her in such sweet peace, 
hoping, trusting, she said, " Tea, and panting 
after the courts," The beautiful words of David 
were naturnlly su^i^ted, " As the hart pantetb after 
the water-brooks;" and she immediately completed 
the sentence, and said, " Yea, that I can truly say, 
'so panleth my soul after thee, God !' " I often 
cotnpare the situation of our dear one, as I sit beside 
her, to the last touching scene in Pilgrim's Progrees, 
where Christiana and her conipanions lay waiting, in 
the land of Beulah, for their summons to cross ths 
; hut I do not expect the feelings which now 
attend, to be continued to us. We, who are privi- 
[ Itged to accompany her as it were to the brink, and 
I whose dnty it is to endeavor to minister, in every 
\ way, to the alleviaUon of her sufferings, axe permitted 



Eiionaly to partake of those supports which are so 
]j piovided for her. But the cup has ;et to be 
uiuiik in ita bitteruesa; when there is do longer any 
cali for watchful care, by day or by niglit, but we are 
left to feel our strippedoesa, — then will come the 
dregs. "We know, however, the Banie good Hand 
that Buataias her caa sustain us, and that be will 
do so, unworthy as we are, for the sake of bis great 
merej, we are bound to believe. We kuow not what of 
bodily or mental conflict haa yet to be passed through; 
but it is to nte as remarkable as it is coDsoling, that 
we have never beard our dear sister express any thing 
Hike a doubt as to the prospect before her. When we 
insider her natural temperament, her great wealtnoss 
F body, and the wearing effect of long-continued 
Emffering, you will, I tbink, concur in the acknow- 
ledgment, that it is a striking illustration of the 
power aod efficacy of lively faith in that Saviour who 
ave himself for us. . . . 



m 



To E. 8., S. H., AND M. W. 



V/tiimatOD, Ninth Month, 14th, 18S6. 
My dear Cousins ; — 

I feel that some further account from ua, than yoo 
have yet received, is due to you and other kind 
relatives neai you. The affectionate letters of our 
different friends have been very acceptable, and, I 
doubt not, many of tbeiu are much with us iu spirit, 
igh absent in body. . . . The thoughts of my 
.rt, my beloved cousins, are so many, in refereniM 
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to the deeply-affeoting scenes we have had to paas 
throQgh, that I scarcely know how to say any thing ; 

L I caDDot say now, but if ever ive should be 
favored to meet, I should find comfort in giving yon 

iDteresting aud affecting particulai's that are 
hoarded in my memory conceroitig that beloved and 
blessed one who baa died in the Lord. I feel aoxiouB 
1 should know that we do fully believe the con- 
flict of the Inst hours, to us so agonizing, was of a 
character in which the mind had little participatioD ; 
indeed, I can take conifurt in the full belief that 
the precious sufferer was, in great measure, spared 
the perception of it. I think that we bad more than 
one merciful evidence of this. But we dwell with 
peculiar comfort on a gleam of consciousness, which 
we were favored to witness, on the morning of Fifth- 
day, when, after the nigbt of unutterable distress 
which we had passed through, she opened her eyes 
upon us, with a most aweet and expressive smile. 
There was no expression of sorrow in the countenance, 
DO appeal to our sympathy, as if in suffering, but, 
like one awakening from sleep, she seemed surprised 
to see so many faces around the bed, and delighted 
to recognise those most dear and familiar. A holy, 
heavenly joy animated her features, and, tboagli 
unable to speak, she made great attempts to testi^ 
her full BBsent to my dear husband's remark, that ho 
believed she ma very happy. I cannot feel snf- 
ficiently thankful for those few momenta, which, 
i imn\tT, BooD passed away. I believe all present 
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vere eeaaibte, id a greater or less degree, of the 
eapporting oalm th&t was to be felt in the chamber; 
a, precious evidence to eotue of ua, that the Angtl of 
the everlasting eoveniiut was with her; that, through 
all, she was upheld by the power of that Almighty 
King ffho eitteth upoa the flood. Nothing else 
could have supported us. . . . 

Soon after the decease of her sister, Maria Fos be- 
came seriously ill with an affection of the knee-joint. 
A similar diBcase having proved fatal in the case of 
her beloved sister, jnuch anxiety was felt as to the 
result. Her feelings under this trial are alluded to 
in the following eKtracta from her diary and letters : — 

My distress was indeed great, and it was a season 
of peculiar trial to us both. I was brought so low 
that I could only expect to by down the body, and I 
had not those spiritual cousolations and supports my 
sou! felt the need of in Bueh an hour of extremity. 
Yet waa the divine arm mercifully underneath, and 
we were enabled, at seasons, to believe that He who 
had helped us hitherto would not now cast us off. 
On one occasion, when my tears lad been abundantly 
poured forth, the Lord was pleased to grant me great 
consolation by the reading of the sixty-sixth Paalm, 
and my soul was permitted to rejoice in tribulation, 
and to trust that I should yet be brought up again, 
as from the horrible pit, and that the song of praise 
would be once more put into our months. Blessed 
forever be the name of the Lord ! My dear husband 
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c&lled in anotheT Bui^on, under vhose jodicioos 

tTentment I eoon gained sufficient etreogth to tbink 
of returning home, and we left Bath the latter end 
of the Third Month. Mj Btrength was atitl small; 
nnd as the epriug advanced, I was sensible of its 
decrease, eo that I was led to tuke a very eeiions 
view of the future. My mind was filled with the 
awful prospect of death and eternity, and the 
probability of a separation from nij beloved hus- 
band and children was set fnll; before me. Mjr 
soul was humbled, and laid iuw before the Lord, 
beseeching with strong crying and tears, that lie 
would be with me and with them, that he would 
give me ability to drink every cup of suffering, with 
filial Eubni!!>BioQ to his perfect will, and enable me to 
cast myself and those dearest to me upon his free 
mercy. May my soul never forget the solemnity of 
those sensonH, when I seemed to stand ns on the 
threshold of eternity, overwhelmed with the sense 
of my own vileueas, and made deeply to feel that 
there was no hope but through the everlasting 
mercies of God, in Christ Jesus. Oh, the preciona- 
nesB of that salvation which comes by himl — the 
reconciliation of sinners unto God, hj the blood of 
the crops, whereby even my poor, trembling soul 
was enabled to lay hold on hope, and, in some 
degree of living faith, to plead on behalf of myself, 
my beloved husband and tender children, our interest 
In the blessings and privileges of the gospel covenant, 
for Bome weeks, this prospect of departure was ooa- 
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d to my miod, bat it pleased the Lord, bb tbe 
BOD advanced to give me some ioorease of strength. 

To E. H. 

ExMOCTH, Ninth Month, 291]i, 1835. 
AtNT : — 

wilt iiot be surprised that it has been 
icalt to me to take up the pen since the ^olenia 
whiuh deprived me, aa to this world, of a most 
endeared and affectionate sister, whose loss, I urn 
sensible, can never be repaired My mind is deeply 
affected by it in many ways ; there is sometbing in- 
expressibly uniting in that intercourse which takes 
place between those dear to each other in the time of 
suffering; and my beloved sister's protracted illness 
had been attended with muuh that was deeply touch- 
ing aa well as deeply instructive. Sixteen weeks 1 
had been in close attendance on her, and had so par- 
iipated in her trials, aud been also permitted to 
inch of the support that was graciously 
nded to her, that I felt, when all was over, almost 
if 1 had accompanied her to the gates of the hea- 
venly city and been turned back to tread the che- 
quered path of life, whilst she was admitted to be 
forever with the Lord and to receive the end of her 
faith in the salvation of her soul. Still, though a 
sense of sore bereavement must long be mine, I hops 
I have not been without some capacity to rejoioe on 
aooount, and to nnmber the many rich blessings 
ioh a bountiful Providence has provided for me; 



and earnestly do I deaire I may be quickened bj the 
iribrauce of ber example to a more diligent per- 
formaDce of the duties that remaiD. . . . 

To E. a. 

r, Tentb Muntli, asih, 1835. 
Mr DBAS Cousin : — 

is sweet to me to feel assured there are some 
kindred hearts to whom my presioae, departed sister 
was dear, and who love to cherish the remembranoe 
of her. iMy thoughts dwell much upon the scenes 
of the last three years, and upon the contempIatioD 
of that blessed state to which they were the prelude, 
a state in which all mourning has ceased, and the 
toils of warfare are lost in the song of victory ob- 
taioed through the blood of the Luinb. I canaot 
but ttcul«ly feel, dear E., the severing power of that 
stroke which has introduced one sister into the courts 
above to be forever with the Lord, and loft the other 
to encounter yet longer the storms of life. I fled it 
a solemn thing to be the only survivor of our own 
immediate family ; but when I refieot that through 
the power of divine grace they are, as we huoiblj 
believe, all assembled before the throne, I um some> 
times encouraged to hope, the same gracious baud 
which led them through all their trials, and brought 
them to a city of eternal habitation, will in inSoite 
. lueroy be still extended for our support in whateTsr 
f jet remain of suffering or of temptatioD, If otir 
h were oot couGnned in the loviDg-kindnesB and 
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tender compassioo of the Lord by what we have 
lately witQcsaed, wc should be indeed ungrateful and 
iasfiuailile receivers of the fuvurs so iibuuikiitly be- 
stowed ; but whilst we fael that, on this account and 
on many others, there is the greatest call on our 
gratitude, there ia still a privatioa which must long 
be keenly felt. 

1837, Second Month, Utk, Senentk-dai/.—U ia one 
of the alleviations of niy delicate state of health (and 
I couaider it a great one) that it enables me to have 
eo muoh of the company of my precious children. 
It is true I cannot walk with them ur share their out- 
door pleasures and recreations as I used to do ; but, 
being so much at home, we oan pass a great deal of 
time together. As I am seldom able to make many 
calls on my friends, wo have our evenings and other 
times when they are not in school; and very interest- 
ing to me is their company and conversation. Xhey 
enjoy reading such books aa we think suitable for 
their information or instruction, and are anxious to 
acquire knowledge ; but it is pleasant to observe 
how much pleasure they derive from an acquaintance 
with the Holy Scriptures. I believe the minds of 
children are particularly susceptible of delight (lora 
the beautifully simple and affecting nairativcs con- 
tained in the Bible, aod that, if judiciously intro- 
duced to them, they ate far from finding the other 
parts uninteresting. 
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To , 

London, 24Ui of Fourth Month, 1837. 
Before I eater on au; description of oui 
I Bball proceed to notice some of the oon- 
t«nts of tbino. Thou mayst be assured, my dear, we 
feci for and with thee, under Chose esercises thoa 
deaocibeat; but I infer from the tenor of the com- 
munication altogether, thy mind is at preseot in a 
state of excitement irbieh it is safest for tbee not lo 
foster ; for thankful iia we ought to be, tind I cni^t 
are, that thy attention is seriously turned to the ooa- 
sideration of those solemn truths which are of iafiaite 
and eternal importance, and on which the hopes of 
the true Christian depend, we should he sorry to eee 
thee carried away by that current, which, though, it 
may not always take the same direction, seems in (be 
present day to endanger the deep, thorough, hiddeo 
work which must be carried ou in every Tegenerated 
Houl {and which is not the work of a day) befora it 
can bo prepared to bring forth ma.tnre, substantial, 
and good fruit to the praise of the Great Husbandr 
man. Far be it from me to give an opinion aa to 
what may be thy future path ; the groat Head of ibe 
Church chooses hie own instruments as it pleaaeth 
hitn ; but even if it should he his purpose that thon 
shouldest thus testify thy love to him, he may show 
it thee, as he has done to many others, for yean, 
before he calls thee to the public acknowledgment 
of it. I boIievQ also tliat jouoft camfttta— iImmb ' 
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who nre newlj awakened to the value and importance 
of religion — are very apt, in tte ardor of their feel- 
ings, to imagine they are called to great things, and 
in the overflowings of that love to their Saviour 
which may he raised in their hearts to believe they 
must, Bs thou expreasest it, "speak his praise" to 
tboae around them ; hut it does appear to me to be 
one of the very successful stratagems of our ever- 
watchful enemy to persuade the young, as soon aa 
they begin to walk in the right way themselves, that 
they are called upon to teach otbers rather than to 
abide under that blessed teaching which would, if 
they had patience to endure ita secret reproofs, and 
to wait upon its many salutary though silent moni- 
tions, in due time make them much more capable to 
do so in thqjv daily life and conversation. I write 
to thee in great freedom, because thou hast asked it, 
aud because, as ooo who has lived longer and has 
seen something of the insidiona working of the cruel 
tempter, I feel it my duty so to do, being assured 
also thou wilt accept it as it is intended, — not to dis- 
courage thy progress in the way that is cast up for 
thee, whatever that way may be, but to show thee, 
if it may be, some of the dangers that surround the 
path of the young pilgrim. The longer I live, the 
more anxious I feel that the Lord may give me such 
a sense of the awful importance of the great truths 
of religion, aa that I may always be fearful of sub- 
stituting (xprestion for experience, wv4 ^.\wA \ "a«^i 
be more deairoas to feed in Bcotet ^'goii "Ai«'\«ea&. 'A 
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life than to talk about it to others. Let ns rBinem- 
ber, my dear, ihaC stillest atreamB are the deepest, 
sod that it often plcaaee the great Sanctifier, Kd- 
lightener, aad Comforter of the people of the Lord 
to carry on his work in their aouls after 
hidden inanDer. I would therefore rather eacouragfl 
thee to diligence in the duties of the closet, to pri- 
vate reading of the Scriptures, to cloBe self-examina- 
tion, meditation, and secret prayer, than to suffer 
thyself to be drawn forth into much conversation o 
writing on thy spiritual eoncerna. If thou look to 
the Lord Jeaus, and desire to be hia sincere, humble 
follower, be has proutised, such "shall not walk ia 
darkness, but shall have the light of life;" and there 
ia no teaching like hia teaching. . . . With respect to 
visiting the sick poor, thou knowest I have ever en- 
couraged thee to think of thera, and to attend to 
their temporal wuiilsj and, if in the course of thj 
visits aniongst tliem for this purpose, thou feel in- 
clined to read to them, it is a very useful and profit- 
able employment for thee and them ; but I searcely 
need say to thee, it requires great caution and much 
religious experienc^e, to speak suitably to pcraons who 
we perhaps undergoing the correcting discipline at 
our heavenly Father, or whom he may be training 
by muuy ufilictioiis, for a better inher 
speak a word in season" requires the asBistanoc of 
tliDt Spirit which only can teach ui to speak uight, 
and thcrefori) I would aay, it ia often aafer, espeoiiUy 
for young persons like thyself, ta offer v 
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prajer ou their behalf, if that ii raised in the L«art,' 
than to express- oaraelvea to them under the inClueDL'e 
of preaeut escttement. I hope, my dear, this latter 
will not diecounige thee. " Wait on the Lord, be of 
good courage, anil he shall streogthea thioe heait." 

Sixth Month, IQth, Sec<rad-<li]i/. — An important 
prospect at present oecnpies our attention, as it has 
done mure or lesa for at least two years past, — that of 
reinoving our residence to the neighborhood of Loo- 
don, Such a change is od maoy acoouats formidable, 
and we feel it to be n very serioas thing. May tlia 
Lord undertake for us in the matter, and direet our 
steps ill his fear! I believe we have been oftea 
brought, in reference to it, to adopt a pra^ev lilic that 
of Moses when he said, "If thy presence go not with 
me, carry us not up hence." The longer I live, the 
leBs impurtaut it appears where our outwaid habita- 
tion is, if it be but in the spot most conduoiTe to our 
highest interests. Wherever we are, we can haye 
DO aubstantkil comfort but in the simple euJearor 
to commit our way unto the Lord; and with his 
guidance and blessing all out trials and sorrowe shall 



Sesfitlh Month, Wth, Third-da^.—Oar Monthly 
Meeting held at MilTertoo. I ventured to lay before 
my friends a prospect of Tislting a few of the meet- 
ings iu this county and Devonshire, as well as the 
fiuniliea of some of those in this ioiniediute neigh- 
bgrhood. My dear 8. F. expressed his wiUiD-^uess 
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to accompany me, and, the Meeting concurriag ii 
viewBj a niinuto of approbation waa prepared. This 
is a verjr humiliatiDg engugeiiieat uuder all the cir' 
cumstances of these present times; but if it is called 
for at our bands, the Lord, ^rburn we desire to serve, 
will Dot forsake us ia our aecd, but will furnish lis 
vitb Euob supplies front day to day as he aces meet 
Oh, then, wbilat we have, as it were, " the seDt«noe 
of death in oursolves, that we sbould not trost ii 
selves," may we be enabled fully to believe in the 
goodness and sufficiency of Him who raiseth the 
deadl May we take every step in holy r 
fear, and minister only "of the ability which God 
giveth," that we may be abased and hia great Dame 
in all things be glorified I 

17lh, Second-ilay. — Since the foregoing date, we 
have been engaged, as my strength would admit, ii 
the visit to the families here, and have not jet 
finished. We have gone from house to house in deep 
poverty, and with an humbling s 
weakness ; but we have cause reverently to ackaow- 
ledge the tender mercy of the Lord, who does not 
forsake the little ones that place their dependence o 
him. I humbly trust some ability has been afforded 
to apeak plain truth in love, though in some inatanoes, 
if there had been a greater willingness to suffer, then 
might have been a fuller evidence that the whole 
message had been declared; atill, it hns been, ( 
whole, a season of the renewal 'of our .faith uid 
! in the putting forth of the Great Mtd 



Good Shepherd, and in the preciouBneaa of Lis 
agtiiiiting. 

2$ih, &conrf-rfoy.— Went to Tauuton od the 23d, 
io order to visit Friends So their families and attend 
the meeting od Firat-da^. Ilelped through this 
exercising service, may I not say to our humbling 
adniiratioo. Oh, how great la the Lord's ^^oodDess 
towards the children of men ! Havr does He plead 
with the rehellions, enoonrage the faint-hearted, and 
invite all to purtake of the riches of his meray in 
Christ Jesus! Heturned home to-day, and imme- 
diately set about the necessary preparations for our 
proposed removal to the neighborhood of London. 

mntk Month, 23.?, &i.CT(/i-rfay.— Left Wellington 
after a aolenm and heart- tendering season with om 
own household, all of whom except one are to follow 
OS to London. Weset off about noon in our own chaise. 

Tenth Mon!h,SOth, .Secoitrf-rfny.— The great change 
we have esperieneed by the removal to Peckham 
has a natural tendency to force home upon the mind 
the oft en -repeated trnth that here we have no con- 
tinuing city, and to bring with it a serious review of 
the past. Very solemn have been my feelings since 
we entered on this new allotment, and many instruct- 
ive and deeply-affecting seasons long since gone by 
have passed in review before mo, I humbly hope not 
without raising io my heart the sincere tribute of 
gratitude and praise. For the most part, my mind 
has been filled with sweet peace in committing all 
into the Lord's hand, and in something of a qniet 
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eoii&deDee that he irill jet care for us and oun, snd 
order all things in the way that shall be most ooD- 
duoive ki our highest interests. My soul bas been 
often ready to say, If th« Lord be the portion of our 
inbcritaooe and of our cup, wo need fear no evil; 
but I do not expect this state of mind to cuntiDne 
long without tbe intermpttoD that arises from the 
temptation of the enemy and the deep-rooted evils of 
tuy own heart If the cruel adversary should ere 
long endeavor to rniae aosious and depressing thongbta 
and to fill nio with unbelief and fear, oh that 1 
luay flee to the strong for Htreogth and he enabled 
etill to hold to the anchor "which entereth into that 
within the veil." I cannot espresa the desire I feel 
that the various changes we find in our allotment 
may be sanctified to us, and bo wade a means of ex- 
citing us to more holy diligence, to more coDstant 
watchfulncsM, and to a more faithful discharge of 
those every-day duties which devolve upon us. Be- 
ing unable to walk much, 1 am aecesaurily prevented 
from engaging in those things which interest, mnd 
occupy maay around me; and the numerous olaimg 
that eauie on me from the poor, in the retireoteat 
of my own home at Wellington, are not supplied 
at present by similar ones here, where wc are little 
known. Oh that this suspension of a kind of oc- 
cupation in which I have been wont to find phaaun 
and profit may uot render me selfish and att^'iiliw to 
my own personal eouvenience, but may 1 raiber ro». 
•ider it aa a call U> increased diligence in labortng 
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after an Bcqunintanoe with my own heart, and aeek- 
iDg more of spiritual oommunioD with mj God and 
Saviour! The best welfare of oar household and our 
precious children espeeiatly hiis been much on my 
luind of lato. May it bo given me to see how I can 
be made most useful to those who are in some 
measure dependent upon us daily ! Chiefly may I 
seek eontinually (he aid of the Holy Spirit, who 
helpeth our infirmities, and be enabled to walk bo as 
in no wiae to dishonor the cause of religion, but 
rather to hold out the impressive language of ex- 

Eleecnlh Monlh, 'id, Fi/(h-dai/. — Not at meeting 
this moL'ning, in eonseijueiice of a heavy cold. My 
meditation has turned a litlle oo a passage in the 
Proverbs which was fresh in roy mind on waking, 
though I do not recollect U> have rend it lately: 
" Prond and haughty soorner ia his name who dealeth 
in proud wrath." Lord, keep my soul from even the 
tnoet eeoret indulgetioe of a temper so foreign to the 
spirit of the gospel, so contrary to the self-denying 
charaeter of the meek and lowly Jesus ) and give me 
grace to bear with true patience those faults which 
it is niy duty, as the mistress of a family, to en- 
deavor to correct, in the genuine spirit of love and 
charity. 

Sth, Fnwrlh-dai/. — Oh that I may be kept in an 
bumble, watchful frame from day to day, seeking to 
ftlfil my dnties towards my own family in the fear 
of the Lord I The dear children have a oonstant 
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daim, reqairiug the judicious rcstrunt and direction 
of parental diacipliue. Their deeire Ui be with qb, 
ftnd the eojoytueot we have in their eoctety, holds 
out coqIiduilI iuduoemeat to indulge them, perhaps 
beyond the proper point; hut we have ever heea feur^ 
ful of weakening, by undue restrainte, that entire 
conQdence they repose in us. Uow difficult it is in 
all things to maintain the golden mean ! Everywhere 
we need the assistance of that wiadum which is from 
above, but eepecially in this important and sacred 

lOtk, Sixth-ilai/.—-0\i, how strong is the power of 
dtrknesa! how deep and ramiSed the roots of evil! 
May professing Christians be more aroused t« eon- 
uder what is their high calling, and be more dili- 
gent in individual and united efforts for the spread- 
ing of true Christian principles in the earth! and 
may those who arc unable to assist by active co- 
operation ever bear in mind that they are especially 
called to seek lor ability to put up secret petitions 
to our Father in heaven, on behalf of the oppressed 
and afflicted in every part of his great family! 
My mind is often deeply affected in reflecting 
on the state of the visible church; how far from 
coming up to that beautiful and comprehensive d«- 
scription given by our Lord when he said, " Ye an 
the salt of the earth;" "Ye &re the light of the 
world." Oh that those who name the name tS 
Obrisl were indeed brought under the luflneace (/ 
hit Spirit^ and so led to depait from iniquity as that 
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they raigLt possess a eeasoaing virtue and spread 
around them h healthful and purifying iuftaence I 
When will vital, practical gi>dliuese take the place of 
heartless profession and superfieial piety? Surely 
the church has to undergo a great change before she 
can occupy the position designed her in the earth: 
by wbat means her awakening aud purifying are to 
be effected ia known only to Him who is her ever' 
lasting Head. If he should employ her enemies for 
this purpose and sufier her more fcurfully to feel the 
rage of her adversaries, it would be no marvel. 
Ijord, give as more faith, nioi-e sincerity, more holy 
stability of purpose, that we may do all iu thy fear 
and with a single eye to thy glory ; and enlarge our 
hearts one towards another in the love of thy gospel ' 
of peace. 

17(A, Sixlh-ila!/. — Oh that I may be found dili- 
gent in those duties which belong to my every-day 
life. The serious responsibility of those who are 
placed at the head of a family often weighs heavily 
on my mind. The proper mora! and religious in- 
fltructioQ of servants is a subject much in my thoughts; 
bat I fear thinking about it too often takes the place 
of that hearty and conscientious endeavor whieh 
ought to be maintained. There is often much that 
ia dissatisfactory in the daily habits of this class of 
persons. Allowance is douhtless to be made for the 
want of erirly traiuiDg and a low standard of moral 
rectitude; hut, what most pains me is, that those 
who consider themselves religious profesaom, and are 
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deemed 6o by the societies to which they belong, 
ahould Dot hare a more elevated scale of Christian 
duty. Surely there ia a want iri Christian congre- 
^atiODs of enforcing the pluin practical precepts of 
the gospel. Am I faithful in tBia respect in my 
private sphere, or do false delicacy and other un- 
worthy motives deter me from speaking of little 
things that do not appear to ne consistent with 
sound morality or good principles? 

29th, Fourth'iiay. — How it grieves mc to see any 
of our dear friends departing from that scriptural 
simplicity of language which as membera of our So- 
ciety they have been taught to use ! 1 hope my 
beloved children will never abandon this noble testi- 
«nony againat the corruptions of a false and deceitful 
world; for, though I would be far from commending 
a self-righteous spirit or a censorious temper towards 
our Christian brethren and sisters whose attention 
may not have been called as ours has been to these 
particnlar branches of gospel trulb, I do believe it 
is important fur us to maintain our own ground even 
in little things; and I think 1 have long observed 
that where there has been a giving way in these, it 
has proved an inlet to greater weakness, and a me&DS 
of andomiining gradually the attachment to other 
important testimonies which have been committed 
to us, Oh that our Society had individually borne 
them with faithfulness and in the meekness of wia- 
duni, and then 1 believe the Christian church would 
this bare made greater advances than she has yet 
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done, and Ler cliUdrcn, beiag less cunformed to this 
world, wuald have made more successful resistance to 
th« spread of evil aad have upheld with boldness aud 
diguilj the standard of their holj Kedo«ii)er. Oh, 
whea ehall the professed fullowers of the Lord Jesus 
have more of the mind that was in him, and iu great 
and emsll things be more eoncerned to walk worthj 
of the vocation wherewith they are called 7 

Ticti/th Month, 81k/, Firitrdoy.—'Zhm day— the 
last of an eventful year — briags with it many solemn 
considerations. It is a day my dear husband and I 
would fain have spent together. He is at a distance, 
but brought near in epirit, and I doubt not his 
heart is bumbled under the remembrance of those 
multiplied mercies that have marked the year now 
passing away, and that his petitioos have secretly 
ascended on behalf of himself aud us, that wc may 
know the blessing of preservation and guidance in 
the tiuie to come, whether it be long or short. May 
our hearts be more devoted to the Lord, and our 
Bpiritfl BO quickened in his fear, that day by day we 
may know the help of his Spirit, to teach us his will 
and to guide our feet in the way of peaoel 



To E, K. 

PECKUiSI, Pirat Mantli, 2J, 1838. 

My beloved Frienu : — 

- When I received thj truly acceptable letter, it 
a fai tiam my intention to suffer so long a time to 
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elapae without ananering it. I made up my mind 
several days since that I would write on New Tear's 
day; but this has pisned away, and now it is the 
second of u month, which opens a new era in oar 
lives. Very sulemn and uBeeting to my wind art 
the considerations that arise ; yet, my dear friend, 
buniiliuting us is the view of my own little progress 
in the sohool of Christ, compared with the advan. 
tagea und opportunities I have enjoyed, my heart is, 
1 hope, sensibly touched with the renewed convio- 
tioD that, unworthy as I am, the goodness and mercy 
of a long- suffering God have followed me all my life 
long, and that he still, in his infinite love, waits to 
be gracious, and seeks, through the grace of oni 
Lord Jesus Christ, to perfect that which concemeth 
uie. Oh, then, that I may have more faith in him I 
and that this faith may bring forth more abundantlj 
the fruits which are assuredly called for, and which 
are to the praise of the Great UuabaoJuiaD I Tbu 
I write sume of the thuughts of my heart in freedsm 
to thee, dear E., who art, I doubt not, aJso esrnestlj 
desiring that the advance of time may be marked by 
an increased acquaintance with those things that con- 
cern our eternal well-beiug. That iu all things the 
best blessings may rest upon thee and thy dear sisters, 
and that you may know what it is to be led safely 
along by the Good Shepherd of the sheep, is mj 
sincere and earnest wiah for you. And in nllyovr 
intercourse with his servants, may he ^vo you to 
feel the force of that Scripture declaration, " On^ il 
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your HsBtoT, eveo Christ," aoi] to remember tliat, 
however it may plesBe him to qualify any of Iiib 
feeble iDstniments to speak to the edification ur com- 
fort of hia people, he k himself the fouotain of all 
good, and Btill teacheth, by his Holy Spirit, those 
who in simplicity and humility wait upoD him. 

I did not expect to be able to attcod the Quarterly 
Meeting; but the almost summer-like weather en- 
abled me to get out. It was a very iuterestiog time, 
in which E. J. Pry inioiBtered to us in a beautiful 
manner. She also received the sanction of the 
Quarterly Meeting in ii prospect of visiting France, 
particularly the city of PiiriH. E. Dudley is en- 
gaged in holding public meetings in London and the 
neighborhood, and lost eveoiag she had one here. I 
bad not been at any of them before, but last night I 
ventured to go. Her communication contained a 
full, clear, and forcible exhibition of the lending 
doctriuea of Christianity, brought home, in their 
practical bearing, to the conHetences of those pre- 
sent; and I should think there were few, if any, 
there, who would not consider their reaponsibilitiea 

^^BJnoreosed by such a setting forth of the Chriatiau'a 

^HHUth and duty. . . . 

^H. 1838, First Mojitk, M, Fourth-day.~'Y\xe coiH- 

^^Vnencement of n new year has produced 'in my mind 

^^^Very solemn and humbling reflections, whether I look 

at the irrevocable past, the important present, or the 

DDcertain future. The opening of another period of 
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onr lives, of irliich we know not what may be the 
termiDation, or whether before thiit arriTe our a^Hrits 
may be called away from these mortal bodies to ap- 
pear before the Lord of all and give an account of 
the deeds done on earth, ought indeed to make db 
rery serioos and to lead to deep learcbiag of heart. 
"Esaniine yourselves whether ye be Id the faith; 
prove yonr ownselvea. Know ye not your ownselves 
how that Jesoa Christ is in you, except ye be repro- 
bates F" This was the test proposed by an apostle to 
some of the early Christians. What do I know of 
this efficadoua faith, of this indwelling of the con- 
verting, renovating, sanctifying spirit of Christ oax 
Saviour, of a conformity to hia will, an abiding nmon 
with him as the branch in the vine? I humbly tniat 
I can say that through the power of his grace my 
heart is in some degree set upon heavenly thiogg, 
kod that my soul longs after more of the mind that 
was in our dear Redeemer, more of the humility, tKe 
meekness, the gentleness of Christ, more pstience in 
tribulation, more joyfulnesa in hope, more fcrvenoy 
of love, more steadfastness of faith; but, alas! in all 
these fruits of the Spirit how dispropurtioned hu 
been my progress (o the blessings and advaotagea 
bestowed ! Oh that my precious children may priie 
the day of eurly visitation, and seek in the morning 
of their life to be devoted wholly to the Lord ! 

5(ft, Sixth-iiirff. — I am much inclined, naturally, to 
retrace the pact, to dwell on the remembranoa ftf 
s gone by; bat though retrospection, under llM 
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teachiDg and with tbe Tcstrainta of that blessed Splric 
that, helpeth our infirmities, ia a very prnlitiible cser- 
ciae of the mind, it is, when indulged as a rratural 
bias, attended with peculiar temptatioas, particularly 
iu relatioD to aeasons of sorrow. The enemj takes 
advantage of the disposition to retrace tbe minute 
circa m stances of these, in order to disturb the peace 
of the soul, to cloud its confidence, and to produce a 
Badness unfavorable to the discharge of those duties 
of every day which are imperative and demand for 
(heir right performance the full energies of the mind. 
The sufferings of my precious sister in her long ill- 
ness, and the mnnj touching incidents of her aick- 
chamber and that of my beloved father, twenty-four 
years ago, arc presented to my mind with such fresh- 
ness and vividness Hs to seem almost like a reality; 
and I am often obliged, by a strong effort, to tuni * 
from the contemplation of them. I want more of the 
faith that lifts the veil, that enables its possessor to 
leave all unprofitable cleaving to those things which 
are behind, and to reach forth unto those things which 
are before, pressing "toward the mark for the prize 
of the high Cidliog of God in Christ Jesus." We are 
too apt to forget that there is but a small step between 
mourn fulness and murmuring. I desire thut miiiL' 
may be a cheerful, not a forced, submission to thi; will 
of my heavenly Father, and that I may seek, nilli 
humble confidence in his perfect wisdom, to leave thu 
past with him; endeavoring to inquire what is tito 
trason he designs to teach mc, and how it may be 
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applied to the present. It is not for us to inqmrs 
why Bome of his devoted servants, who, to onr appre- 
heiiGioD, seemed to live with their loins girded abont 
and their lights huraing, should have to pass throagh 
Buch severe bodily conflicts before the mortal taber- 
nacle Qould be put off. When thnt glorious hope, fiill 
of immortalitj, is made perfect, sarely they do realue 
that which hy fsith they were, even here, enabled to 
believe, — that all the afflictions of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory of their 
eternal inheritance. May we then be silent, and 
adore the Hand that hath done all things well concern- 
ing his servants, and gather from their esperienoe 
renewed strength and confidence, seeing that lie who 
was their refuge is still the same Lord over all, and 
is rich unto all that call upon him. 

22d,Sefon(l-d<iy. — I have bad but little leisure 
Ibr writing the last two weeks, bnt during that time 
have been gladdened by the return of uiy beloved 
husband, bringing our dear M. with him. We are 
thankful to have our children ouce more all with us, and 
are solicitous to discover what will be the most satis- 
factory plan to pursue with regard to their eduoatioD. 
If it can be suitably carried on at home, we should 
prefer it to parting with any of tbem, — at least for 
some time to come. The society of children is veij 
Bweet and endearing, and many are the opportunitiea 
afforded to a parent of endeavoring to cultivate nght 
prinoiples and affections. We hare the comfort, at 
present, of seeing our dear boys prefer the society of 
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their pareota to evety other, and their dutiful desire 
to do what wo wish ia gntteful, and amply cuiupoQ- 
satea for the exerliuo iuseparablo from the oaro of 
lively children, whuse eoergiea waut oonalaQt regu- 
lation aod control. But whether Lhey will have ull 
that ateadiness of governuieot and wholesome dis. 
ciplinej in the hours of their dear father's absence, 
which is essentiul, adiuita of some douht. In this 
respect I feel my deficieocy greatly, both from the waut 
of proper judguient aud decisioo, and the efl'ects, 
oftentimes, of bodily weakness. In this aud other 
important considerations, which uow press seriously 
upon us, may we be favored with direction from 
*boTe! 

Second MouA, ilk, Firsl-day. — My mind has been 
lately in a dark state, beset with doubts and unbeliev- 
ing fears, whilst Satitn, who ie ever ready to aggravate 
the confusion and distress of the tossed soul, has not 
been wanting in temptations to ^raw me into unwatch- 
fulness, and to make more work for repentance, even 
if he cannot wholly succeed in his cruel devices. Ob, 
when shall I know my whole temper and spirit to be 
conformed to the image and will of Christ our Re- 
deemer? There has been much need lately of more 
self-govern men t, more meekness, humility, and lowli- 
ness of mind, which would contrite the soul uudei' a 
deep sense of its own multiplied transgression, wbeu- 
erer the faults of others are brought into view. 

Meeting this morning after an absence of five 
I sat under an humblin 
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my oira slow progress id the Cbristka course, if, 
indeed, I am not retrogradiug ; and when E. D. en- 
larged on the want of willingnesa in those who had 
beeD again aod again invited to the feast the Lord 
provides for bis people, fully to aocept the offers of 
his grace and avail themselves of bis bouDtifnl pre- 
parsitiuD, my heurt wua smitten with Bomething like 
the appropriating language of Nathan, "Thou art 
the man." How tender has been his care, how 
gracious his invitations to my soul ! and what am I, 
after years of profession ? Lord, be pleased to spue 
yet a little longer, and to dig about and dress tfae 
fig-tree, that it be not cut down as utterly unfruitful t 

Tliird Month, \sl, Fi/cli-dai,.-~^ar minds hare 
been closely exercised of late on the eabjeol of our 
future place of residenue; more especially as, after 
many fruitless inquiries in both places, a house bu 
DOW offered, both here and at Tottenham. The eotle 
has preponderated in favor of the latter, the place ire 
looked most towards in the first iiistaoce; and I 
humbly trust we may go forward, in a little faith 
that it is the right decision. After some coufliot of 
mind on the subject, we seemed to feel a degree of 
quiet confidence that in looking tuwards a settlement 
in that Meeting we were not lurning aside from the 
path of duty, and that it would be safest for us to 
decide on taking a house there. 

Fourth Aton!h,hOlli, Sfeoiiii-ilai/. — It islongaiooa 
T wrote a memorandum of this sort, but apprehend 
It is a loss to myself wholly to omit retracing, ia this 
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^^^n^, some of the varied circmuatances that Httend 
^^Hor path. I desire to write only a simple record of 
those eventa hy which our compassionate heuveuly 
Father is pleased to oarry on his wise aod needful 
discipline, with such reflections on the state of my 
own heart as may serve to impress more deeply the 
sense uf his mercy to one so unworthy. I have often 
found, in low muuients, or when new trials seemed to 
threaten, comfort and encouragement in reviewing 
the steps by which we have been led hitherto, the 
deliveranoes experienced, the blessings vouchsafed, 
and the forbearing gentleness of the Lord towards 
one of his weak and doubting, but, I would humbly 
hope, io some measure depending, children; whilst 
the retrospect of my own condnct in the varied 
cirouniBtanaes of life, and the consideration how far 
it has fallen short of the etaodard set up by our dear 
Bedeemer, ought to humble me into the dust, and 
does at times call forth a language like that of one 
of the Lord's people formerly : — " Who am I, 
Lord God, and what is mine house, that thou hast 
brought me hitherto?" 

We came to Tottenham last Fifth-day, not without 
a variety of feehngs. To eater on an untried sphere 
appears formidable, though after the earnest and, I 
trust, sincere desires we have felt to be directed 
aright, and the repeated proofs we have had of the 
loving-kindness of the Lord towards us, iny mind is 
urably SQstaiaed in quiet confidence that we are 
r the care of our heavenly Father for good, 
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Bud that he has led us to the place which is reallj 
best for ns. We come, indeed, under a strong eenw 
thiit trials must be expected trherever we dwell, if 
we would be found followers of a crucified Saviour; 
yet I have felt that we have cause revereotly to blen 
the uitme of the Lord, aod Qguin to commit ourselveB 
into his good band. 

Maria Fox haviog been engaged in a religions 
visit in two of the neighboring counties, the follow- 
ing entries occur in her diary ; — 

Tenth Month, I2th, Sixlh-dai/.-^ki the weekday 
meeting at Ejdon ; a small company, but a time of 
some precious feeling, in which the solitary ones 
were encouraged to lay hold on the strength th&t 
may be from lime time mercifully afforded, and the 
renewed offers of heavenly love and pity went forth 
to some who might be eonsoioua of huving wandered 
from the path of safety. Divei^ed a little from the 
road, in returning to Northampton, to see S. and E. 
Simons in their soUtarj home. William Simons, 
their father, was rather a remariiable oharaotei, 
well known to me, in my early days, as a frequent 
visitor at my dear parents' house, — a venerable mwt, 
of strong natural understanding, ihongh without the 
udvaDtages of education. He was much engaged !b 
the work of the ministry, and was a frequent •(• 
tender at (uDerals, and on other occasions that wen 
likely to draw people together. His extensive and 
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Mourste knowledge of the Holy Scriptures was often 
striking to thoae who might be ready to despise the 
homeliness of his esterior and his almost uncouth ap- 
pearance. His income was very sqibII, but, with a con- 
tented mind, enough for his wants, and he bad always 
a comfortable bed and a welcome for Friends travelling 
on religious service. Tbis valuable man suffered muob 
from the oppressive exactions of the parish priest, 
who was a young man of illiberal mind, and availed 
himself of the utmost ullowutiee of the law, taking, for 
a demand of tbirteen pence hulf penny per year, and 
the fines permitted by the Eeclfsinsticol Court for 
non-payment of the eame, a pieoe of land on whioh. 
W. S. kept hia horse. This he retained upwards of 
nine years, and subjected his venerable and justly- 
respected neighbor to the inconvenience of going a 
distance of two miles (when he came weary from bis 
journeys) to a plot of grouod he hired for the keep 
of his horse. The ciise was long under the notice of 
Friends, and visits were paid at different times to the 
clergymnQ, with little effect. My dear father and 
the late Frederick Smith went to I'eterborough, and 
had an interview on the subject with Dr. JIadan, 
then bishop of the diocese. The bishop gave thorn a 
very kind and Christian-like reception, expressing 
his regret that any of the clergy under bis superin- 
tendence should have so little regard for conscientious 
flcruples, and engaged to write the der^man a letter 
of remonstrance, which there was reason to believe 
be did. After the plot of grouod was restored, I 
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Wlieve W. S. was not again troubled in the same 
way- 

19^, Sixfh-dai/. — Caino from High Wycombe to 
Uxbridge, an(] from thence home. We were favored 
to arrive sufely and to find our dear childreD welL 
Fur this, aad for many bkasiogB that have been be> 
stowed upon us, we desire that we may feel hnmbly 
thankful, aod that the review of our late journey 
may be made deeply instructive to our minds. May 
the assistance graciously afforded strengthen our 
faith, and the ouiisEiona and baitings lastingly im- 
prees the necessity of simple dependence and child- 
like obedience to that which ia clearly manifcBted, 
though it may he under feelings of grent weakness! 
When creaturely reasonings nre once given way to, 
the enemy poure them in like a flood, and, in the low 
oondilion of our poor Society in many places, there 
is the utmost need fur all who go forth to labor to 
strive to hold fast every part of the armor with 
which they may have been in some degree invested. 
My mind baa been much impressed in passing along, 
chiefly, perhaps, from a painful sense of deflcieacy 
in my own particular, with the importance of futh 
and the necessity for uaing it, though it may seem 
very low. Does not the reply of our Lord to his 
disciples when thej said, ■' Increase our faith," 
seem to intimate that if they were willing to ex- 
ereiae the grain tliey had, it would be found to ha?e 
an overooniing power? " If ye had faith aa ■ 
I grun of mustard-aeed, ye might aay unto thia ^os- 
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ID thy heart as that thou mayat endeuvor to be found 
walking in the way that is well pleasing in bis divine 
sight, remembering that his eye is always upon us. 
There is one point on whiub I have wished to give 
thee a word of connsel : not so much because I think 
thee in fault in this respect, as because, where many 
young persoDS are together, they are apt sometimes 
to indulge in eonversatioa without much considering 
tbe tendency of it. I believe it is very important 
for ua all, and especially so for the young, to keep up 
a very solemn sense of the a,wful nature of the Divine 
Being, and of the deep reverence with which we poor 
mortals should think and sppiik of Him who is bo in- 
finitely exalted above all ; and that we should never 
allow ourselves to speak lightly either of our great 
Creator's name, or of those things which relate to our 
eternal state; because, by such means, (he mind may 
be brought, by degrees, to disreftird the iwoat solemn 
subjects. These thonghts have arisen, in part, from 
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hearing thee relate one or two storiea, which, though 
they iiiaj be met with in history or other books, are 
beat not dwelt upon or repeated. By keeping a 
guard over tbj words and thoughts in this respect, 
thou wilt be Gtrcugtbened to resist temptation, which 
ii alwajB at hand in some way or other, and which 
i cannot overcome in our own strength ; but, if 
we ask the Lord for help, he will grant it ua, and 
will bless the watchfulness of a mind that desires to 
ive in his fear all the day long . . . 

Eleventh Month, 20/A, Mfrrf-i/a^.— Desires were 
raised in my heart, on Grst waking this moraing, 
after suppUes of heaTenlj wisdom, to direct ua in 
the important duty of training our beloved children. 
Full of affectionate feeling, but, as is natural at their 
age, active, energetic, and often impctuouB, thejr 
demand a judicious firmness tempered with meeknesB 
and discretion. I am sadly wanting in a uniform 
and prompt decision, by which oieans I often make 
trouble for myself, and perhaps for them too. Be- 
sought the Lord that he would strengthen me to 
perform my duty in his fear, and had some sweet- 
ness in the reUiemhrancB of hia multiplied meroies 
towards one »o unworthy. 

24fA, Sevtnlh-ilay. — How many errors are oc- 
casioned by the disposition of mankind to dogmatiie 
reli^on, — to frame theories of their own on 
poinla not fully revealed to us, and which we o&d 
never comprehend until that solemn period when the 



^ 



■ MEMOIRS OF MARIA FOX. 95 

Tbil aliall be removed, and we shall know even m 
also we are known. In the mean time, it is the part 
of the true believer to receive with humility the 
mysterious truths of Christianity, and to rest in the 
assurance that what may now appear to our finite 
underetandingB inconiprehensible, or even contra- 
dictory, will then he found in perfect harmony with 
all the holy attributes and adorable perfections of 
God. But human wisdom is uniciUing to wait; 
and BO systems are proposed, and the simple-hearted 
are perplexed about that which it is of little import- 
ance to them, individually, to know, whilst there 
may be some danger of neglecting those plain, prac- 
ticnl, heart-searching truths that ought to press on 
OUT most serions and attentive consideration. Christ 
himself has snid, " If, therefore, thine eye he single, 
thy whole body shall be full of light." Oh that we 
bad a more single eye to the leadings of the Great 
and Good Shepherd ! then we should see clearly the 
things which belong to our souls' peace, and what 
part he may condescend to assign ns in the carrying 
on of his work in the earth. Not that I would 
undervalue clear views of soriptural truth, for I be- 
lieve we have suffered, and do still suffer, as a So- 
ciety, for want of more attention to the various parts 
and different branches of it; but man is apt to run 
on into extremes, and is not satisfied to stop where 
it is evidently the design of infinite wisdom that his 
lowledge should be limited. The condition of the 
then, to whom the knowledge of an outward 



96 MEMOIRS OF mahia rox 

[Qvelation has not been granted, — the Bubjectof man's 
free agcncjj and of eleotion, '■ according to the fore- 
knowledge of God the Father." — are fiir above oar 
l!niit«d power of comprehension ; but the Holy 
Scriptures abundantly testify uf the goodness and 
mercy of God, and of the fnlneBs and freeness of 
that salvation which oomeB by Jesus Christ, who, we 
are expressly told, tasted death for every man. 
Most beautifully and evenly is the balance held, in 
the lan^age uf the inspired ynluoie. Oh that men 
would reverently racetve all that ia there unfolded, 
and leave the uufathoinable with Him to whom, we 
are assured, ''secret things belong." The three 
following test«, taken to connection, appear to nw 
rery atrilfiDg, as illuBtralive one of another. " Him 
that Cometh to me I will in no wise cast out." JoliD 
tL 37. "No man can come to me, except the 
Father, which hath sent me, draw him." John »L 
44. "And I, if I fae lifted up from the oartb, will 
draw all men unto me." John sii. 32. 

8{A, Sevenlli-ifai/. — For some days past, in a. state 
of anxiety on several accounts, fears and apprehen- 
lions taking possession of my mind ; but this morn- 
ing some tittle ability seems afforded to cast all into 
the Lord's band, who has been so very merciful to 
us, who tan care for us and ours even unto the end, 
and make all the trials which be may see meet to Kp> 
point or to permit subservient to the purposes of his 
grace. If the Lord for a moment withdraw bis nu- 
tuaing power, my soul will again become a prej ta 
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the tempter, who knows how to raaguify hiniseff by 
magnifjing our diseourageaienta. M»y I seek hourly 
for that strength in which alone we can HUccessfuIly 
resist Mm I The apostle declared the shield of faith 
was able "to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked;'' and is not this shield freely offered, throuf^h 
the tender mercy of the Lord, even to the feeblest of 
those who love him in sincerity ? 

23(7, FirH-dai/. — Indisposition has confined me to 
the house for nearly a fortnight. Last Fourth-day 
my 8. F. left us for Wellington. We were favored 
with a sweet season before he set out, when the re- 
newed sense of our heavenly Father's love wag merci- 
fully granted. Oh, how this sweetens every cup I I 
was very thankful for such a favor, having particu- 
larly felt the prospect of parting with ray beloved 
husband at this time; but when we have reason to 
beUeve we nre in our right places respectively, we 
may be encouraged to trust that help will not be 
withheld in time of need. I find it very sweet to 
have the dear children about me, though their acti- 
vity of body and mind keeps me fully employed. 
Thought it a comfort to sit down with my dear 
friends at meeting, though in much poverty myself. 
It is no small favor to he placed amount those who 
are sympathizing and affectionate, and to have some 
un whom we can lean, as fur as it may be safe to lean 
on mortals, for solid judgment and counsel. " Cease 
ye . from man" is a language that has surely been 
sounded in our ears, as a people, by those things that 
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have been permitted to befall ub; and I desire we 
msy iDcreasingly seek to bave oar dependence on the 
Lord alone : neveTtbeles^, those whom he qualifies 
for important stations in the church are (o be 
esteemed highly, and the elders counted worthy of 
double honor. 

1839, Fimt Month, 2Zd, Third-day. — With change 
of place oar circumatanees vary; and, if exempted 
from some trials that have formerly attended our 
path, it is to be espeeted nufi ones vill arise and 
the enemy also will change his temptations and adopt 
fresh methods of assault. This life is to the Chris- 

[) the scene of his warfare, not of his rest. For 
several years my dear husband and myself had m&oy 
close provingB and conflicts of spirit in connection 
fith the agitated state of nnr Society j but I have 
generally felt restmined from committing mnch re- 
specting them to writing. Wc had the unspeakable 
eooiforl of being united in one mind and one jndg- 
;nt; and we feit the importance of not aggravating 

r feelings nnder it by detailing circumstances even 
in this private manner. Self may be fed by reconnt- 

; oiir trials, which we are apt enough to dwell 

in and pore over. If they spring in any meaenre 
from nnr attachment to what appear to ns important 
principles, we are in danger of considering all our 
disquiets and UDeBsioeas as sufferings for the tmth'i 
sake) whereas they maybe partly produced b j oar 
iodnlgenee of an unchristian disposition or by the 
prevalence of unmortified self-love. In this vaj W* 
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may deeeire onreelves aod increaee our di^courage- 
meots ; whilst &a endeavor h> niiniber our blceainga 
and stir up the mind to a grateful remembraace of 
the Lord's mercies is botJi aDimating and hmubliag. 
In our present position wo are necessarily brouffht 
more into contact with the body at large, and have 
an opportunity of observing tbe effect of opposite 
views in both directions. Oh, how craftily does the 
adversary worli ! — representing that as aU-importaiit 
to one which, with equal success, he oxhibita to an- 
other as of no importance at all. He cares not in 
what direction we wander if he can but turn us out 
of tbe strait path and rab us of that peace which is 
to be Bought in siniply following our heavenly Leader 
in the obedience of faith. Wbeu he cannot ahalte 
the mind from a steadfast attachment to what it has 
proved to be good and valuable, he sometimes seeks 
to busy it too much with externals, or so to depress 
it with gloomy and discouraging views as to obstruct 
the lively exercise of faith and hope and the growth 
of other precious fniita of the Spirit. It is true, 
there are discouragemenls enough, — such a niaea of 
heterogeneous opiaioos, contradictions, and incon- 
eistencies amongst men that wc might well sink at 
the view, were it not for tliut consoling and strength' 
ening asauranee of the Lord Jesus, that his sheep 
shall koow his voice, and that be will give them 
Bueh a discriminating knowledge of tt as shall euable 
them to distinguish it from the voice of the stranger. 
It is the policy of the enemy to raise a clamor, that 
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men may not hear or may oot attend to this gentle 
aad in-apeaking voice. He knows how to take eveiy 
advantage, and to tarn opposite circumstances to bia 

1 account, and perbaps is now seeking to hinder 
the progress and to lesson the nsefolness of some in 
our Society by unduly casting them down. 

We often bear it said, and are too apt to say our- 
selves, the times in which we live are peculiar; 
without BufEciently considering that in every age of 
the church there have been afflictions deemed pecu- 
liar by those on whom they fell ; therefore the Apostle 
Peter says, " Beloved, think it not strange oouoem- 
ing the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto you." What are 
our sufferings when compared to those of the first 
followers of Christ? They endured a great fight of 
atflictiona ; and how ? Not by giving way to gloomj 
fears, uttering doleful complaints, or casting re- 
proaches one upon another. They put on " the 
breastplate of faith and of love, and for a helmet the 
hope of salvation," and nobly pressed toward the 
murk for the prise of their high calling; and surely 
it is with the same heavenly armor wc must be 
equipped if we would maintain our posts *a good 
soldiers of Christ Jesus. Let us not then pore over 
each other's errors, but rather seek for more of that 
gruee which will enable us to detect our own. I 
think I never felt mors strongly than at present 
the necessity for all who seek the welfare of our 
Society to endeavor to follow diligently their indi- 
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vidua] path of duty, as it may be clearly made known 
to them, looking oa little as poesibte to the right 
hand or to the left. Oli for a single eye aod u 
Bimpio h'eart! but how deficient am I herein! 
We know who it is that hath said, "If therefore 
thine eye be aingle, thy whole body shall be full uf 
light." 

27 cA, fSrat-day. — A very nnprofitable stale of 
mind this morning ; wandering thoughts and gr^at 
deadness and dryness of spirit. Feared I should 
leave the meeting without partaking of any refresh- 
ment ; but at length my dear husband was strength- 
ened to offer a prayer for those of whom it might be 
said, "the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak." This petition for the help and the strength- 
ening of the weak, and for the Lord's gracious power 
to overcome their souls' enemies, tendered and oon- 
trited my hard heart; and I was thankful for some 
secret persuaaion that the Lord is merciful to his 
feeble and unworthy children, visiting their souls 
with his love, even when they seem unable availioglj 
to cry, " Give us this day our daily bread." 

ZEiA, Second-tfatf. — My miud was (riled with 
anxiety on waking this morning. Oh that all anxie- 
ties and fears may be brought in faith to the divine 
footstool I But for the ability to do this we must 
wait and seek. In times of deadness and unprofit- 
ableness there is an exercise for faith and patience. 
May I never forget this, but endeavor in the changes 
of acason to cheiish a confiding spirit ! " Wait on the 
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Lord, be of good courage, and he Bhall strengtben 
thine heart," was the language of David- 

Tenlh Moalh, 3(/, Fifih-dai/. — On returning from 
moetiog, found a letter, with a poor account of my 
dearauat E. Hayland. 

Ath, Sixlk-doy. — Went to Northampton; foand 
my annt very feeble, but quite capable of knowing 
me, and apparently much satisfied that 1 was with 
her. 

VMk, Firtt-day. — My dear auut continued to de- 
cline very gradually; was not able to converse much, 
but occasionally dropped little remarks that showed 
where her thoitpthta were centred. About four 
o'clock on the afternoon of the Ttb, her spirit vru 
gently set free from the suffering tabernacle. OdIj 
M. C, and M., besides myself, were present; and M 
sweet was the feeling tbut prevailed at that solemn 
moment we were luath to break the stillness by caU- 
ing any one. I believe our hearts were secretly 
bowed in gratitude before the Ixird, who had mi 
mercifolly sustained his aged servant through the 
last conflict, hud grunted her a gentje and easy die- 
missul at the close of it, and ministered, we oaonot 
doubt, through the grace of the Lord Jesua Christ, 
MB entrance abundantly into his everlasting kiogdom. 
The departure of this mj last near relative of tbtt 
gonemtion is touching to my tendcrest feelings, and 
opens H truia of reflections that cannot be set down 
with pen and ink. My dear aunt was enabled to 
give proof of early dedication, throagh her suhmi». 
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sion to the reGtmioiDg power of the Spirit of truth, 
and in laany close trials of faith and patience has 
reniarkabl; held fast her integrity; maintaiiiing, ia 
the different circumstances in which she hsa heeo 
placed, some of them more than ordinarily painful, 
the character of an huinhle, consistent follower of 
Christ ; and her sun has set with sweet serenity, 
leaving hehind a bright example to others. Her 
tender concern and sympathy for the afflicted were 
much evinced hy her care for the poor around her; 
and, though her means were not great, her desire to 
help thent to the utmost of her ability was very ap- 
parent, ahe was a woman of active habits, and, Dot- 
withstanding her age, being, I think, upwards of 
eighty, she cnntinned the regnlur visitor of a Bible- 
district till within a few months of her decease. 

It was a great comfort to me that D. 0. arrived on 
Seoond-day, — just what the dear departed would 
have chosen if she could have directed for herself. 
I have often had occasion to remark how even minor 
circumstances seem to be ordered at such a time for 
those who have sought to put their whole trust in 
the 1-ord, The interment took place to-day, whep a 
large and solemn meeting was held. 

Uth, Second-Jni/. — Spent an interesting but af- 
fecting morning at my late dear aunt's dwelling. We 
could not but mournfully fee! that the house which 
had been her residence for nineteen years, and where 
she was wont to entertain her friends with cheerful 
hospitality, must ere long be given up; but had the 
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ootuforting belief that, though her place on e&rtb 
shuU kuov her do more, she haa been received iMo 
" a buildio^ of God, a honae not made with lunds, 
ettrDal Id the heavens." 

18fh, Si.ilh-daff. — It is thirty years this day since 
my precious mother was taken 'from this world. 
The uircurosUincea of her death are very fresh in my 
remcmbraoce. llow maoy soleTun coa side rations 
does the return of this season bring with it I Where 
should I now have been but fur the preserving and 
restrainiti;r hand which se<.'retly held me in seasoDg 
of peculiar peril? Deprived of the watohfal oare of 
& judicious mother at the age of sixteen, and & few 
years afterwards of my honored father, with a dispo- 
sition that laid me open to many dangers, I shudder, 
even now, to think where I might have been led ; 
but the Lord, iu hia tender oompaeaion, forsook me 
not, followed me with hie reproofs, and exercised his 
fatherly chastisements. Some of these were bitt«r to 
the nuturel taste, yet can I now feelingly adopt the 
language of the Psulmiet, and say, " It is good for 
me that I have been afUicted," for " before I was 
afflicted I went astray." Oh that through a mora 
watchful obedience to the leading* of the Great and 
Good Shepherd there may he an increased ability to 
make the addition the Psalmist made : — " But now 
hare I kept thy word." I have felt much inclined to 
sliu^ to the privacy of our own dwelling; bat tho 
I eonsideratiou of what may be our present duty ia- 
I diDeB OH to look towards the meeting of El&miuet- 
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smith and Brentford aext Firat-day, I feel esceed- 
iogly loath to leave our dear bojs o^ioi but have 
thought of the trials to which our early Fiiends were 
exposed, who, when they left their homes to attend 
meeting, had the coDstant appreheasioa of being sent 
from it to a dungeon, where they might He months 
or even ye»rs, and in some instances, perhaps, leave 
their children without the needful provision for their 
support. Strong faith, indeed I how it reproves our 
relnctant and feeble service I 

1840, Second Month, 2Gth, Foui-ik-darf. — AnotW 
vacancy in my journal, during which many things 
have transpired. Intelligence of the death of dear 
Charles Wheeler in France, and a touching request 
Arom S. that we would, if possible, meet him at 
Southampton, where it was their intention to int«r 
the remains, induced us to go thither on the 18th 
inst. We found our dear friends at the Dolphin 
Inn, where they had arrived that morniog from 
Havre, after a tossing passage, ^Daniel Wheeler, Ha 
son and daughter. The interment took place on the 
19th, before meeting. A very precious and solemn 
covering was permitted at the grave, in the meeting, 
and during the remainder of the day, in whioh there 
was a sustaining sense of the tender mercy of the 
Lord, who had so remarkably carried on and com- 
pleted his own work in the soul of the dear departed, 
strengthened his affectionate attendants for their cup 
of trial and for the laborious duties of prolonged 
watching, and who now continued to be near as their 
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uatiilliDg helper. It was & tenderitig aeasoo, and we 
felt it a privilege to share with them^ though it was 
some effort to go. 

Laat First-day evening ineetiog was held with 
(he poor people, in our meeting-house here, W 
which ihey had been invited from the several dis- 
tricts we had previously visited. It wss a searohiog 
season, wherein the danger of rejecting Christ uid 
the various ways in which men reject him were 
pressed home to the consideration oi' those prr«enl, 
at, well as encouragement held out to such as were in 
any measure sensible of their condition and brought 
to desire a participation in those hlessings which an 
in his hand to bestow, I think it was a solemn 
meeting, and desire to be humbly grateful for the 
help afforded, though it was more laborious thui 
some former ones have been. Hard hearts I thiiik 
there were amongst the company, though many of 
the people were very quiet and attentive, aud some, I 
doubt not, felt the truths that were declared. 

Yesterday our dear friend Daniel Wheelei «nd hia 
three children dined at our house, — greatly to be 
syiiipathlxed with under their affecting ciroumstanees. 
We had an interesting season together before m 
parted, in which the sense of our heavenly Father'e 
luve and of his tender care for his people were 
sweetly felt. 

Thtril Mvnth, 21th, Sixth-day. — My mind tfrday 
in a quiet, peaceful frame, though covered with kd 
awful sense of the- responsibility restibg upon thoM 
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who are made use of W oonvey the word of exhorta- 
tioQ to others, and to set forth the way of life aod 
salvation. The time may come — oh, may I profitahlj 
bear this in tniad ! — when there must be a practical 
exhibition of that patience under severe trials which 
is the duty of the Ohriatian, and when active service 
may give place to passive and secret suffering; when 
there must be a yet more full and pcraonul proviug 
of the efficacy of those supports and consolatioDS 
which have been held up as the privilege of the true 
believer in Christ. Oh that the Holy Spirit may 
work so effectually in my aoul that there may he 
something of that experience spoken of by an apostle, 
when he said, " I have learned, in whatsoever state I 
am, therewith to be content," and that a true sub- 
mission to the will of God may be wrought, so that, 
whilst he is pleased in any way to call for public 
labor, there may he the ready obedience of faith; 
and wheu he may see meet to lay aside the unworthy 
instrument, to turn his hand upon it in another sort 
of discipline, there may be the full acknowledgment 
of hia perfect right to do what he will and by whom 
he will, and a, capacity felt to rejoice in his con- 
tinued goodness to his people! "One generation 
shall praise thy works to another, and shall declare 
thy mighty acts." 

Fourth Month, 20(ft. — Last Seventh-day, my beloved 
J.'s birthday. I helped him to stook hia little gar- 
den with lowers, and this pleased him more than if 
we had sought a costJy treat for him. The delights 
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of children are simple, and their hearts expaad to I 
proofs of love and kindness, however trifliag tl; 
may be. All nature weara the joyful garb of sprii 
aod the garden looks very iovitiag; had a walk in 
this morning, before breakfast, with my dear S. F. ; 
very sweet to me. 



Trareller! wfaithsr away bo faetf 
The break of morn is loBnelj put ; 
Thou bsit hoDD enough beroro Ihiw ;et 

Begloni of beautj around thea lie: 
Fua tbeui uot unheeded by. 

SlrBngar! mark woll that orb on high : 
Par it hnth dlmb'd the dear blue sky 
SlDM, flrel It rose op my enger eighl. 
Bathing yoD hills in a flood of tight: 
Short ii the diilaucu I'le aame. and >Don 
That .on will have gnin'd the height of ui 



Tr»vB 



.0 glan 



lirj ground. 
Rest theo a wbile in these sbadowing howeri, ' 
■Hid tbe mnsie of birds and the perfume of B ~ 
TiiloDS o! glidneii around thea iball plaj : 
Thy journey is toilsome and thorny thy way. 



Stranger! my journey is (oilson 



. 'II* true : 



irFj proponsd fnr ub there, 
the ahnde nf tboiH bevers. 
of the fragrance of aoKBrl, 



Sli meridian beat he aJresdy ■< 






MEMOIRS OF MARIA FOX. 

Be Hill qirioiilr desrend. and the ctoDd-caHn) 
Arraj'd m ikw jpldodors, reiiBlvti brio (u rest 
:pe»i nilh Ibo ardor of fnilh aud of 1< 



Eighth Monti, Ilk. — This eTening mj dear tnsbanti 
ight nie the intelligence tbst he was noaiinatecl 
mt the "Meeting for Snfferii^" to Becempany ieTenil 
other friends goJnp, by ftppointinent, to visit those 
pmfeasing with os in the Sontfc of Frsoce. My smdl 
mMeore seemed pretty fnll before; bat I iJare not 
offer a word of disco»rageineti6. So great is the call 
for hnmble gTutitnde id bia reatoratioa to health, and 
BO strong hare been my desires that we may be more 
fully deToted'lo the Lord'a will in all things, that i( 
would ill beconw me to mnnnwr now. I aaw the 
thing had taken bold of his mind ; indeed, I believe 
the proBpect was not new to him, though circmn- 
stsDceR had appeared to render it improbable that he 
conld make one of this depntAtion. I deerre, if be 
do go, to commit him into the tender eare and keep- 
ing of a good and gracions Maater, who can strengthen 
him eveiy wny for bis work and service. 

20th. Fi/ih-dar/.—'My dear hnnband set off for 
Southampton, in order to embarii for Havre. We 
w^Te permitted to part nnder a precious feeling of 
truBtfal quiet; and, after be wa^ gone, I may thank- 
fijAy acknowledge, the favor was continued to my 
mind, — great merej to an nnworthj creature ! 

Jfinth Month, 30fA, Fourth-da^.— Having now the 

ipeakable oomfort of my dear basband's company, 
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be baviiig been favored to reacb bie home in safelj 
last Fifth-day, (tbe 24th,) I feci bound to record nij 
grateful aeose of tbe Lord's multiplied merciea to os 
both. He ia returned in comfortable health, and, 
vliMt is more, under a peaceful fediag of the help 
afibrded in tbe prosecution of tbeir eogagement, aod 
(be preaervatioDs esperieneed tbrougbout their long 
joMfney both by sea and land- 

TtBd/lh Month, 8'A.— My mind is often deeply 
affected with the awfulness of the coBsideration tbat 
life is fagt baatening away, and the period rapidly 
approaching when there must be a full realiz&tion of 
those solemn truths which have so often been held 
ap before the view of others ; and, under such feel- 
ings, tbe desire is raised that there may be an increase 
of that true and living faith which only can enable 
na to grasp, as it were, the great realities whioh 
affect the interests of the immortal aoul, — that there 
may be the daily aud hourly application for this, — for 
Ability to look beyond the things that are seen and are 
temporal, to those that are not seen and ore eternal 
Hon would this cure ub of petty anxieties, and cause 
the trifles that are so apt to draw on our atten^on 
and ruffle our trantjuillity here to be swallowed up in 
the all-important object of being made meet for an 
inberitance with the saints in light, and in tbe con- 
stant endeavor, through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to walk worthy of tbe \-ocatioa wherewith we 
ftre ealled ! But it is indeed a warfare I — man; 
evil thoughts and evil paasions to struggle with, sod 
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the enemy preasing hard to wrest the weapons from 
& feeble hand. But whence arises oar feebleness? — 
not becanae there is not an ample supply of strength 
for all who are willing rigbtly to seek and faithfully to 
use it, but because our treacherous hearts do so often 
parley with the tempter, and because we do not flee at 
once to the only place of refuge where hia arrows 
would be spent in yain. 

1841, Second Month, 2Sd, First-tlaff.— The con- 
dition of the poor in the neighborhood of London is 
very affecting. Such dense maaaea of misery as we 
have DO idea of in the country, where wages are a 
great deal lower. The high price of labor in Lon- 
don and the neighborhood doea not seem to produce 
those results which should naturally flow from it. It 
is too much the habit of the workiog-classea to spend 
what they get, whether less or more; and the high 
rate of wages induces such multitudes to crowd to- 
gether, where there is any hope of obtaining them, 
that there are, after all, large numbers wholly un- 
employed. The high rents and the price of provi- 
sions must also be taken into account with the de-. 
moruliiing effect of that mixed and crowded state in 
which they live. How I long that our Society, small 
as are its numbers comparatively, could in some way 
or other find, consistently with its principtcs, a mode 
of exerting a more direot and powerful influence upon 
tbe moral and spiritual condition of the poor in 
London I Friends are very liberal to their poor 
neighbors, and in much of what is done they are 
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active aad ugeful; but U there Dot still a work for 
which our Society is peculiarly fitted, — an extenaiTe 
field of labor? Kay the Lord prepare and diroet tlia 
lahoiersl 

TIdrd Mantk. — I have felt desirous on repernsing 
theae memorBuda that if tbey should hereafter be 
read by my dear children (on whose accuunt, princi- 
pally, I have felt restraiued from destroying them) 
they may not be discouraged by the Bomewhal 
mournful strain of many of the pages. They will 
not forget the happy days of eoe'ul and domestic c 
joymeot passed in their early years under the parental 
roof, and will, I trust, feel that, althuugh the trials 
of life are niany, and those who would walk i 
divine fear must bave their secret provinge of ftuth 
snd patteDce, yet the Christian who seeks to regulate 
his desires and to know them restrained by the Spirit 
«f Truth has his full share of happineM even here. 
Tbeir hearts will remind them that their dear parents 
were permitted, amidst many exercises of which they 
could then (onu little idea, to take much comfort uid 
pleasure in tli« society of their children, and to par- 
take, with a tme zest, in their recreations and gnd- 
ficaliouB. And though, from continued delicacy of 
health, iheir mother was at one period much dis- 
«[ua]ifiod for gouie kinds of active exertion, (and do 
doubt the mind partook, in degree, of the weakncM 
of the body,) yet this very circumstance made her 
more their compauion and more intimately a parlici- 
(Mtor in their pursuits and feelings. So that I ai 
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tinies think few families have heen more favored in 
true happiness or the endearing confidence that may 
sabaist between parents and children. 

27th, Seven!h-(lai/. — Felt this morning, on first 
waking, the comfort of the consideratioo that the 
Cbristian religion is a religion of hope, and that it is 
the merciful design of the great Head of the Church 
that we should cherish hope both as respects our- 
selves and others. The discouraging Tiewa some re- 
ligious and devoted people seem to think they are called 
upon continually to hold up do not appear to me 
calculated to help themselves or the body. I have 
often been instructed in observing how little the first 
preachers of Christianity dwelt oa their own trials, 
— on the contrary, how they endeavored constantly to 
stimulate those to whom they wrote to look towards 
the one great object of faith and hope, and so look- 
ing to press toward the mark for the prize of their 
high calling. That discouragements abound we can- 
not doubt; and they will thicken upon us in every 
direction if we are always poring over and magnify- 
ing them. Oh for more of the lively and effioacions 
faith that can remove mountains ! for more of the 
spirit of love and of a sound mind ! 

To A Son. 

Thivii Month. Slst, 1841, 
Mr DEAR M. : — 

Though 1 had scarcely any opportunity yesterday 
jFtelking to thee about the book thou hast so kindly 
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seat me, I wisb thee to know I nae much griLtiGt 
by this proof of thy love and thy retuembrance of m 
birthday. I believe it is good for us to cherish 
theae feeliDge oae towards another, aud very precioue 
to the heart of a parent is the love and sympathy of 
dutiful children. Birthdays have now a very eoIemD 
aspect to mc, seeing so many have pasBed away, ntid 
every one brings me nearer to the eod of all thiogi 
here. Not that I wish to look with gloomy feelings 
towards the end, but to be seriously iniprefsed with 
the iuiportence of being found, whenever il may 
eome, in a state of readiness. In this respect, I desire 
to have not only the tender love and reraembr&Dce, 
but the prayers, of my dear children, that the Lord, 
in his mercy, would be pleased to make me and to 
keep me ready for the summons. 

We are ubundantly blessed, my dear child, in the 
love one of another as a family ; and I hope we shall 
bear in mind that the way for this love to flooriBb 
and to grow continually is for each to seek after 
the help of the Holy Spirit, that we may be going 
on in our several duties with diligeuce in the f«ar 
of the Lord, and may have the love of Christ daQy 
renewed in our hearts. If we truly love him, we 
shall love each other for his sake, as well as for tbe 
tender relatioQ that subsists between us; and ao our 
natural love will be heightened and made perfect, 
lasting beyond the short period of our life here below. 
With tender affection from thy mother, «. F. 
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Sixth Month, 2il, Fottrih'dai/.—Tbe tenrly Meet- 
ing is over, and has proved to manj a season of sooio 
renewal of faith. To myself, a time of humiliation 
and inHtruotion.* May I not say, " I was brought 
low, and the Lord helped tue"? The uniting luve 
that was permitted to prevail auiangsl Friends, aad 
the Boleron covering spread at times over the nieetiu^'e, 
affording renewed evidence that the mercy of the 
Lord is yet towards us as a people. Many teatimonies 
concerning dece^Eed niinisterH, — intereating memorials 
by which those who have ceased from their labors 
amongst ua were sweetly brought into view, and some 
capacity was felt to rejoice in the belief that they are 
now receiving the end of their faith, and are, though 
absent from the body, forever present with the Lord. 
For the many favors and privileges of the last two 
weeks may we be humbly thankful and continually 
remember from whose hand they eome ! Every fresh 
feeling of love, hope, or confidence is from " the , 
Father of mercies and the God of all comfort," 
whose is the power, and to whom belongs now and 
evermore the glory. 

Twe//th Month, 9(ft, F{/lh-d,iff.—My heart often 
yearns over our dear young peuple, in the deeire they 
might know an establishment in the Trutb, be brought 
under the yoke of Christ, taught and led by his Spirit, 
and he made to know experimentally what it is to follow 

n the cnpBcit; of clork [o 
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n the regeneration. The enemy has many snares 
for such ; not a few in the present day of the most 
':>ua kind. Yet there is hut one way, and that 
the [Wod old way, to the heavenly kiogdom. " Strait 
S the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth nota 
life." Man Btunibles at this, and would fain enlar^ 
both the entrance and the path. How many of tboflfl 
imoiiijst ns whn were preciously visited of the Lord, 
ind who would, I fully believe, if they had remained 
patiently under his hand, have been prepared for 
greater usefulness, have turned aside into sorae other 
track and not only caused, but suffered, loss ! The 
prospect is discouraging if we look around for those 
who are to take up the work and burden of the da; 
when the present burden -bearers shall be removed; 
but in seasons of depression, when sueh thoughts 
present themselves, tny mind is often comforted in 
the belief that the Lord will not forsake his OWd 
work, but that ho will yet raise up and qualify those 
who shall maintain the testimony he hath given us to 
bear ; and who, by submitting to the humbling work 
■ of the Spirit, shall be made living witnesses of lus 
power. "One generation shall praise thy works to 
another and shall declare tby mighty acts." 

The aspect of the religious world is gloomj, at 
least it Appears so to me, wheresoever we tarn onr 
attention. Professing Christians violent in the dfr 
fence uf their several creeds, but slack in their genend 
practice; more anxious to maintoin the pre-enuneDeo 
is or that particular seut than to adorn the dofr. 
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trinee they profess by a coDfilxteot, humble, and self- 
denying walk amongst men. Popery everywhere 
liftiDg iu h«ad, the KstablUhed Church of this 
country receding fast towurds il« multiplied comip- 
tioDp, from which she was never thoroughly euiaaui- 
pated, having retained as much of the old leaven aa 
may yet work a, more complete assiiuibtian and drive 
her to make commoa cause with the Bomish priest- 
hood rather thau quit her hold oa the temporal 
honors and emoluments she has long eojujed, AH 
this looks discouraging. Surely there is aa much 
reason now aa ever for those who are Protestants 
indeed Co look well to their standing, especially for 
the members of our Society to eee that they have 
their loioa girded about and their lights burning. 
Whatever may be the overturnings that may yet be 
permitted in the visible church, whatever the puwer 
given for a time, in the unsearchable counsels of the 
divine will, to the beast and to those who have re- 
ceived his mark and the number of his name, I do 
believe the Lord has a work for ua as a people, and 
that in doing or in suffering, according to his holy 
will, the language lo us is, " Be thou faithful unta 
death." Give it unto oa, Lord, we beseech thee, 
and to our precious children, so to appreciate the 
value of those truths we have been taught aa that we 
may " hold fast the profession of our faith without 
wavering" in every day of trial, and may know for 
a the truth of that blessed declaration, "They 
it know thy name will put their trust in thee; for 
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thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that aeek thee." 

16lk, Fi/)>i-daff.—What can be mors important 
or ioteresting to Che feelings of a parent thsn the 
right training- of children ? Very njomeDtous ihiB 
snbject feela to ns. The sense of b\j owd weakneei 
is often dtsconraging. May I seek eameatlj for help 
where atone it is to be fonnd, remembering the 
Scripture exhortation to those who lack wiedom! 
(James i. &.) We live ia an age of theories. Manj 
plans are proposed for the help of those to whom the 
great business of edneation is intrusted, and all 
Taluable counsel should be reeeiyed with the con- 
sideration it demands; but I often think the main 
thing is & steady, consistent endeavor to exhibit in 
the view of the young the praelical illustration of 
the principles and precepts of Christianity. 

Hy mind ia often affeoted in the reraembranoe of 
the pious example of mj dear parents, — how thdr 
daily conduct gave evidence not only of their faith 
ill, but of their desire to obey, the gospel, In the 
every-day concerns of life, in the managemeDt of 
business, in the regulation of their family, in the 
social relations, as well as in the higher duties of 
religion, seeking, in humility and watchfulness, t 
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MEMOIHS OF MARIA FOX. IIJ" 

all preaching; and now, when ^ears have elapsed 
&nd many of their oral instructiooa are, ae to the 
letter of them, passed away, the mind lovea to recur 
to their actioDS, aod oftuntimea to aay within itself, 
" What would mj dear father or mother hnve done 
ID this or that cikse?" The ^Iden rule, as it is 
called, to do unto others aa we would that they should 
do unto us, and the command to love our neighbor 
as ourselves, was ofbcn alluded to by my father, 
when his own interest uiid (hat of another came into 
any thing like conipetitLOo ; nnd though my mother 
would sometimes pleasantly remind him, when she 
thought his disintereatednesa was in some danger of 
Gzoeeding the just limit, that the Scripture did not 
say we should love our neighbor better than our- 
selves, yet she was, like a faithful helpmeet, ever 
ready to sustain and forward the Christian benevo- 
lence of hia feeling heart, and, by judicious economy 
in her own department, to enlarge his means of use- 
fulness to others. 

I write not this to praise Ifiem, but as a testimony 
to the grace that shone forth in their eaample. "The 
path of the just ia aa the ehining light;" and when 
these have been perniitCed, through infinite mercy, to 
attain to the perfect day, and are forever at rest with 
their Saviour, whom they loved and soaght to follow 
here below, the track by which they trod through 
this valley of tears is still bright, and the contempla- 
tion of it is animating and iuatnictive. Oh that I 
may be stimulated to press after a greater conformity 
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to tte will of my heavenly Father, and bo enubled to 
walk according to tie precepts of onr holy Redeemer, 
that so those wbo look op to as for esample Mid io> 
stmction may not be stumbled by incoDaisteiieieB 
observed in me I But " the flesh is weak," «Bd 
there is great need to recnr daily and honrl; to the 
admonition given by Jesns to bb diiciples, and 
throngh them to all his followers to the end of time: 
— " Watch and pniy, thftt ye enter not into tempta- 
tion." 

1842, Fir>t Month, 2ilk, Second-da^. — At tmr 
Spring Quarterly Meeting at Poole, in the year 182S, 
my mouth was first opened in pnblio ministry with 
these words only ; — " How great is thy goodness which 
thon hast laid np for them that fear thee, for tbcm 
that hope in thy mercy I" The sweet calm that over- 
Bpread my spirit, after the ntteranoe of them, ao 
language ean describe. Soch a tendering sense of 
the Lord's mercy as efTectually uaat out for the time 
all reasoning continued with lae through the day and 
for some time afterwards. Years of discipline aod 
baptiatDH of spirit, known to no one but myself, pre. 
ceded this surrender. To my natural feelings radi 
n thing seemed impossible; but at length, after en- 
during for B long season and in different waja the 
chastening rod, the Lord was pleased to show me that, 
which is impossible with men is possible with God, 
and to give mc such a sense of bis love and sneh m 
portion of sweet peace In the performance of his irill, 
u I have never dared to deny in the many eeuons 
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proving aud tenjplatiuQ that have i 
peri e need. 
For some time after this the offerings of a tike kind 
were net frequent, and usually a text of Scripture 
only; but, as the desire waa kept alive to be Bubjeet 
to the Lord's forming hand, openings were gradually 
enlarged, and, in the year 1825^ Friends of Poole 
and Southampton Monthly Meeting thought it right 
to express their unity by a record on their books. It 
was not my lot to haTO niuch haman help at that 
period; not many near whose station in the church 
was likely to lead them to extend either counsel or 

KLOonragement; and suoh was the difficulty I felt in 
leaking any thiug of my own exercises that even 
y affectionate sister, whose care for me was altnost 
maternal, was but little acquainted with them, Some 
of this excessive delicacy (as we love to call it) might 
be, I believe, the result of pride and of secret un- 
willingness to be as a fool for Christ's sake, and it 
probably did, at tinies, deprive me of the judiciouti 
advice of those more experienced; but I am ready to 
tbuik it is, on the whale, safer than seeking aflcr 
mmunication. The Lord is very tender and 
mpassionate towards those whom he is pleased to 
a the path of gospel obedience. If the eye be 
ed to him in the watchful desire to know his 
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friends extended to them. Before Ihii trin} of mj 
own faith I was permitted to see the danger uf ttuwa 
who exercise u gift iu the ministry looking too much 
for the expression of unit; or commendatioa, and 
now the Lord was pleased to show me that euoh s 
course would be eminently unsafe for me. Througk- 
ont the whole course of mj email experience I have 
ever found it needful to be very guarded in this 
matter. The unity of those who have judgment, and 
whose office it peculiarly is to extend help to tbe 
poor miDisters in whatever way they may see it to be 
needful, has always been very precious to uie, anijl 
there have been seasons when the judiuious, well- 
timed eipressioD of it has been indescribably helplul 
to a miud peculiarly open tu the assaults of unbelief 
and, at seasons, sorely buffeted of Satan. So that I 
cannot help earnestly desiring our dear friends in the 
station of elder may be found discharging the int- 
portant trust committed to them, whether in the waj 
of encouragement or of counsel. The feeling nuij 
leem to themselves so suiall as to he scarcely worth 
the expression; but "a word spoken in due seaMDf 
how good is it!" Their burden and exercise ia of 
TBst impoFtanoe to the vital welfare of the body. 

The miniatry, as it Is recognised among Friends, ta 
BO unshockled, such liberty is given for the exeroise 
of the gift bestowed, so extensive the field that lies 
Open to the gospel laborer, both within and withont 
OUT own pale, and so varied the services to whioh 
nia^ nuj be called, thai U \a ^om\ux\3 w'^tUai all 
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the means thot oan h« employed for the beip and 
iostructioD of theee should bo brought ioto exercise. 
Many young luinieters (perhaps older ones altto) du, I 
believe, suffer greatly for want of timely ouunsel. It 
is a. suhjeot I dettire to touch with delioncy aod with 
a feelinp sense of my own liability to err; but surely 
it ia one of great nioraeot to the ^rell-beiog of our 
Society, seeing that, however exeellent the gift or 
evident the anointing, human instrnnieDta are weak 
and fellible, have the treanure in earthen veBscls, and 
are constantly liable to receive a bias from a variety 
of causes and circum stances. The oonstitution of 
our Society appears to tne excellent, I had almost 
said perfect, in this matter. May it be acted upon 
and oarried out with faithfulness, in simplicity and 
godly sincerity, and then fruit will be found to the 
praise and p;lory of Him who is the Head over all 
things to his church. It is on awful thing for mi- 
nisters (o set their own feelings above the care of 
their friends or the judgment of the ohnroh. These 
should remember thnt the various memhera nf the 
body have Dot all the same office, but that the Lord 
hath tempered them together as it hath pleii^ed him, 
BO that " the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have tio 
Deed of thee, nor again the head to the feet, I have 
no need of you." They are for tlie help and c^mfurt 
of one another, that the functions of the whole may 
ibe healthfully performed, and whilst we must not in 
ninish the iuiportanoe of ministers 
ing with a single eje to tiacw Visartc^J*-^ V'bAki 
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und Guide, rememberiDg the declaration of our Lord, 
"Oasis yoar Maator, even CLirist, and all ye ok 
brethreo," they must bear in mind that, whilst to 
one ia eommitted the gift of prophecy or preaching, 
to eoother is ^iven the discerning of epirits, and that 
it is the Lord's will that hia people should he subjoct 
one to another, that all may learn and all oiaj be 
comforted. 

I Bometimes think tbe ground of the different and 
even opposite errors into which some have fallen who 
have occupied conepicuoua atationa amongst us, both 
in this country and in America, whereby so oiuoh 
Buffering has been brought upou the Society, may 
have been a departure from true humility. But 
where is humility to be looked for if not amoogst 
those who are the professed followers of Jeaua and 
who believe themselves called to a ministry whiah is 
pre-eminently the work of the Spirit? May this 
blessed fruit increase and abound amonp us ! 

Second Month, 4th, Second-Jaj/. — My mind has 
been plunged for some days past into a state of oon- 
flict not to be expressed, — I had almost said a bap- 
tism unto death. There have been some prectotu 
eeasons, in which hcccsb has been granted to the 
divine footstool, and something like the " Peaoe, be 
still" has been mercifully spoken to my tossed Bonl. 
Yet agnin and again have tbe floods of disooafagtt- 
ment been poured forth, and I have been ready to 
sink as io deep waters. Last evening some teliaf 

i permitted, after freely opening to niy beloved 
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^^P^at this is tlie werii of tbe eneioy, who takes advaa- 
^^ 'tage of my weakness, now inereased bj bodily in- 
dispuaitioa and unavoidable solicitude, to drive me 
from th« BDclior tbat is both sure iind ateadfuat. Ob, 
how cruel tB thia adversary of our souls' peace ! How 
be loves to magnify tbe doubte nod feard I And, 
when be bas suoueeded iu presenting ti> the miud a 
very esaggerated picture of such trials as may appear 
to threaten us, he dues not fail to augment tbe 
poignancy of suffering by the insinuation that, if we 
had true fuith in Qod, if our religion were indeed a. 
reality, it wouSd not he thua with ua. Oh that with 
a fresh view of some of hia devices strength to resist 
may also be granted by Him whose power ia over 
all 1 " Resist the devil, and he will flee from you," 
are Scripture words that were brought to mj remem- 
brance this morning, and with them some desire to 
turn a deaf ear to bis suggestions, and to seek in 
simpHcitj and faith tor ability to mind my present 
business, and leave tbe future with that compu^iiuon- 
;nly Father who knows beat what is best for 
I, and who can help ua in every time of need. 
lltlh, Seventh-riiij/. — 1 desire thankfully to acknow- 
jdge the degree of qniet (may I not say couSding?) 
tnist tbat has been granted since tbe last memorun' 
dum waa made, — some fresh sense of the love and 
mtercy of my heavenly Father, and belief that be will 
T upon me nothing which he will not give atrength 
( bear, if humbly sought unto. Oh, how my soul 
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loDgs fur that entire Bubmiasion which can leave all 
in his Laud, trusting him aut only as to the iafinlte 
wisdom, but the perfect love ia which he deals with 
his pour uQworlhy children, appurtiouiug the disd- 
pline just as he sees it to be needful, regulating the 
furnacu, and enahliug those who give thtmselvea ap 
unto hiui to glorifj him ia all the dispensations gf 
hia rod 1 So be pleased, O Lord, to work in mj 
soul, throu^'h the power of the Holy Spirit, and pn 
Uie faith and patience, fur thy dear Sun's sake. 

Stcmd JHuntk, 16(A.— Went to the "Morning 
Meeting," where our dear friends J. J. Garney oiul 
£■ J. Fry ^ve some account of their kte joarney 
into Holland, Prussia, and Iienmark. Very iaterest- 
iug and encouraging was their testimony to the con- 
tinued goodness of Him who, when be putteth forth 
hia ow[i, goeth before them, and, though he may lead 
them into paths they have not known, and services 
varied and peculiar, does not fail to guide, buooot, 
and qualify those whom be calls to his work and ser- 
vice, as their eye ie steadily directed uutu him. 

Stand by the cross, ia an intimation which at dif- 
ferent times, in days past, and more recently, aeeau 
to have been secretly sounded as a watchword in mjr 
spiritual ear. Docs it not convey instruction of a 
twofold character as well as encouragement F Where 
can a trembling soul, bumbled under a sense of its 
own vileneas, multiplied transgressions, and utter help- 
leHsnew, find .refuge Ironi the assaults of Satan, bnt 
I in that great sacrifioe once made upoa the croas fin 
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the sins of all mankind ? — where but in such a 
Saviour look for pardon, reconciliation, and accept- 
ance ? Therefore by his cross I would humbly de- 
sire ever to be found, looking with an eye of faith 
to Him, as the "Lamb of God," "who was delivered 
for our offences and was raised again for our justifica- 
tion." But there is another sense in which it is im- 
portant to keep in mind the necessity of standing 
constantly by the cross. They to whom much hath 
been forgiven should love much, and should be 
found, not only in the posture of humble suppliants 
crying for mercy where alone they can hope to receive 
it, but also as those who patiently wait the bidding 
of their Lord. They should be willing to take up 
the daily cross in such a way as he may see meet to 
appoint or permit; not choosing their own ways, 
much less their own services, but desiring that their 
wills may be conformed to his will, and that they may 
be strengthened to do or to suffer as he sees best for 
them. Oh, it is indeed a blessed thing to stand by 
the cross; but how prone is nature to shrink from 
this, acknowledging the duty and the reasonableness 
of it in general, but flinching and pleading when it 
is pressed home ! Only the grace that has been dis- 
played for our deliverance can bind us to this place 
of true safety. So keep us, Lord, we pray thee, 
for we cannot keep ourselves ; and let us not wander 
from thy commandments. 
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Letter to . 

Third Month, 9(A, — Thou desirest me to tell thee 
what I think of dear E. J. Fry's dining at the Man- 
sion-House, I can only say that it has never ap- 
peared to tne right to judge her conduct iu this 
matter without hearing her reasons for so doing, aa I 
fear Bonie have done. There is do doubt she con- 
sidered the subject before accepting the iDvitation, 
and apprehended it would be in the way of her duty 
to accept it ; and here, I think, we may leave it. Her 
line of service baa long been peeuliar, and He whom 
she desires to eerve has kept her in many perils and 
in many adveraities too. I do not envy those whose 
seal on this occasion baa outrun their charity, but 
would rather desire that wc may all be kept in aor 
individual spheres of duty, in true watchfulness and 
humility; looking singly unto Him who cau preserve 
those who fear him, in whatever circumstanoea be 
may be pleased to call them into. . . . 

ZOlh, First-diiy. — It has been a time of mndi 
poverty and dryness with me for some lime past; 
but OD first waking this morning I thought my miad 
was a little comforted and instructed in the remem- 
brance of those words of our blessed Lord, " Ask, 
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall findj 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you ;" and in 
remembering the encouragement he gave to his dis- 
ciples by the inquiry, " What man is there of yoa, 
I whom, it his eon ask bread, will he ^ive him a 
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^^■teoe ?'' I do believe that ohanges of dispensation 
^^^e alJotted, or at least permitted, to the Chrisdan 
traveller- in liis spiritual progress, and thut Beasons 
of poverty and tasting are ofteutimea profitable for 
liini; but may we uot safety conclude that we ex- 
perienoe maoy trials of tbia kiud tlirou^h our own 
neglect and Eupiaeness rather than expressly from 
the divine hand '! If, under a strong and feeling 
aeuse of our need, and of the power and goodness of 
our Iteaveoly Father, from whom all uur supplies 
must come, we did more constantly und more believ- 
ingly put up the secret petition, '' Give us this day 
our daily bread," we surely should, through the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, (himself the bread 
of life,) more frequently esporieuae the fulfilment of 
his promise, and know for ourselves that the cry for 
sustenance is not answered by a stone. But it better 
suits our indolence and apathy to fold our hands and 
complain pathetically of our poverty than to wrestle 
in spirit for the blessing eveo until break of day, 
as the good old patriarch wrestled with the angel, to 
e said, "I will not let thee go except thou 

' Fourth Month, 19(A, Third-Jay.— K long rfinter, 
^tnratly and spiritually. The spring is very cold, 
and vegetation, kept baok by the northeast wind 
which has prevailed for some time, makes very little 
advance. Still, the buds are putting forth from the 
seem to be only waiting a change of 
Suoperalure to clothe them mVt -^w4"»w. ihA Nveesi^^- 
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Nor do we doubt that in due time it will be so; thai 
tfae sun will break throogb the clouds, a. softer wind 
will blow, the fertilizing showore will fall, and the 
openitiotiB of nBture be carried forward by that greai 
and goud Haod which works uoseeu, but neverthe- 
leHB perfeets the purpoBes of ii graaious provideuoe 
for the good of his creutnres. May we not take » 
lessoo from this, and learn to have more oonfideDce 
when the present aspect of thiogu may be discourag- 
ing F If we had more failh, or were willing rightly 
to exercise the little we hnve, how it would euablfi 
us to look up, under all changes of seasou, to Him 
who only can help usl And, with such a true de- 
pendence renewed from day to day, we should Burelj 
find the work of grace progressing secretly, whether 
in bright or in dark seasons. What a preciuu 
of the Lord's mercy to bis people was in the mind of 
. the prophet, and what faith, too, when he was enabled 
to say, " Although the fig-tree shall not bloBson, 
neither shall fruit be in the vines, the labor of the 
olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat, the 
flock shall be out off from the fold, and there shall be 
no herd in the stalls; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation." 

F{flh Month, Slst, Third-day.— Sinae the bet 
date I have had little opportunity for writing. Ob 
the 13tb our friends began to arrive for the attend- 
ance of the Tearly Meeting, which commenced its 
littings on the 16th and closed on the 28th. It b 
been a season of instraction and of reaewed favor, 
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thcmgb not without its mixture. To ourselves it has 
been marked b; eooie provings of faith as well aa 
some fresh evidence of the Lord's ooadesceadiDg 
goodoesB to his pour uaworthj children : this ought 
to make us tnure humble and more confiding. The 
desire was felt in the comuionceraeDt, under a sense 
of great weakne^ and anpfodtableDess, that we 
might be made subject to the Lord's will, and a 
prayer rMised for somothiog of the mind that was in 
our dear Bedeemer, who made himeolf of no reputa- 
tjon; and now, whcu that which was aa a mouutain 
in prospect is passed over, 1 desire to seek the quiet 
habitation, and to abide under the shadow of the 
Bock to which the poor soul mny flee and find safety, 
that so the enemy may not gain the advantage. He 
U not wanting in coutrivances to rob us, if he can, 
of our true peace ; but there is a retreat from his 
attacks, and — -blessed be the Lord I — the feeblest toay 
_ take refuge there. 



We have enjoyed many social as well as religions 
privileges daring the lost two weeks; have shared 
the company of dear and valued friends, with some 
oni we have taken sweet counsel. Onr dear 
1 E. Seebohm, who had not been here for 
il years, was one of our guests, and her society 
l^great comfort to me. We felt the preoiousnesa of 
^pity, and, under inncb seuee of our own weakness, 
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esteemed it a privilege to do the little we oonld hi 
the reaponsible Eituation in which our friends uv it 
right to place us. The meetings for worship were, 
Home of them, very iarge, and owned, I trust it may 
be said, with a degree of Holeninity; thongh I can- 
not but think we oftea suffer loss on these occasioDS 
by the withholding of some of the Lord's deeply- 
exercised and gifted aerranls, and the too great 
promptness of those of smaller eiperience to expren 
that whieh perhaps might have been safely dwelt 
upon in private- Much sympathy in nevertheless 
due to those who have feeling minds, and who, in 
the honest desire to be found faithful, do not alwaya 
clearly see where they might safely refrain from oom- 
municiitioD. And when we eonsider the tVeedom 
which is given to the ministry in our Society, the 
Dumber collected, and the interest felt, with the is- 
firmitics and fallibility of the instruments, it \b par- 
haps only snrprtsing that we have so little of what 
might be characterized as incoDgruous or out of true 
gospel order. 

Sirih Mtnih, 3d, Sixili-tlai/. — Another distraint 
for tithes. The officer helped himself to silver spoons, 
and took some valued as family treasures, having 
been iny dear mother's at her marriage, and my 
grandfather's previously. I felt at first tempted to 
think it a little hord; but those words were quioklj 
presented, — "The fashion of this world passetb 
away," — bringing with them the serious confiidentioa 
nf the importance of being prepared for & b«tMr 
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■ inheritanoe. The first Christians took joyfully the 
spoiling of their goods, and our early Friends were 
like-minded with them. It is a nohle testimony that 
ve have tn beer against the corruption that has crept 
into the professing church in this pa.rticQlar. May 
we and ours ever uphold it with true integrify 
tlie right spirit ! 

To A Son. 

Tottenham, Sixth Month, 6th, 1S42. 
Mt dbae 8.: — 

I am deairons of writing thee a line to express my 
good wishes for thee on thy birthday. It is an inte- 
resting day to us and an important one to thyself. 
May the beat blessings attend ihee, my precious 
child ! and may every year as it passes leave traces 
of thy improvement, not only in those acquirements 
which it is thy present duty to endeavor industri- 
DQsIy to make, but in what is of still higher moment, 
— thj gradual preparation fbr a better and more en- 
during life. Thou knowest well, my dear 8., the 
present life will soon pass away, and the one import- 
ant business of it is to seek for that pardoning low 
and preserving grace which are so mercifully offered 
us in the gospel. This must not be an occasional 
thin^, but a constant, abiding concern, leading us to 
a watchful fear of doing any thing that will be dis- 
pleasing to our heavenly Father. I long foK thee to 
e kept daily and hourly in this holy fear, and that 
t mayst experienoe it to be, as the Scripture ex- 
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presses it, " a fouatain of life, to depart from the ' 
snares of death." 

Sixth Mtmth, IWi, Seventh-day.— " 'Eveiyvhere, 
and in all things, I am instructed," nos the lan- 
guage of an apostle; and surely, if we are disposed to 
make a right use of circuinstaDces as they arise, ve 
may gather iDetructioD from that which is in itself 
unpslatahle and somewhat disturbing to us. I have 
been thinking that if we would know this state of 
mind of which the apostle speaks to be oura, we 
must seek after great humility. It is the meek who 
are to he guided in judgment; and I believe we do 
often miss of the instruction wo might gather by 
giving way to our natural pride, seif-love, and self- 
seeking. Oh, the hatefulness of this unmortified 
self! Well we may remember that whilst the apostle , 
could testify that in all things he was inatruot«d, he 
was, on another occasion, constraiued to cry out, 
" Oh, wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death ?" and that in the 
power of living faith he immediately supplies the 
answer: "I thank God through Jeaua Christ onr 

Seventh Month, I9lh, Third-day.—l often think 
that those who have much of this world's gratifi- 
cation within Iheir reach have a strong claim on 
our sympathy; and I wish to bear in mind that, if 
umilar temptations had been presented to me, I 
should probably have indulged far too mueh in them. 
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Man is narrow and contracted in hia jadgment, and 
oAen censures those whose conduct is perhaps mach 
more circuniBpeot than his own would have been ia 
like circumstances, whilst his self-love leads bim to 
take merit to himself for restraints which, after all, 
have perhaps been chiefly imposed upon him by cir- 
cumstances. But the Great Searcher of hearts diaoerns 
all the hidden springs of action, aud can estimate 
fiilty the temptations of all. niay he make us more 
alive to our own short-eominga, and give us the 
spirit of heavenly charity one towards another! — not a 
spirit of indolence that would make us todifferent to 
what concerns the best welfare one of another, but 
that genuine Christian love which " seeketh not her 
own," and which, as it is fixed on Him who is the 
great and glorious object of it, will espand the heart 
in beoevolent affections towards hia great family, 
and enable us to sympathize not only with the sor- 
and safferiogs, but with the teniptations, of 
around us, Sui;h a spirit would efiectualty 
out an envious or censorious disposition, which 
■often ties at the bottom (though it may be unper- 
ceived by its possessor) where there is an inclination 
to judge those who occupy a higher sphere than our- 
eelves. 

Eighth Month, 17rt, Pourth-dai/. — Went down to 

Ipswich by steamer, to accompany our sister S. F. 

and spend a day with our relatives there. Our 

Another's sweet situation at Rushmere looked very 

Lviting this fine summer. The verdure of the trees, 
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with their grateful ahade by day and their fine ap- 
pearance when lighted up by the harveat-mooD, now 
near the full, afforded us a tranquil pleasure. But, 
lovely as is the face of nature, and niuoh as I have 
always enjoyed rural scenes and sounds, the condition 
of my fellow-pilgrims upon this earth, of the malti- 
tudes that people ita varied surface and who are 
partaking of the sorrows and vioissitudes incident to 
our mortal state, and training for an eternity of hap- 
piness or misery, seems to me the most interesUng 
and absorbing subject, nest to that wbich ought to 
have the first place, — the inquiry whether the great 
work ia progressing with ourselvea individually. I 
sometimes fear lest my mind is wandering to the ends 
of the eartb, and poring over miseries I have no 
power to relieve and evils I cannot remedy, when it 
ought to be purauing the home-work and heart-work 
of self-eiamination, humiliation, and prayer. We 
may be too excursive as well as too contracted, and 
both at the same time. 

THE HABVBST-MOON. 
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[ K43. — Maria Fox was now abont to enter on her last 
journey in the eervice of tlie Lord. Her husband 
and horaelf had obta.iaed tbe concurreoce of their 
Monthly Meeting (jd pay a visit to a few of the meet- 
ings of Friends io eome of the DortlierD counties of 
£ag}aDd and in Scotland, also to attend the General 
Meeting at Aberdeen, and to hold some meetings 
with persons not of oar religions Society. They left 
home early ia the Eighth Month, for York and HuJl, 
from, whence they proceeded, by aea, to Aberdeen. 
Ahei being at a few meetings with Friends and 
others in Scotland, they visited Newcastle, Shields, 
and Sunderland, then went, by Cirliale and Kendal, 
into Lancashire, in which county they had some 
religious service, concluding with the Quarterly 
Meeting at Liverpool. 
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To C. F. 
ToTTENQAu, Nmtli Montb, 27th, 1848. 
My dear Sister : — 

. . . We were favored to return in safety last 
Sixth-day, having attended the Quarterly Meeting 
St Liverpool the day before. We have had a long 
and iuterestitig jonrney, attended, thou wilt not 
doubt, with many eseroises of faith, and performed 
under a sense of our own weakness, which it would 
not be easy to express, yet afibrding, in the retro- 
spect, much cause for humble gratitude, in that we 
vere helped from day to day, and, I trust, permitted 
to realize something of the guidance of the Great 
and Good Shepherd ; though this viae often step by 
step, and with little ability to look forward, Yoo 
will have heard, do doubt, some acaouut of onr 
journoyiiigs, but, perhaps, not much, for we were 
able to write very little to W. We were at all the 
meetings ia Scotland, (that is only five,) aud felt 
much interested for the little company ia profesaioD 
with Friends in that country, scattered as they are 
over BO large a space, and io such small numbers. 
1 . . The natural beauties of the country are 
great. We sow much fine scenery, though we were 
not in the part visited by tourists, having traveUed 
alt the way from Aberdeen, and across the counties 
of Cumberland and Westmoreland, without onoa 

ing n lake. The ranges of mountains aud tha 
diversified features of the country, the magnificeiUM 
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of the principal cities and the moral and iatellcDtual 
culture of the population, we oonld not fail to observe 
and admire ; though not without its drawbacks. Man 
ia man everywhere, and, without the regenerating 
power of true, vital Christianity operating in his 
heart, brings forth the wild grapes of his corrupt and 
fallen nature, — bitter and unprofitable fruit 1 But 
the Scotch are undoubtedly a superior people in 
many points of view; and there ia a, shaking in the 
religious part of the community, which, we may hope, 
will, in some instances, be overruled for good, though 
it is prodnctive of great party spirit at present. . . . 

Mnrift Fos's journal and letters will be appro- 
priately concluded bj the insertion of the last entry 
made in the former. The circumstances under which 
it wsa written, — only two weeks previously to her 
illness, — and the sentiments which it contains, render 
it peculiarly interesting as well as instructive. In 
exhibiting her humble walk with God, her gratofnl 
sense of his mercies, her desire to order her house- 
hold in true wisdom and in the fear of the Lord, 
together with her Christian solicitude for her beloved 
children, these few und simple lines furnish a beau- 
tiful epitome of her life and character. 

Twfljlh Month, 1*(, Sixth-day. — Poor, weak, and 
unworthy of the least of the Lord's mercies, I yet 
desire gratefully and humbly to acknowledge they 
are new every morning; and under some fresh sense 



140 M«MOIHS OF MARIA FOX. 

of this mj heart is tendered at this time. The lagt 
few weeks has beeu a time of no Email exertion and 
some aosiety. We have just acuomplislied a remove 
from the bouse we have occupied for more tbaa five 
yeai'H. It was a home of many aomforts to as, bat 
had some disadvantages as to situation, — incouveDieiit 
to my dear hasbaud, and, some of our friends have 
thought, prejudicial to his health, Od this ground, 
it has eeeuied right to avail i 
pectad opportunity for making a change. At ifaa 



same time, we have felt an 
might not be permitted to 
matter. The adaptation o 
not merely to thi 
more consequenoe, to the 
a point of some importat 



3U3 concern that wo 
e a mistake in this 
outward habitation 
but, what is of still 
welfare, of a family, ia 
We have been fearfnl 



a rather larger house and Gomething perhaps of 
a more genteel appearance might, in any degree, 
prove injurioua to our dear children, by giving th«m 
ideas above what we would desire for them. C 
secret petitions have been that we and they may be ' 
preserved in the path of true simplicity, and have our 
affections increasingly placed on things above, and 
that nothing niny be permitted to nmr the peaoe^f 
the Boul, or prevent ns from the daily euUivation of 
a calm, confiding spirit. My soul desires at tbb 
time the help of the Holy Spirit to maintain the 
Christian temper, and to walk before our houaeboU ' 
c wisdom and in the fear of the Lord. 
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We are now oome to the period when Maria Fox's 
earthly course was about to terminate, — when, in her 
own experience, the reality of those truths in which 
she believed, and which she bad so ofteii publicly ad- 
vocated, was fo be brought to the test, — when a final 
and decided proof was to be given that her faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ was not the mere product of an 
ardent and lively imagination, but something aab- 
stantial and uncbanging in its character, adequate to 
support her under the preRswe of illness, and in the 
solemn hour of death itself. 

S. and M. Foi removed to their new abode at 
Tottenham about tho middle of the Eleventh Month, 
and, whilst entering with lively intereat into all 
that oouoerned the comfort of her family, it is re- 
markable bow often she spoke of the chaoge as em- 
blematical of another of far greater importance, 
even from the earthly house of this tabernacle to 
"a building of God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens," 

At this time she wore all the appearance of more 
than an ordinary share of health, and seemed to be 
capable of entering on an enlarged sphere of active 
duties ; but such was not the design of Hira whose 
ways are not as our ways, nor his thoughts as our 
tJiought^. In his inscrutabie wisdom, he was about 
to release his handmaid from her service in the church 
below, to unite in the perfect and more glorious 
Mrvices of the church above. 

The following narrative of ber illness and of the 
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alosing scene tg* estrftcted, almoet verbntim, fiom 
the notes taken by two of her kind Mende and 

ettendsDtB : — 

On the evening of Sixth-da;, the 15th of Twelftb 
Month, she was snddenlj seised with hemorrbage 
from the langs. Her husband bad jxtst left her to 
attend to some business in the village, and to be 
summoned home from such a cause was n shock 
great indeed ; but under these circumatanoeH, so un- 
espeoted and awful, it was evident that his beloved 
eompanton was not unprepared fur sueh a stroke, for, 
although she appeared for a few minutes aoutely to 
feel her situation, ahe was presently favored with 
great composure, sayinjr, " T am very ealm : I feel I 
am in my heavenly Father's hands." Later in the 
evening, the aame alarming symptoms returned, and 
with much greater violence than before, and they 
reourred several times during the neit three days. 
Weakened as she was by the^e attachs, so eerioos 
in their eharaeter and so overwhelming to those 
around her, she was preserved in remarkeble tran- 
quillity ; her care and solicitude for others were still 
conapicuous, and, being forbidden to use her voice, 
many were the sweet messages that ahe wrote, proriag 
her tender thought for those dearest to her, and fiw 
her absent friends. 

nth, Firfl-<l<i_y. — After breakfast, her eldest Ma 
read the fourteenth chapter of John, in her chninber. 
A sweet quiet succeeded, when S. F. made a few 
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retnarlta on the Sayiour's words, ' 
jou; Dij peace I give u 
be a comfort to her; a; 
evident that the ■pe 
understanding, did k 
Jesoa Chriat. When, i 
attack of hemorrhage c 
(b.r - - - - 



" Peace I leave with 
appeared to 
ind it was indeed abundantly 
e of God, which passeth all 
p her heart and miud through 
a the afternoon, a distreeaing 
.meoti.-shesaid toE. C. M., 
. assiduous medical attendant,) " It 
s if the wheel were broken at the cistern." 
18(A, Second-dat/. — Itwaajudged needful to bleed 
trom the arm ; and this measure, though effectual in 
preventing the recurrence of the fearful and dia- 
tressing syinptoDiB, produced great esb^iustion and 
faiutness. " My heavenly Father," said she, ia a 
very faint voice, "knows all, and his will ia a perfect 
will. Sometimes I think that in his great mercy he 
will raise mc up in degree, and at others it seems a^ 
if the frail tabernacle would give Wiiy." 

IQth, Tkird-dai,.~She was, indeed, enabled to com- 
fort others with the comfort wherewith she herself 
was comforted of God. Her breathing had become 
much oppressed, and, whilst her husbaod was sup- 
porting her in bed, she said, " I think, my precious 
loTO, unworthy as I am, that the everlasting Arm is 
underneath." She afterwards told him how fre- 
quently she had derived enoouragemoDt from the 
words whiob a beloved friend and minister of the 
gospel had lately addressed to them : " Be of good 
cheer, my brother: I feel the bottom, and it is good." 
On another oocbsiod, to one who approached ber bed- 
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Bide, "I am still clinging to the Rock that is higher 
than I." 

ZOlk, Fourth-day.^Rai illnesa was not attended 
with much bodily pain, but she often suffered greatlj 
from weakness and difficulty of breathing. After 
recovering from a severe fit of coughing, she said, i 
a very inipreseivc manner, "Pence, be Htill; and there 
was a great calm ! The winds and the waves rage 
till he speaks the word, but no longer." The c 
ertion of the voice was so much forbidden, that no 
protracted conversation could be held, but different 
portions of Scripture were frequently repeated or 
referred to by her, as well aa verses of favorite 
hymns; and she was often vocally engaged in prayer 
and thanksgiving to her heavenly Father, whoM 
tender love and compassion were so evident ihrough- 
out this season of trial, and were so oft«n acknow- 
ledged by herself, saying at one time, " I am sweetly 
folded in my Saviour's arms," and at another, "Mjf 
comforts are very great : they flow 
peace and rest and joy." 

22rf, S'xtk-daff.—Whett E, C. M. visited her, in 
the morning, he remarked that be believed maaj 
hearts were lifted up in prayer for her restoratioD, 
if It were right in the divine sight ; she sireetly 
answered, " Rather let, them pray that I may be en- 
abled to say fully, Not my will, but thine, Lord, 
be dooe." Recovering from a fit of coughing, slw 
, " Fearfully and wonderfully made, and that mj 
■onl knoweth right well." She was afterwards ob 
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served m supplication, the last words only being dis- 
tinctly gathered: "For thy sake and for thy dear 
Son's sake." 

21th, Fourth-day. — It waa a striking feature in 
her state of mind, during the rapid course of this 
illness, that her natural affections, sanctified ss they 
were by divine grace, shone forth with peculiar 
brightness and tenderness. "I want to tell thee, 
my precious," she said to her hushand, " how thy 
tender love helps nie;" and on another occasion she 
spoke most touchingly of the comfort which she 
derived from his company. 

Whenever she was able to bear the exertion, she 
took great pleasure in seeing her children, and en- 
tered with her usual tender interestinto their pursuits 
and gratifications ; yet it was very instructive to ob- 
serve that her njind was preserved from thoughtful- 
nesB 01 ansiety respecting them : she reposed on the 
bosom of divine mercy and love, on their account as 
well as her own, expres.sing the gratitude she felt to 
some beloved relatives, who, in consequence of their 
mother's illness, had taken in her two younger sons aa 
guests during their vacation. She rejoiced in their 
safe and happy allotment, sayiog, " It is a comfort for 
ipe to think of by day and by night;" and, when in 
a state of great weakness, it afforded her relief and 
solace to hear of their eniploymcTits and pleasures. 

Nor were her sympathies even now, under the 
pressure of severe bodUy illoeea, confined to her own 
family ; those of whom whilst in health sbe had 
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r been mindful— the sick and the afflicted — still 
Bhared hot thoughts ; and she repeatedly requested 
that some of the nieti things proyided for her might 
be sent to them. 

SO/A, Seventh-day. — This morning she repeated, in 
a faint but clear voice, the firat foor staniaB of the 
hymn beginning — 



Th; Dan 



myiterio 



The fifth chapter of Romans was afterwards read to 
her, to which she listened with much attention, re- 
marking, when it was finished, '' How full ! What oan 
be more ao ?" 

Some days after, she was overheard praying in the 
words of the seventy-first Psalm, — " Be thou my 
strong habitatioD, whercunto I may continually resort; 
thou host given commandment to save me, fur thou 
art my rock and my fortress," &c. After the fifteenth 
of John hud been read to her at her own request, 
she exclaimed, " Fniita of faith, froita of patienoe, 
fruits of submission ! He designeth that we should 
bring forth fruit. Oh that these Iruits may be broagfat 
forth to his praise 1" At another time she repeftt«J 
the Terse, — 



Therefora will not u; thm nay " 



HEUOIRB OF MAHIA FOX. 147 

1844, First Month, hih, Sixth-day. — When her 
medical attendant called in the morning, she told 
him that she felt very poorly, to which he replied, 
he did not think she had improved tho last few days. 
As he lei't the room she shed a few tears, and said to 
her companion, " My dear, you must pray for me, for 
lam almost too weak to pray for myself" With this 
eKception, it is not believed that any thing caused her 
to shed a tear during her illaeas : indeed, it seemed 
as if all doubt and fear were removed, and not a cloud 
was permitted to darken her truly peaceful and happy 
state of mind. 

Whilst her daily and hourly thoughts were of God, 
and out of the abuudanae of the heart she was so 
frequently led to testify of that goodness, mercy, and 
truth which did not fail her in this time of affliction, 
and notwithstandiDg tho great debility and consequent 
exhaustion of her frame, her original brilliancy and 
liveliness of thought would ocoasionally show them- 
selves, bringing before her friends the recollection of 
what she was in health. 

7th, First-dai/. — She remarked, "I am very ill," 
adding soon after, no doabt in reference to the issue 
of her illness, " I want not only to think my will is 
resigned, but to know it." Awakening in the nigbt, 
she repeated the test, "I am the Lord, I change 
not," adding, " That word seems given to me night 
after night, 'I am the Lord, that healeth thee,' and 
|>I have a degree of faith to lay hold of it." Her 
B^ndant remarked, " There is no limit to his povet 
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or Ilia love." She rejoined, "Nor to hia compas- 
vioDB : they fail not." 

9tS, Third-day. — Thia day wbb very quietly pasBed, 
with as little suQeriiig as any, and the relief fisxa 
some of the moat trying Bymptoma was sweetly 
acknowledged by the beloved sufferer. "I think," said 
she, "the Lord bears me up: he carries me througli 
all." When ber husbaud was leaviug her for the night, 
she called him hack, saying, with a countenance ex- 
pressive of the peace that reigned within, — 

" Hcarenlj blesgrngs without number 
QButty fHlling on oi; bend." 

In the cotirse of the night, she sent a message of desi- 
«t love to him, and, when asked if he might be told 
ahe was comfortable, answered, "Yes, not only coid- 
fortable, but vtry comfortable." When 8. F. returned 
in the morning, she told him the night had been " fall 
of blessings, — loaded with benefits." 

During the whole of her illness, it was very strik- 
ing and inHtructive to ubserve bow her inind WM 
stayed npon her Saviour, and haw little reiianoa aba 
placed npon the medicines and other means used tot 
bei relief, except under the divine blessing; so muoll 
«o, that she did Dot like to have them spoken of as having 
benefited her, without allusion at the same time being 
made to the power by which they were rendered effi- 
oaoions. On her attendant remarking in the moraiag 
tiiftt she thought " we bad done very well thraogh 
night," M, P. quickly rejoined, "Do not vq. 
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we have clone very well; aay, we have been helped 
through the night," 

lli/(, Fijih-dajj. — Oq Bettling down for the night, 
she said, "And now, Lord, thou Keeper of Israel, 
tboa Guide and Quardiuu of thy people, to thee we 
commend onr Bonis." Awakening about the middle 
of the night, she remarked, " We are having a halmy 
night: ' He giveth his people a song in the night,' " 
a replied, "songs many." She rejoined, 
p of deliverance, songs of gratitude, songs 
of praise, and songs of thanksgiving," 

13?A, Seventh-day, — Her faith and patience were 
flow to be put to a still closer proof. To languor and 
Weakness was to he added, iu the order of divine disci- 
pline, severe bodily pain. Towards the morning of this 
day an attack of spasms came on, from which she 
Buffered for some hours ; yet never during the whole 
time did the least complaint or murmur escape her. 
When under great weakness and faintnesa, she looked 
np and said, " Say something to comfort me." The 
Scripture passage was quoted, " Even the youths shall 
feint and be weary," " but they that wait on the Lord 
shall renew their strength," She seemed gladly to ac- 
cept these words of encouragement, and supplied with 
emphasis a part of what had been omitted : " He giveth 
power to the faint," In the course of the day, when 
much exhausted, she sweetly said, — 
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In the et^ningi being better, ebe remarked, " It is 
now over aod got through;" ahortlj after adding, — 

"Vrhoa first tbnu did»t tit; Bit commit 



T" nim upoQ the moruy 


-suit. 


Ho gave thoe wiirraat fr 




To ttnst hia wisdom, lo 


a. nnd power. 



The Dight which followed this day of bodily suffer- 
ing was one of peculiar sereuity and even enjoyment : 
she Bent her dearest luve to her husband in the next 
1, and deaired he might be tuld she was " exceed- 
ingly ouuifurtiible, Bpirituully and temporally." " I 
feel," wrote one of her attendants, "it would be 
impoagihle for me to describe the sweet tramiuillitj of 
this night, the last on which it was my happy priv>- 
lege to attend her. I left her about seven o'clock the 
next morning, and when I again entered her rciom at 
r noon I thought I had never seen any thing sc lovely 
u she then looked: she was dozing, but there was 
Bomething sc beautiful, so heavenly, in the expression 
ef her countenance, that it made an impression on mj 
mind never to be forgotten." Thus was the refining 
process graciously carriedforward; thus was her light 
ihining more and more onto the perfect day : lltafc 
day was now nigh at hand I 

15th, SrconO-diiy. — When her husband came to 
%er early in the morning, alie said, io a tone of the 
tenderest affection, "I am so delighted to see thee 1 
X have been thinking of thee with so much iove!" 

Towards noon she became much esbausted, bat 
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^^K|Mud she had no pBin. She waa now gradually sink- 
^^'■JBg, and it waa evident to those who were watcliing 
beside her that the laet momeDt waa near. It would 
be difficult to convey any idea of the sweetness of her 
manner and oountcnance : it told of peace and of 
safety in the hand of Him whom she had loved and 
Beryed. In the evening, on her hnaband'a inquiring, 
''Is uiy dearest Maria comfortable?" she answered, 
" Thoroiu/My." At last, when it was supposed the 
power of speech waa gone, he bent over hev, and, 
amidst the utmost silence of that aileut chamber, said, 
" My dearest knows her Saviour loves her j" f* which 
she distinctly replied, " Yes, and I am reposing in 
hu hoe." After this she lay very quietly till a little 
before eleven, when she drew a longer breath than 
usual, and one or two gentle sighs released the im- 
mortal spirit to steep in Jesus. On receiving the 
signal that all waa over as far as this life was con- 
oerned, her husband knelt down and returned praise 
to Him whu had bo gently lifted her out of the 
dark valley of the shadow of death and translated 
her, through the riches of his love and mercy in 
Christ Jesus, into the mansions of eternal glory. 

Thns have we traced, through the varied stages of 
her earthly course, the ciroumstaoces and the reli- 
gious experience of this servant of Christ. And in 
her own simple record of the operations of divine 
grace upou her son], — of her fervent and abiding 
concern to surrender to its sanctifying inflnence 
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every fecnlty of her minJ, — and of the power of ibat 
faith nbiah gave her the victoty throngfa Jesoa 
Christ her Lord, the reader will be presented with a 
view of her character more calculated to impress aih) 
to instruct than any elaborate delineation of the gifts 
and (jualifications with which ahe was endowed. All, 
therefore, that remains to be added are some tributefl 
to her memory from the pens of her friends. The 
first of these consists of extraota from letters written 
by a much-esteemed minister of the gospe! to bis 
wife, after she had joined the bereaved mourners on 
the deeply affecting occasion when the mortal re- 
muine were consigned to their long home. 

" As it regards herself, fully prepared aa we can 
thankfully believe she was to stand before the throne 
of the Highest clothed with the beautiful garments 
Qf salvation, the robo of her Saviour's rigbteouBnesB, 
we cannot but esteem it an especial act of his graos 
and mercy, that with a frame and a spirit so peco- 
Karly delicate and so exquisitely sensitive, when the 
final issue could scarcely any longer be regarded as 
doubtful, the work was thus cut short in righteous- 
ness, nnd long-protracted conflict spared to one who 
seemed so much better fitted for the converse of the 
blessed ill heaven than to contend with the stm^gles 
of the mortal flesh on earth. But what must be the 
feelings of the dear bereaved partner and the pre- 
i children! The one indeed had all in a vifo 
thai a hnsband oould desire, the other all in a mother 
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tliat ohildreu oould need; but, thougli this all lias 
Jieeu lost on earth, the; buve the coDsuktion of be- 
lieving that whilst to her to live wbb Christ, to die 
has been gain, and that though she cun return no 
more to them they may go to her and be happy with 
her forever in the liord. 

" By this time thou hast shed a tear beside the 
reniains of the beloved companion of thy earlier days, 
the faithful and afl'ectionate friend of later timea, 
and my heart has tenderly sympathized with thee in 
this thy viait to the house of mourning but, inaora- 
table as are the ways of Him who givcth not account 
of bis matters, we cannot doubt that infinite wisdom 
combined with uontterable love directs them all, and 
that therefore all may be said to bo well done that is 
done. I can still hardly realize the solenm fact that 
she is now no more. When I look back to the days 
of our early actiuaintance under the maternal wing of 
dear S. Hustler,— her own and her sister's tarrianoe at 
Bradford under peculiarly interesting circum stances,* 
— our little journeyings together, when her mind 
had hut recently taken a decidedly religious turn, 
— and when I remember the evident growth in gra^e 
that hud been experienced and which was apparent 
at our- next interview at Southampton, where I first 
beard the sweet but clear though trembling accents 
of hor new-born ministry, and recollect what strength 
it had attained on her subsequent visit to our meet- 
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ing not long after her change of nttme, — how voa- 

derfullj it had been preserved through the most 
agitated period of later hietory, what a character 
Bnd standing it had obtained amongst her best and 
moat judicious frieuds, and the field of uaefulneas 
there Heemed open before her in a church where in- 
deed the laborers are so few, — and when I see that 
all thia 'promise fair' ia out off in a moment, the db- 
pensatioD seems indeed mysterious, but not on that 
Buconnt the lees nmrkod us His whose ways arc not as 
our ways, whose thoughts are far above onr thonghta, 
and who only seeiog the eod from the beginning 
does all things well and wisely. He fails not to ooni' 
fort the mourners whilst bo gathers his sainte UDto 
himself, and I*doubt not the bcloTed father and the 
precious children will abundantly partalie of that cup 
of consolation which tlie gospel of onr blessed Be- 
deemer so sweetly affords." 

This graphia description will doubtless meet a feel- 
ing response in the hearts of all who were acq^uainted 
with Maria Fos; and even by the general reader it 
can scarcely be perused without exciting a deep and 
touching interest. The same remarks apply atao to 
the following lines, written by one of her female 
^eods on receiving a likeness of the beloved de- 
parted one. 

"I have now to thankthee for the valuable likenesB, 
vhich we shall greatly prise, aa reminding us of ona 
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whom wo truly loved and honored, nnd whose memory 
will ever be fondly cherished by florae of us. Not 
indeed that we needed any thing t« recall her to re- 
mem brauce ; for truly we must forget ail that haa 
ever called forth our admiration as lovely or beautiful 
in character, every esemplitication of Christian ex- 
cellence, before the image of our beloved friend can 
he effaced from our hearts. For ray own part, I may 
say that no feninle character it boa been my privilege 
to know has ever seemed to me ao beautifully perfect 
aa hera; and, although dow the subject is not uq- 
mingled with mournful feelings, I often enjoy to 
dwell upon it. Richly gifted aa she waa by nature, 
and combining in rather a peculiar manner the finest 
qualities of mind and heart, the entire simplicity 
which marked her, and the absence of every thing 
like selfl.sh feeling, often seemed to me the crowning 
charm. She did indeed adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour, and perhaps few have ever rendered 
that doctrine more attractive to those younger or less 
experienced than herself. And now how delightful 
to think of her aa rejoicing in the unveiled presence 
of Him whoae image she so sweetly bore on earth, 
and the exceeding abundance of whose grace she did 
indeed exemplify in her daily walk whilst nmongat 
na ! Surely the posaeaaion and the loaa of such a 
friend should stimulate ua to fresh diligence in the 
heavenly race, by exhibiting the beauty of a life of 
holiness and the blessedness of the ' 
fhich it leads." 
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In cooolasion is added tbe testimony of another 
devoted tniniater of the gospel, who, although not w 
intimately acquaioted with the s\ibject of this memoir 
as those who have been already tguoteii, highly ap- 
preciated her staodiog aud service ia the church and 
bad long entcrtaioed for her sincere esteem and lore 

" I am one of those who deeply mourn the loM 
which the Society of Friends and the chnrch of 
Christ at lot^e hare sustained by the death of Maria 
Pos. She was in the strength of her years and in 
the matnrity of her religious experience. She poa- 
aesaed a healthy, well-balanced mind; and whilst she 
was firmly attached to the religious principles and 
practices in which she had been educated, believiog 
them to approach more nearly to the strength, purity, 
and spirituality of primitive Christianity than aoj 
other view or form of rchgion with which she was 
acquainted, she wns destitute of even the least infd- 
aion of a sectarian apirit. That she was devout and 
constant in the perusal of the Holy Scriptures, aad 

, that she diligently searched those sacred treasures 
with which they abound, was manifest from the 
deeply instructive maoner in which she was enabled 
in the exercise of the precious gift of the ministry to 
untold the divine and saving truths of which they 
testify. Her life wus in Christ; and she knew it to 

[ bn nt once her duty and her privilege to listen to the 

[ Shepherd's voice within, and to follow him in all 

[ thinga in the obedience of faith. 
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^^ In her religious oommunications were combined 
the strong lines of truth with the persuasive influ- 
ence of gentleness, tenderness, and love; and surely 
it was by the Lord alone that she was called to a 
work so humiliating to her sensitive nature, and by 
his anointing only was she qualified to perform it. 
Whilst her soul was deeply imbued with a sense of 
the importance of the fundamental doctrines of the 
gospel, she never lost sight of the practical results 
into which they are designed to lead, even a life of 
holiness and of devotedness to the service of Christ 
under the immediate guidance and influence, the 
quickening and sanctifying power, of the Holy Ghost. 

<( By grace alone she was what she was : she knew 
that Jesus himself was the only way to the Father, 
and, as she approached the confines of an invisible 
and eternal state of existence, she cast herself without 
reserve on his perfect righteousness and all- availing 
propitiation, and in the power of an endless life, as 
we reverently believe, she passed away from this sub- 
' lunary scene of change and sorrow to the fulness of 
rest, joy^ and happiness in the presence of his glory/' 



THE END. 



inXBSOTTPZD BT L. JOHNSON * 00. 

phuadslphll 



3 2044 025 677 659 



This book ehould be returned to 
I the Iiibrary on or before the last date 
I stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
I by retaining it beyond the specified 
I time. 

Please return promptly. 




